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faignedly deſiring to ſerue the 
Lord Chriſt, and preparing them- 
ſelues,gird up the loines of their 
mind, & wait for his appeariag, 
grace and peace be mul. 
tiplied for cuer, 


RETHREN, hearing. what parnes 

and labour many of your reverend and 
learned Paſtors (who ſometimes were 9+ 
therw:ſe minded) doe lately bndertake in ma- 
ny places hy their publick teaching and exam- 
ple,by therr prinate conference, and all other 
meanes {> pr to perſirade to conformitie; I 
am bold(leſt they ſhould reigyce in your fleſh) 
fo preſent this my poore mite Wnto your 
godly conſideration , ag, caſting it into our 
Lords Treaſurie , . moſt humbly beſeeching 
thoſe that. arerich im grace, and haue filuer, 
gold, and precious ftones conferred Vpon 
them, to offer them freely and ſeaſonably for 
the ſeruice of hrs Santtuary, euen ta build vþ 
the decayed places of the gates, barres, and 
walles of the moſt holy Citty. Alwayes pro- 
wided, that nothing be done confuſedly, or at 
« bery venture, vpon the warrant of no. 
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THE PREFACE. 
Meaning, Or 4 ſuppoſed liberty , as if it had 
been [efficient gf wood i» £b-ww 
Stone and morter, and all other needfull pro< 
uifron m all abundance, of any kinde or fa- 
shion, length. bredth, _— e or _—; 
even 45s the moſt learned and wiſe of thoſe 
times thought meet , and not to hane every 
thing fitted and prepared by the Lords owne 
direttion, ſo as there may need neither axe nor 
hammer ,nor any toole of Iron to te heard to 
reform and amend the 5 ; but if any thing 
be not well to put to or take from as occaſron 
all require : No, no, all God: outward 
worſhip, and publicke or divine ſeruice, muſt 
in every part and ceremony or geſture thereof, 
bee ſo pure and free from all kinde of mixture 
of any humane mvention, as all things of the 
ery leaſt moment whatſdever, being diretth 
ordered according to the patterne ſhewed im the 
Mount of Gods holy word , every beleeuing 
heart may retoyre at the moit comely order 
nd boly beauty of Gods own Ordinances ,and 
ediudge it high repaben to tender any m- 
novation by farre-fetckt devices and novelties, 
or ſame old Tradition, or worme-eaten Cere- 
mony, full of incertainty, to the dirett diſa- 
bling of the all-ſuffectent truth, and offence of 
Fender conſciences. In all bumilitie therefore 
labour to be able to grue good and ſound rea+ 
Sons why you dare not conforme to the queſti- 
oned geſture and ceremontes, nor to any t ng 
elſe which is not within the compaſſe of the 
woſt hn-erring patterns, tbe boy word of the 
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«lt-commanding God, and bee ſure to build 
your refuſalt ſafely upon the rocke , and not 
upon th: ſand ; Wpon the commandement of 
_ Chriſt, and not uþon your owne humours, or 
any mens iudgement and prattiſe be they never 
ſo learned, zealous and holy ; yea in whatſoe- 
ber you hane not Gods word for your war - 
rant (Thus faith the Lord, thus did our 
Lord, or the Lord never tequired this at 
our hands) therein ſubmit your ſclues loving - 
ly and peaceably , yea moit readily to then 
that are over you m the Lord. And in any 


caſe nourich not that moſt peitilent humour - 


of that man of Sinne, a delight in oppoſition 
to ſuperioritze , but in all humility, in matters 
#hat are but meerely grounded on opinaon, and 
not on the Scriptures, thinke better of other 
mens iudgements then your owne : for God 
Liues wo ſabing grace but' to the humble, to 
the humble m deed , not to the humble in 
chew. Get this vertue therefore my brethren, 


for then the yooke of Chriſt, which now you Math,t., 


are to draw m, will be moſt eaſre and without 
griefe; and his burden, part whereof you are 
preſently to beare, light and full of comfort : 
, yea though you be made the gating -ftockes 

of the world, and be bated and ſcorned of alt 
men ,45 the very off-ſcouring of the earth, for 
beariag witneſſe to thus part of the truth, yet 
shatl you by humility bee mabled with much 
cheerefulne/ſe and ſpirituall confalitions, ta 
endure all things and to ſuffer all things; yea, 
con/ader 1 pray you, that the very true and 
As; auoit 
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wa/? direlf way to reigne with Chriſt hereafe 
fer ,ts of neceſ5itie to ſuffer for him m this 
evill world; and to ſuffer for any part of the 
gruth im Gods worship, us to. ſuffer for 
Chriſt. Belcene it therefore as verily as you 
doe any other thing , that God hath purpoſely 
predeſtmated you to theſe ' particular trials , 
euen in every circumſtance. and inſtrument 
thereof. Seeing then you muſt drink of this 
Cup , pray heartily that his name may be glo» 
rified, und then whit matters ut though wee 
be deſpiſed, diſgraced, ſtorned and derided, ſd 
long as our Lord and maſter may | haue ho- 
nour thereby * Will not every true hearted 
ſubiett ſuffer and endure any paines, traucl!, 
or loſſe of goods and life for his King and 
Saueraignes ſake, yea and that. maſt cheere- 
fully with a manly and valiant caurage? And 
shall not- we —_ ey the ie for ” 
ing 0 s, who hath done and ſuffere 

He thouſind of mullions pr 4 2 
be loſt not an eye, a han1,or a foot for vs, 
but was content to giue his whole body and 
foule alſo, yea he ſpared not his whole perſon 
for Þs,and that alſos when we were buy ent - 
mies ; he ſuffered diſgrace, not oncly before 
the Princes, but all manner. of' contempt by 
the vileſt, and of torment by the eruelleſt, 
yea and the moſt | mpg paines thats the 
fierce wrath of God in all extremity of hc 
euſtice could poſiibly mflict _ bis ſoule 
and body. Doe you think he hath forgotten 
#be/e things? No my deere brethren, 11 yt 
| 1 
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Bee ſuſſered and was tempted,, he is able te 

uccour them that are tempted ; yea aſſuxe 
your ſelues he mw euery one of your teaves 
into his own bottle, obſerues every hidden de- 
vice and cloſe prattiſe of your adverſaries, 
keepers 4 Regiſter (not to be corrupted) of & 
bery word, preſcutment, information or cer - 
fificate that is made, frgned, put up, exhibi- 
ted-or uttered againſt you and ſits downe alſd 
every diſprace aud contempt that ts caſt vpon 
you, and keeps a iuft rec 'oning of every pen- 
ny for fees that 1s exhauſted from you for 


exattions , excommunitcations, abſolutions, 


and of whatſdeuer other open or under-hand 


proceedings prattiſed againſt you, and" wilt 
aſſuredly call to indgement both you and 
all your aduerſaries , and backe or þollow 
Friends, cuery one to gine 4 partitular» and 
moſt ftritt account of all th:ſ6 thingy, and 
to them that haue done well herein, 'hee will 
Gin everlaſting afe and glory; but they that 
p => 4 ” 

aue done tt and unconſtionably, rather ſt#- 
ving the time then the Lord, vhall certainly 
poe into eternal fire. Gird Vp therefore the 
loynes of your minde, and feare not, them 
that haue onely pawer to tmpriſon your bo- 
dies, and take away your goods or lines, let 
neither their perſwaſions nor threatnings 
cauſe you to conforme to erronr (of which 
nature is every thing not warranted by the 
word of truth) but feare him, nho when hee 
bath done as much as they poſSubly can, us 
bl; alſd to caſt bady and ſaule tnta belt fire, 
| A 4 Chriſt 
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4 faith vnto vs all, Him feare,eben feare 
to do any thing in bis worship 79 ſeruice, but 
what you haue good warant for, under hs 
hind and ſeale in the ſacred Scriptures that be 
will not be offend:d at it, but acceptably ve- 
ceiue it at your bands, and ſo blaſſe the uſe 
thereof unto your dules. For elſt (at the ve- 


- #y beit that can bee ſ:y4 for it) is not this 


®ent. 18.) 


diretly to tempt the Lord, and to dare him 
to bus face when m his publick warsha) wee 
dare doe ſome things of ſpecial note, which 
hee moſt carefully o:ſcrues, and that before 
bu face and moft aſſured preſence, yet onely 
upon the Canons or perſrahons of /enfull 
men not conſultins with th: word whether 
God will be pleaſed ar | por therewith or 
no? There u difference (1 confeſſe) betwixt 
that which the Lord hath expreſly forbidden, 
and that which he hath not direffly nor by 
any good conſequent commanded,but yet it «s 
onely ſecundum magis & minus,ts conform 
to the latter ig to do wickedly but to ſu' ſcribe 
#o the other , is ta become abhominable. 
Therefore in ſuch caſes of extremity, the 
chuſing of the leſſe /enne may very well argue 
a _ wiſe and carnall diſcretion ,but not any 
boneft heart or fincere affettion. You a” 
brethren ,that in the begmning th: Lord put 
an everlaifing enmitie betwixt the ſeed of the 
Woman and the ſeed of the Serpent , diſtin- 
guiched afterwards into the Citty or King- 
dom of God , where hunſclfe us pleaſed to 
dwell as ſupreame Lord and King peramoun!, 
ruling 
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ruling & governing hu people eſpecially mn bis 
owne ſervice) by hrs owne Spirit according ta 
by owne Lawes in his owne Word ; and'm- 
#0 the Synagogue of Sathan, wh.re he = 
fits upon a Royall throne (indeed not in his 
one likeneſſe, but moſt exattly trickt vþ 
and transformed into the ſimilttude of an 
Angel of light) teachmg by hus ſeruants many 
things, commendable by the light of nature, 
yea and commanding with great authority 
(of all poſcible learnmg, reaſon, x Syn 
wiſedome and Philoſophicalt Vnderftaudeng , 
garniched with the pretious ornaments of” 
moſt admirable Oratory) many dune and 
excellent truths of the word, but enterlactn 
ever and anon ſome dottrines of drkneſſe 
yet very covertly alwayes in out yard chew for 
holy ends and godly purpoſes, and never Vn< 
dertaken but upon Low; axe and good ad- 
dice, yea ery learned, fend and dvine delt- 
beration, renouncing the Divell (forſooth ) 
moſt direttly and profeſſedly, ont upon him 


| naughty meat, what did ever any body meane 
to 


beſtow the ſtalding and plucking of him, 
the a = or ot of Yom © Toth res 
coverabl:; but retaining the broth wh-rein he- 
was ſodden,or the principal brewiſſe, or ſdme 
ſpecull part thereof, oh it is very good and 
mo#t wholrſome diet indeed, (the holy fa- 
ther his benedicire light upon them that ſ7- 
ped it,for elſe all the fat had been in the fire) 
yea 1 tell you this with 200d houchald bread 
i even Angels food, ( __ glad would ao 
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be the prondeſt of them to lick their lips af - 

ter the leavines of it) though indeed ever 
common bd cannot dive mto the 
deepe myitery thereof : Separating from and 
quite banishing for euer and a day, the groſ- 
fer dottrines of Popery, the reall preſence, 
raytag to th: Saints departed, th? ſupremacy 
of the. Apoſtolike Sea, and ſuch like, fie for 
Shame, that any body should ſo much as once 
name them, ſeemg without all queition they 
axe moit  damnable , and came verily from 
bell; but yet retaining diners geftures and 
ceremonies thereto a rin, and thereby 
furit begotten, oh here be many rare bits and 
weet morſels, enen admirable and moit ex- 
cellent uſcs of), ſuch as the Holy Ghoſt could 
never for his. life foreſte or thinke of, and 
therefore indeed it never came mto the minde 
of the Lord to require them, 'euen becauſe be 
d not ptouidently enough con/tder what de - 
eency aud comelineſſe, what nity and much 
other vndiſterned goodneſſe - their generall 
conformity , would mſtantly produce: For 
ſeeing the Dinels to deceine the world with 
greater eaſe ,and to be more free from ſuſpiti< 
on , will put upon them the likeneſſe of Gods 
boly Angels ,why should not theſe againe to 
bee revenged on their enemies , transforme 
themſelues. into the likeneſſe of Dinclr, 
by —v_—_ to ſome of their ceremonies, 
that ſo more powerfully they might draw the 
Seruants of Sathan bnto God ? What af the 
damned us were guld 4 little, and {ome 
h T4146 
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other fooles 11ade faine a while, yet were no# 
this an admirable peece of ſeruce and do they 
not deſerue all the packe of them to be hangd 


# , yea by the very heeles, that will not ſub- 
( 


ribe to the lawfulneſſe hereof * All wbich 


premijſes being moſt grauely pondered, and 


carefully confrdered certatne nice and nimble 
wits ,of 4 very deepe diuing reach , and mot 
bigh ſoaring humour ,are lately riſen Vp, and 


' pow growen full ripe, who haue badertaken, 


not to diſpatch all the labours of Aercules in 


: one houre, nor by their ſiveet melady to make 


theuvilde beaits, the ſa hideous monſters, 
the fell fowles of beaven,. and all the buge 
monntatnes of the earth in one inſtant to vee 
ſilent, and at a trice ta conforme to theit 
juay/ines of moit indifferent nicer ; bus 
with great facilitie ( though u be a Ve 
ſtrange wonder 1 tell you, yet da not thinke 
8 incredible) to reconcile euen theſe two, ſd 
contrary ſteds and by diving appointment di- 
rettly,. oppoſite Citties,, (0. \what a bleſimg 
are theſe peace-makers worthy to hauc? for 
the ſpeedzer' and more ſafe accomplichmens 
whereof, they haue moſt wiſely ay rp and 
aiſtouered to all our horizon; the full prrf+ 
tion of thar ſo learned ſuffecirnty, for they 
haue moit ftrongly build:d and highly cretted 
( exen in the very aire) a very great ,yea with 
out all quettton the goodlieft caitle that eur 
mortall »ye beheld,called Sant Neuter-hall, 
or as the baſe bulgar ſpeak, Newt hall, bich 
6 furuihed With all ſtore of eyory kinde of 
Wart ke 
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Iparlicke munition either for offence or de» 
Fence , ſo that by the place it us macceſſable, 
end by the polver of it utterly impregnable, 
all their aduerſaries may caft their caps. at 
the conſtituted Regent hereof ''s a moſt 
e and honourable graue perſon, Lorded out 
ofies one loynes, one Grando, Magni- 
co, Cavileiro , Segnioro Indifferento, 
Bhoſe colours vnder the condutt of tIbo great 
commanders they haue made full (not a man 
miſring 1 Warrant you) With moſt able fol- 
lovers of an mvincible temper , and indefati - 
gable conſtitution neither hot nor cold, net. 
ther fleſh nor ſpirit, but indifferently diſpo - 
ed (I do not fay for God or the Divell, but) 
as times and occafuons do beſt ſerue for their 
purpoſes. NoW thu u the man, and theſe 
bee bus forces and arguments my brethren, 
that make ftrongeſt head againſt you : hee 
perhaps Will fargne hy5ocritically, that bee is 
at viter defiance With all the ſied of the Ser- 
pent and ould not for a World be a meanes 
#0 perſipade you to conforme to any of his 
damnable devices no not m the leaſt circum- 


ſtance Whatſoever ,hecauſe they all come from * 


one root ,and flop from the ſame fountaine ; 
and to make this good, be Will not fticke by 
Drum and Trumpet to proclaime open and 
enteſtine Iparres againſt all their damnable 
courſes and diſſe lmg proceedings ; yea, to 
giue you full fitisfattton , hee Witl take his 
corporall oath that his iudgement 1s direttly 
contrary ts them, though for ſome ſpectall 
c an/id; < 


— manu 
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eon/uderations him thereunto moving , hu 
prattiſe in outWard help carries ſome image 
or reſemblance of them : yea and at the very 
Þorſt he proteſts to bake netther part but be- 
ing of a moſt quiet and peaceable diſpoſition , 


t00 too unlilling to difturbe the reſt and 
 e6ſe of the Church in which be Was bred and 


lines, but rather #0 bee conformable to the 
times, he pretends onely to ſtand mdifferent- 
ty minded,and equally diſpoſed till matters be 
ſettled, and in the meane ſiaſon looke Which 


Ivay the moſt take, be pill encline, preſu- 1.Kimg. | 
ming they are abſolutely m the right ; yet 6.8, 


truft him not my brethren, = he that is no# 
Þith Chriſt , bill eaſily be bired by this greab 
mans tIho gallant commanders knight mar= 
= Co Lord _ Favour ( _ 
of exceeding proÞeſſe, an eat experience 
to take pL a Wl Chrit;yes * that are 
wed us > as publick friends to the Citty 
- od,Ivil be content (under pretence of pre 
erving the Churches peace) at their requeſt 
ſecretly to labour and underhand cloſely, yea 
moſt ſtrongly to prattiſe for Sathans Syna« 
gogue, and When time and opportuni 
ſerues to shew forth yea openly to profeſſe 
their diſſembled malice, In the meane ſcaſon 
learned ſubtilty, and great heIves of peace= 
able honeſty ,do but quite cover over groſſe 
deformity , and moſt cleanly co vile 
and abhommatle hypocrifie. Stand faſt there« 


fore and quit your ſelues like men,take unto Epb.6 
ou the Þboke armour of GY, 


but in any caſs 


hare 


"#\ 
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Wave of the Teapons of the Synagogue, Ex- 
cellency of. words, ente/1ng ſpeeches of mans 
Biſedome,,and the wiſtdome of this Þorld , 
which Wil ſeerre moſt learnedly and fully to 
gine any man ſuffucrent ſatis fattion, if be tie 
not himſlfe preciſely to the word of God t 
for they haue in then as imti/ing allurements 
bereunto, as any. beautifull harlot in the 
Þorld. Lonoke you therefore unto leſie 
Chriſt our Lord, Who is the authonr.. and fie 
wicber of our faith , and of all the .meanes 
ſubſtritiall or ceremoniall thereof, or any 
IÞay circum3Tantially conducent thereunto , 
and is gone up on high, and- given gifts un« 
to men, according to his Þord,cven Whatſoe - 
wer in calling , m dotrine, im ceremony , or un 


geitare is to be conformed unto : he is gone © 


1 fay to prepare a kingdom and an eternall 
weight of glory to beſtow _ every one of 
his Cuttites, ho haue fought the good fight 
effatth, ſuch honour hall all his Saints baue 
mtbe very preſence and /rght of all your Sy- 
nagoguich aduerſaries that now ſo moleft and 
trouble you, Who ſtanding neither on the 
right hand not on the left, but aloofe off in 
their ayrie Caitle, even indifferently diſpoſed 
betwixt both , thall finde to their coſt, thaf 
Ihoſoever is not in the right is verily in the 
wrong (be it dattrine or geſture )and not be- 
mg of the-Citty of God, us certainly for the 
Syndgogue of Sathan (be it for calling or 
ceremony, and he that is not direitly for the 
#11h ſo farre as-be ſees, is (at the very beft) 
indifferent iy 
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differently for errour and falſtbood : yea 
and therefore whatſoever they pretend, all 
that loue not the Sheepe of Chriſt ,bt woor- 
1p his Lambs , and perſecute his ſerugnts ,shall 
; ox their full portion With the filthy goats. 
And as for my Lord Indifterent, who Wil 
not looſe his preſent wages of unrighte- 
ouſneſſe for the moſt aſſured hope of future 
g9, tnleſſe bis honour very nmbly beſtarre 

imſcife, and retire quickely into th? old, or 
ſome new eretted Purgatory ; ten thouſand to 
one his portion will be ftarfull im the ener - 
flaming furnace, though now for the preſins 
be truumphes and makes a moſt glorious flo - 


. vich., og therefore my brithren to the 
t 


laft end of theſe things, and then shall you 
neber doe amiſſe. Now the God of peace, 
who will shortly ſend our Lord Icſus to make 
triall of every mans worke ,preſerue and keepe 
you and make you wiſe. according unto gods 
lineſJe that you may diſcei ne things that dif< 
fer,and ſo be of one minde and of one pra- 
tiſe, and ſo may haue peace, not with the 
world, for all that will liue godly, and con- 
forme onely to him, muſt haue tribulation 
therein; but. With God , and amongft your 
felues having your conſciences pure within, 
and lines outwardly. unſpotted in the world, 
for nothing is availeable but a new creature, 
godlineſſe is the morter hereby the houſe of 
God is builded : all the gifts of Art and na 
are Tithout this, do pull downe and not {it 
»p ; yea, though they bane both zeale and 


know- 
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* knoWledpe. 1 beſeech you therefore let this be 
ell tempered before any ſtone be liyd, and 
then may We ſafely fall to butldimg , yea then 
Shall the Worke proſper in our hands ,let To« 
biah,Shamballet,and all the diſembling ene - 
mes of the truth doe What they can, There- 
fore my brethren, wh or in the Þorship 
of God, helpes not by his ohne appoyntments 
anto bolineſſe, cannot poſſubt be of Chriſt. 
For is it not the fruit of the Folrit? (Of if be 
conformed unto) then muſt it needs be 4 
fruit of the flech , and therefore luſterh 
(though perhaps cloſely and ſecretly, yet moſt 


Gal. 5. 17- naturally and conſtantly) againſt the ſpirit, 


for theſe tIbo ever Were, are, and Ill be con- 
trary one to ih: other ; yea all the Lord In- 
differencs in the orld With all their learned 
trickes and artificiall devices, can never re= 
concule them, Keepe that therefore Which by 
the fait - ani mmiſtery of our godly and ea» 
lous paſtours hath been committed to you, 
take hzed of curious, vaine, and unmortified 
ſpirits ,nimbleneſſe of Wit ts no helpe to ſan- 
thification of the = Seeing then you 
knolb thetruth of the things in queſtion, be- 
Þare leſt yee alſo be blucked abay With the 
belvitching errours of them that are carnally 
minded, and fo by little & little, conforming 
firſt to this, then to that, at length by degrees 
you fill from your former ſtedfaſtnes ather 
ſtrine to groÞ in grace, andin the knolvledge 
of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, by cleaving more 
«ud more to Gods olbine ordmances, and ba- 
tg 


— 
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. yer "forme to nothing, be it ge 


THE PREFACE. 

ting more and more all humane Inventions 
as moſt baine devices and falſe wayes. Con« 
forme therefore to nothing in Gods _ 
worship, but What is revealed m the ord, 


Pſal. 129. 
328, 


Bbich if you defire to knolÞ, ſeeke and you Math, 7.94 


ſhall finde,knocke and it ſhall be opened 


unto you, for to him that hath and uſeh it 


Þell, more shall be given, yea he ſhall have Mat-25.2g 


abundance. Declme not therefore, hide not 
your knoWledge,or any other Talent upon any 
cauſe or con/tderation, ſeeme it never ſo rea= 
ſonable, but abſtaine from all things herein 
there s any appearance or likenejje of evillg 
x hay 

or ceremony in Gods publicke torship, (if it 
be not the commandement of C rift) Ibich 
bath any reſemblance of Idolatry im it,though 
the Ido latry it ſelfe be ſint pecking, for vert» 
ly ſuch inventions haue in them ( ou pus 
rified never ſo often) an 1dolathcous diſpoſſe 
tion. Haue you ne fellotship therefore With 
them : and ſd I pray that the peace of God 
may be ith you cll that are in Chriſt Teſus, 
70ÞÞ unto him that is able to keepe you thas 


you fall not in theſe times -of triall, and to 


reſent. you faultleſſe before the preſence o 
"YL bs prone nrn gr unſpeakable an 
glorious, even to God onely Wiſe , bes 
glory and maieſty, dominon , 
«nd polver both now and 
for evermore , 


efdmen. 
8 
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CERTAIN REA- 
SONS OFA PRIVATE 
.(ariſtian. againFt Conformitie 
ro keeling in the very at of 
Receiving the Lords * 
' , "Supper. | 


iN, HE Eternall ſoanneof God 
=.N out bleſſed Lord- ſpake al- 

FD/ Waics to his church even 

{Ofrom the, beginging and 
4 directed all his: ſeruants 
= for their manner of wot» 
iv & hip as well, outward as 
inward, even. to the fathers before the 
flood, to . the Patriarks,, Prophetrs and 
holy menof Godafter,and this he did in 
diuers and ſundry. manners ,\ but now 
ſince his comming in the fleſh he hath ty+ 
ed all Churches and all perſons that: defire 
to haue c&ernall life to the ſoledireftion of 
his word, which is bis owne: and onely 
perſonall yoyce .avd doth trftifle of him 
whatſoever is profitable for the Church to 
conforms ynto,. cicher for ;dodtrine; ar 
on B 2 SOQUELDMEAE 
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">. 4 
gouernmenr, 'or for © whatſoeuer elſs 
that 15 .any Way or in atv degree help- 
full- vato-godlinefle, for this and this 
onely-is the immortall ſtede 6r the ſeedeof 


r.Pe.1. 25. immortalitic, all other doſtrivs for any 


Religious vſes raiſed cls where,are mcerly 
morcall,or ſeeds of death and therefore 
vererly vncapable of any govd vie in the 
publicke worſhip of God. Seing then we 
muli-wholy and onely depend ypon- the 
ſcriptures. for direction in.all rhe ations 
of God+ publick worſhip , which are ro 
be conformed unto,ler us in theſe contro- 
verſies abour kneeling in the very a of 
receaving the Lords ſupper,8& whatſoeyer 
elſe is in\queſtion being of Religious uſe, 


Mib.z. rt. Wiligentlyomve heed, to che'things wee haue 


heard andlearned therein, being truely or 
evideiitly grounded thereon, and by no 
means «+ aq w any degree of any 
thing elſe, for that will make us one time 
or other,ift one thing or other to run-out 


Rex.2.4. and fall from our firſt love' yea doe what 


Mbly weean to decline & ſcatter.Har- 
en therefore to that which the Lord Ie- 
ſus himſelfe did purpoſely ſpeake in this 
his own yoice concerning this very point. 


Mar,ar.25 I thanke” thee 3 father Lord of heauen and 


earth becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the Wiſe &* haſt opened or(as fats FE it) 
revealed them to babes ,cuen ſo father becauſe 
it /o pleaſed thee. VVhence he gives all his 
fervants plaialy to underſtand, that all the 

| Wit, 


(3) 
wit, learning, diſcretion, experience, and 
Iudgemene im the whole world is not poſ- 
ſibly able ro find out the mytteries'of Ree 
ligion , or to determine with what cere- 
monies, ations, & geſtures Gods publick 
worſhip & ſervice 1s to be performed, no 
though rhey be Rabbies & Doctors or the 
moſt abſolure teachers in Ifrael ;\bur that 
<his is a ſpeciall & peculiar priviledge or 
grace treaſured up in the word and reſere 
ved purpoſely for ſuch perſons as will dig 
and ſearch for it and rather defre and 1a- 
bor to have dominien overall cheir known 
corruptions and ſo to bee glorious Within 
then to exerciſe any outward glorious & 
pompous domination in the world , for 
thoſe that reſt. them ſelves and depend on 


Gods holy & own ordinances, ſhall have La*. 24.85 
their hearts or underſtanding thereby ope- AR.16.14. 
ned or inlightned 8 (o made able ro: know xph, x, 28. 
the hope of their calling , the riches of the 1g, 


glorious inheritance af the ſaints &7 the excee= 
ding greatnes af Gods polber tolbards al which 
beleeue, bur-thoſe that depend® upon''the 
wiſdom and leaning of men cannorpoſ- 
ſibly atrain hereunto; becauſe Gods own 
ordinances,(though they do cryoy them, 
yet)are not eſteemed of chem further the 


the excellecy of the outward gifts therio Eee. zz.95 


give c6cent to their ſenſes; tor though they 
are yet they Tull not do or obey, & all fach 
bee they never ſo wiſe and learned are #y 
the flcch and therefore , cannog-|poſibly 
plerjs 


: 


| i 1,Cor,2, I5 
{'# Gl 


ver.12. 
13 


14 


(4) 


pleaſe God, but thoſe in whom the Spirit of 
God doth 4bbell ſhalbe enlightned and made 
able to diſcerne all things, which the other, 
though of never ſo great learning ,& moſt 
admirable- parts having | even the very 
ſpirit of the. world, w thera, can not do,be- 
cauſe they-have bur mans Þiſdlom , & that 
perceiveth. not the things of Gad , nay they 
are foolrchnes unto bim, here, therefore for 
diſtinction ſake and that every one rp 
iudge his own heart whether he be of 
number ro whom God hath revealed thefe 
things/or no, our Saviour cals them Babes, 
notin ſantification of life and/ power of 
Gods ipirit, bur in their ſence & feeling 
being priyy to their 'manifold weaknefles 
& ignorances,6& rherforein all humblenes 
of mind and meeknes of {ſpirit they re. 
nounce their owne wifedom;, and ſubmit 
themſeclyes to the word” vof God, as alfo 
being in} the accompr & efteeme. of the 
world:, \when they. are"compared with 
thoſe that be contrary minded, no berter 
thenrvery Babes,even baſe &comemprible 
perſons nor: worthy fo much as ro carry 
their books after them, & yer thele are rhe 
people and thus mult they find themſelyes 
ND men, women or children, whom 
hrift hath choſen to Fevea/e his holy and 
divinempytſteries unto. So that howlocver 
learnitig and wiſdom are highly to bee re- 


© yerenced as being very excellent gitts-of 


God oxdeyacd foripecial helps inthe mi 


giltery 


F 


(5 
niſteris of the Church both forthe findiny 
out of the truth, #&alſofor thedeviding 
of it right. (therefore they that deſpile 
ther cannot bee of God , yer-many times 
men of Belial doe enjoy them, even falſe 
Prophets & profane preackers'who ate 
many of them of moſt excel:ent parts, ſo 
that from this place, -it is moſt evident, 
that very often andnot unuſually, learned 
and wiſe, graye and underſtanding men, 
yea farnvus and of principall/ note, even 
Chiefe Rulers and principall pillars mithe 
Churches of Chriſt, having as mMuch"in 
them for all manner of learning in hama- 
nity,in divinirie, and in whatſoeyer as nz- 
cure and induftrie can poſſtbly attajne'unto 
are(notwithſtanding all this & more then 
this, if more can be) teachers , defenders 
maintainers of many grofſe and horrible 
errors yea vile and damnadle *hereſies, 
whichyet Babes do feparate and fly from, 
if any be pleaſed to reftraine theſe words 


_*of Chriſt to the dotrines of faithand Iti- 


- ſificatis(though every branch haue increſt 
1n.che priviledges of thetree)] wil norcon + 
tend abontit, but onely preſuming on their 
patience be bould to conclude that if fuch 
"worthy and Teverent men eucn maſters in 
in Iſrael may nor fimply bee 'relied on, 
,or truſted unto, in choſe'great yewy of 
the: Law. - VVherein they are\moſt ex- 
"erciſed and rake preareft paines, much 
more *'probable©it' 15 rhat ' they "may 
ICT, en B 4 Eric 


r King. 22, 
6.10.11, 
I'Z, 
Mat.7.22» 


Note, 


(6) 


erre ih matters of ceremony whick the 

count triviall, and chergfore do no: halfe 
ſocarefullie look 23. thac undeniably 
ir: follows, thart it 15no ſufficient argumer 
to biad the. conſciences of Chriſtians to 
conform. to this or that geſture in Gods 
worſhip becauſe many grave and learned 
divines. doe. hold it indifferent and 
lawful, yea (as the cauſe ſtandeth) moſt fir 
and conyenient: [eing as wiſe, reverend, 
and learned as they are, ; have donne as 
much for molt horcible errors, as the 
dodriae of Purgacory,Freewill,meric,yea 
&rhar moſt damnable herelie of depriving 
of Princes. Neither js it any diſparage- 
mear to the trueth , . becauſe thoſe that 


| Hank it,and will not berray ic, to con- 


orme tn error (even mens meere devices) 
are but Bubes, ſome of them miniſters and 
perhaps preachers, but of no Reputation 
Or account in the world) ſeing theſe, yea 
theſe onely do ſee and beleeve the truech 
when ir is hid from the Ibiſe and men of un» 
derſtanding , Vnlefſe therefore thoſe Re- 
yereat and learned perſans(the patrons af 
eoniformicy). doe make ir apparant, thar 
they ground their perſwaſions & pratiſe 
not barely. ( though .in ſceming moſt 
ſtrongly upon wit. aad reaſon, antiquir: 
wiſdom oc learning ,:; but ſoundly and e- 
hay 2 upon the ward of God, there is 
no 


vhs 


*C 


orce to. move or bind the conſcience - 


mn all cheir arguments or reaſons whatlog-. 
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(7) 
yer , ye2 much rather and more ſafely 
they are at the very beſt) to be but eſtee- 
med of that number from whom the 
Lord hath as yet hidden theſe things. 

In this caſe therefore, that moſt excel- 
lene and primcely. faving of his maje- 
ſtie concerning his lawes may. verie ficlie 
in my vaderftandiug be vſed, that ſpecial 
care. is to be had to purge th:m from tio cor- 
ruptions Incerteintze an4Ngaeltie,For if our 
church goucrament or la ves eccleſiaſtical 
were freed from theſe, that we might be 
certaine which are the true callings and 
hich be the true ceremonies, then let all 
peruerſe, and froward ſpirites , that upon 
meere peeviſhnes or other refraftarie hu- 
mor will not conforme and ſubſcribe, be 
irreuocably adiudged vtiterly vaworthis 
the. gratious protection of fo fingular a 
ſoverainty, Butſurely ifin his moſt prince. 
ly care to ſettle his ſubieAseſtaces, and to 
prevent the wiſerijes of endles 8& impoue- 


His Maeffies 
ſpeech in the 
ar-chamber, 
Pag. IT» 


riſhing ſuits, he truly foreſeesrhe abſolucs 


neceſſicie of refarming.theſe cwo corrups 
tions in the Cjuill, government; Lett our 
Jamentation finde fauour in his eares who 
aredaily ſubiect to þe moſt violencly tras 
duced, ſcornfully increated and yerie gree- 
voully fined, even inthe triple valew of 
our whale perſonall cates, yea and to be 
perpetually impriſoned without baile or 


- main priſe, onely becauſe wee dare notin 


Gods publicke worſhip conforme vnce 
mens Inventions, nor bowe downe vyato 


(8) 


2 Tim.2.1% theſe deyowring Cankers that do Tecretly 


conſume the ſpeciall and moft principall 
minilteriall members of the Churches "of 
Chriſt, yea and haue hitherto fed vpon 
and are much ſtrengrhned or confirmed, 
by everie remedie which hath beene ap- 

lied for their cure or remouall, for if re.. 
| 10n,o0r the outward parte thereof con- 
Sling in Religious rices be-ſubicTt to theſe 
ewo Corruptions: Alas how can poore 
Chriſtians with any comfort or aſſurance 
of faith, order their ourward ſerving of 
God feing they haveno certeine rule for 
rheirattions,geſtures, & Ceremonies there- 
in and Mproprintes thereunto, but muſt 
either forſake the felowſhippe of the 
Churches, or conforme to the orders, ca- 
nons and direQions which the Eccleſja- 
ſticall | roving in euerie age ſucceſſiue- 
ly ſhall in their wiſedome and diſcretion 
thinke to be moſt fic for the times; and 
meet or conuemient for the occahons. Are 
Hot the outward ations and ceremonies 
ordained by the Lord: him ſelfe for His 
publickeworſhip, moſt certaine' ſeales, 
and affured evidences of his verie'true 
and eſſentiall preſence hath our holy faith 
any other help from rhe fences bur by this 
means: and do not all they that hinder the 
magiſtrare from” eſtabliſhing them, ay 
wnto God departe from Vs wee Will none of 
theſe thy ajies ? and” from the contrarie, 


Ve not the Inyentions or traditions 'of . 
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(9) 


*men eſtabliſhed in Gods outward wor- 


ſhip infallible evidences, and vaerring 
reſtimonies of the real preſence of Sathan 
and do nor they then that hinder - the 
magiltrate from caſting them out fall 
down and worſhip him. 

The Revyerent Biſhops in King Edlvards 
dayes, and all the firlt rimes of rhe moſt 
famous and bleſſed Qu. Flt. of holy and 
verlaſting memory keld it neceſlarie that 
che Ancient and primitive diſcipline 
ſhould bee reſtored and therefore thete 
controyerted ceremonies to be onely for 
2 time retained, as by the publick decree 


ot the whole ſtate more ac large doth ap- Preface to 
Pur (which bleſſed be God , is molt Te- the booke of 
igfouſly by our dread and foyeraive Lord com.prajer. 


{tif retained and kept in force. ) Now 
rhe moſt learned & grave Biſhops of this 
age profefſe, thac rhe'King and ſtare ſhall 
commit-a greevous 'fin againſt the Lord 
af they do remooue any one of theſe 
things in queſtion wharſoevyer, and their 
Reafon is undeniable, if they Cari make it 
good, viz. beeauſe they are every one of 
them ordeyned by God , for ſo much di- 
rectly doth their Trre divino avd no Cert 
mony no Bichop being pur together necef- 
farily imply. 

Now ler our adverſaries ſearch all the 
the rTeporrs of rhe Common lawes , and 
ſee if it bee poſlible ro find: any one caſe 
{o'ful of contradiction and manifett 77- 


Toh. 4.22. * 
Mat. 12.56 


Epb.5 «IIs 


"(| 


ceri.:inty for ſuppoſe the next ſucceſſion of 
theſe (eas ( a thing I tell your greatly to 
be feared) ſhall think it fir upon certaine 
good cauſes and conſiderations, to bring 
zjn Images into our churches, preſſing on- 


' Iy the vid pretence ornamenti gratia, and 
the crofleinto the Lords ſupper for Reve. | 


rence, {pittle and ſalte into Baptiſme on- 
ly for fignificancy and myſte:1e , where 
ſhalt Incertainty have an end ,unletſe of ab- 
ſolute neceflity an unerring power be e- 
ſtabliſhed, for whoſe ſife foundation they 


have incheſe things muſt wiſely provided; | 


for can any doubrtul matter polsibly bee 


of Faith,& may any thing of religious uſe | 


Which is not of faith be conformed vnts 
in the worſhip of God?and can any thing 
of this nature have certainty for thelaw- 
fulnes of ir, unlefle it bee evidently war- 
ranted by the word of God ? I conclude 
therefore that tro conforme to any thi 

of religious uſe, which is not commented 
in the word of God, or (which is all one} 
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truely grounded the:eon and ſo; warran- | 


ted thereby, is to conforme- to meere 
Incertainty & Nvelty,even co I know not 
what, which art the yery beſt mult needs be 
an ignorant worſhip a geſture at Random 
and a ceremony art all a very ventures 

Andif it be lin to. vie Idle Iords in our 
ordinary talke, and if thoſe civill workes 


of our callings (be they geſtures or other , 
actions) if rhey be 1n/74ifull, aot ſavous : 


(11) 


ring of the ſpirit of Chriſt, are to be 


eſteemed, even the leaſt of them in their 


degree, meere Þorkes of Darknes; muſt it 
not nceds followe even by unfinice de- 
grees that much more, it is horrible 
miquite to conform to or vie idle words 
or gcltures not comely in the molt ſpecial 
prelence of our moſt holy God, even 
when wee are at his owne holy table; 
and is not euerie thing Rash, haltie, 
Idle & uncomely which 15 not warrafted 
by the: word of God?muſt not the heart be 
prepared before the body or any part 
thereof can bring forth any word aQion 
or geſture wh is good,and can tho 
heart poſſibly bee prepared any way but 
by conforming to the ſpirit of God ac- 
cording to the {criptures? yea Is not eve- 
ry other conformitie parcell of that Evill 
treaſure? Incertainty therefore and Novelty 
are very cyill yea moſt deadly corruptions 
and being thus iuftified in the publick 
worſhip of God , will corrupt and cate 
into all the civill procedings of the ſtare 


whatſoeyer.If then it bee {ubiet to his. His Maeſtiny 


non fuit /ic ab initio,though ir be of never 
ſogreat antiquity, yea therin may be cory- 
val with che real preſence andthoughc 

ordeyne:s thereof and pleaders for it had 
all rhe wit and learning of whole univer- 
fities and the moſt abiolute wiſdom of a 
nationall Synode , yet hee that could not 
erre hath adjudged it to bee a meare No- 
MY, Was is got {@ from the beginaing 


Eph.5.ut; 


Eccleſ. 5.2, 


P/4.10t, 9 
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(n) 
of thre ſacrament, did this geſture or theſ® 
ceremonies , creepe into the worſhip © 
God, after the Apoſtolicall times men* 
tioned in the ſcripture? chen with out 
all queſtion though” all the learned men 
in the whole world, hold it and them 
lawfull, yet it 1s a Novelty and they meere 
and idle Incertemties, tor nullum tempus 
occurrit Regi, wheretore as our ſaid ſoye- 
raine Lord and moſt learned King ſayd to 
the grave and learned Ivdges of theland, 
Remember you are no makers of law ,but in- 
#erpreters of the Law , according to the true 
ſence thereof;even ſo [ beſeech al. godly pa- 
ſtors and learned divines(if they fincerely 
defire to build up the houſe of God and 
not to breake doWbn the carved Work thereof 
Pith axes and hammers) bee pleaſed to 
remember that they are not "to make 
rules or lawes, cannons or conſtitutions in 
the Churches of Chriſt to bind the Con- 
ſciences of Chriſttans withall, but onely 
co interprete and divide the word of God 
aright,being the onely Cannon and {ole 
rule of the Conſcience,and that nor after 
this fathers or that Counſels opinion or 
Iudgement , or the practiſe of later or 
more ancient Churches, but madex ous. 
ro the-true ſence of the ſpirit, alwayes and, 
onely evident in the ſcriptures.  Andis 4 
the "Kings office to protett and ſettle the 
frue interpretation of the lah of ' God with- 
is bjs Dominious? (oh blcſled and for ever 
bled 


13. 
bleſſed ſhall ſuch bee ) then queſtionles 
will our Lord and maſter, the great King 
of heaven and earth prote& all choſe that [; 
E” ſtand for the true interpretation thereof *\* | 
bh and ate readie to conforme to any rhin 'Þ 
that is evidently grounded thereon ,” an 4 
refuſe not conformity unto anithing bue 
what is not warranted thereby; There- ii 
fore brethren all that ſecke the Lord with l 
ugg and honeſt hearts , ler them in | 
theſe cafes of Controverſie not Runne 1n- 
| ro this or that Corner or country after an 
| old Rabbie ora new Doctor but goe di- pc g 0. 
rely and plainly tothe LaÞÞ and to the te- 
y : ſthmonie, for , reſolution truely piven 
by 'the word of God doth onely bind 
the conſciences of men : And all Fathers, 
or Counſels, Dottors, or Canons, how 
Ancient and univerfall fſoeyer, which - 
Command or perſwade to Conforme 
ro any thing in' Gods worſhip of Re. 
ligious uſe , and do not ſpeake according to 
| this Word, it is moſt certain they habe no 
light in them. obiea: © 
"| But here my Lord indifferents light horſ- , 
men offer a lighe sKkirmith , and ſay that 
"theſe things not being forbidden 'in the 
} . word, Chriſtians haye liberty to uſe or not 
} to uſe as they think good,or as the magi- 
ſtrate is pleaſed to command. Anſw. - 
No faith the koly Ghoſt , Þhoſoever : 
ſpeaks not according to. the Word , that is | 
according to the a@Qrine of the word,or L 
practiſe 
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(14) 
praGtiſe of the Church mentioned in and 
appoogs by the word there is yerily no- 
thing but darknes in them , for Chrift is 
that tight even the whole and onely lighe 
of the whole univerſall Church , and is 
not the light of his word in theſe things 
Which are. ſo preſſed and urged ? then 
whoſocyer followes or conforms unto 
them Talks in darknes, even as thoſe thac 
conforme to any thing truely grounded 
on the word, follow Chriſt and fo do not 
walk in darknes. Is not his light of the * 
word then , but the darknes of mans wiſ- ' 
dom and humane learning onely,in theſe 
things? then verily is the Prince of dark- 
nes ſtrongly and moſt firmely for them, 
Sh how tearefull (it he prevail which the 
Lord of light forbid ) muſt needs that 
darknes be,and who dare conforme ther- 
unto; will the pretence of not being for- | 
bidden ſhift off theſe things? If therefore 
your paſtors cannot make 1t appeare, that 
the things which they | ws + you to 
conform unto are according to the word 
of God, you are bound in conſcience not 
eto yeeld unto them, becauſe you may 
not have any kind of fellowſhip with 
any aGtions geſtures or other Þorks Þbich 
have no light but come in them , and all 
things are made manifeſt onely Ly the Ty 
of t * eopoptay ate? ge gowde . (> | 
5s Chriſt is that faithfult and true Wiutneſſe © 
Jad oy more fallely depend on this Te= 
wh 61mony 


(15) 


Rimony then'on all che tathers.an&Coun- 
ſels, Cannons and Doctors in the whole 
world: "128 

Bur they ſay that all theſe: da ſweare 
dicedtly that knecling-even-as-1t is, vrged 
(ani ſo all things els 1n. controuerite), 15 
both lawfull and <'onvenient; bur what 
faith that yneerring Witnes g: heeve our 
aduerſaries reply that as he ſaith; nothing 
for the geſture ſo he hath not» 19n& word 
againſt ar oranyrot the ref: 1;demand 
then, whether this, ,gelturede a !true £6- 
ſture or s lving geſture, they muſt needs 
fay a trug geſture; or.cls they, ſhame tall, 
but carih poſibly.be ſo,and thatdairhful 
and true wittoes never gaue any: ;kind : 0 
teltimony:ynto it, avd-wee have a' direct 


Lcomandement tobeate bim inallthings,not AH5.3 229 


an doctrines of fanb/only,buri:n; dodtrins 
of gelturcs and. ceremonies. alſo,, yea an þ. 
Whatſorcuer 1s-19.any-degree of. religious 
vie?(,do nat ſtumble at the next werdes, 


for they ere all plainto him that :pill, duder> Pro: 8.8. 9g 


Stand) for-wherein conlitts the [fairhfull- 
pes of Chriſt his Teſtimony but.,ip.;rever 
aling. or making knoIne all things,cencer- 
Ding taith or goyernmet geſtures or cexcx. 
4011S, YEA A haſacdcr the father: would 
haue the Churches art any time: w -his 
worfhip 'avd ſervice to confortmmevnio? 
dur to vic--onely; his owne wordes : AU 
things that 1 haue heard of my fiuuh #Þhaue 
wade knoÞus: $1u0 you ,. buthe:; made 

C known 


(16) 
knowne unto them that 4 table - yes 
ſture \/ was the onely true. geſture in | 
the adminiſtration of this ſacrament; . ! - 
which ar this very inſtant he immediacly ©! 
inſtituted and delivered;for elſe he would {| 
never have uſed it.) Therefore by this | 
his own aftion, hee hath made knoÞn to 
all croe-Churches for ever, that he heard 
or learned the table geſture of the father, 
and thereforerhey may not in any caſe or 
upon 7 rerms conforme to any © 
untes in like manner it be apparant thar ir 
comes alſo from the father : alſo he-never 
made known unto them, that kneeling 
as it is urged was lawfull therfore he ne- 
ver learned or heard it of his father. And 
becauſe the diſciples ſhould not forget 
this orany thing els which by precepc 
or pe -_ ha _ —_— promiſed 
to oly Ghoſt unto them , both to 
dog Re edas 2 bring all 77 Ana their re 
membrante which be bad told them now ſee- 
© .3.5:-". ing they fiever+ uſed any other (forit is 
that hoſt fearefullfin of preſumption the 
mothet'of final Apoltacieto ſuppoſe the 
uſed/any thing of Religious uſe needfull + - 
for the "Churches 'afrerward to uſe and 
Conforme unto which the ſcriptures do 
not direatly metion & approue)it is more 
then evident, that they never heard of 
Chriſt that any other geſture was lawtfull 
or mght inany reſpe beconformed unte 
in the at of receying the ſevatmeye pes 
| ed A 
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(17) 
to the whole rruth-& not to'fome- ſpecial 
parts onely , if then this bee a geſture of 
tructh, and” the other bee” 'Geremonies 
of trueth, though inthe lowelt degree of 
Religious uſe Chrilt doth certainly beare 
witnes in the; ward that they are good 


and lJawfull ,- and then indeed wee- ought 
to: conforme.\unto; them , | ſeeing Every 


ne that is of (the; trueth beareth kis - 


poyee,that is'obeyerh his 'will ;- and isnoc 


- the word his yoyce or hath he:anyocher, 


All rherefore:that conforme ro any thing 
of -Religious'uſe , , withour fafe' warrant 
from the word;;are not of the trarth, but 
direQtly of error, Tf then Chrittians are 
bound co conforme to any thing, yea for 
conſcience ſakes, : which yer Chriſt: hath 


- pot made known/in the Scriptures to bee 


good and-[awfulthen do your Adverfaries 
of neceſſity inferre» that Chrilt- hath "not 
made known, "All things of neceſſary uſe 
Cat ſome timesand in ſome cales at leaſt) 
m the worſhip of God unto his Churches 
and ſervants, and {o-denying'the/fairhful- 
nefle of his propheticall ofice'inthis par- 
ticular, they come neereto that Apoſtari- 
call hereſe,eyents deny that Ilefus'is that 
Chriſt,or thac anoynred prophet-whom' we 
muſt heare in all things , yea by rhis their 
Mite prefing of contormitie' they doe 
10timatre'thar Fe is not the Lord;znot Lord 


_  orauthor of the whole trueth for they 


2 '' ſay 


B* cially'ſcing be bears Thitnes to the trutheven 10þ.18, ; fa 


1.I1þ.2.23 


Inc.12.7s 
P/al,14.1. 


(38). 


ſay-kneeling and the other things in can- 
troverſie ;are not lies or noyeltes, fanta- 
fies or Incerteinties, bur of the trueth and 
and therefore to be conformed unto, and 
yet for their hearts cannoc' proove that 
Chriſt is Lord or author of them. | 

And evendshe which denies the divine 
providence in the particular government 
of all things eyenco the falling of the hairs 
of our bead , doth ſay 'm his heart there us 
no.Got; : or frames his affettions and diſ- 


poſes-of his Courſes, as if God were 0+ 


therwiſe chen-he hath-in his-word revea- 


led: himfelfe to bee, and ſo denying - 


his particular providence , fets up in 
his heart the Gods or Idols of Chance and 
Fortune good or evill:ſo they that afiarme 
thar becauſe Chrift hath not. particularly 
or expreſly-forbidden-thefe things in the 
word therefore-wee. mey'z,yea and being 
comanded ought to conform unto themy 
though'there bee no -watrant in ſcripture 
for che; do in effett in theſe bairs(as I may 
ſay ), or ceremonies of his-worſhip or as 
theyi.count-them. the. ſmall, and rriviall 
matters of his fervice deriy that/he is Lord 
10 his. Church, that is not ſuch an abſo- 
Jute Lord as the ſacred Scriptures deſcribe 
him.to bee, and ſo fer, up in their harts 
the:Idols of Novelty and ſncerternty ,or the 
Gods of humane [nbentions and Worldly 
#raditions, or the preceprs and pleaſures 
of mea , and ſo diſpoſe of: Religious ce 
remonics in Gods publick were 
their 


| 
| 


o 
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their occaſions may happen or chance to 
move them upto: ſo that though wich- 
out any ſtop they readily take the oath' 
of allegyance unto Chriſt , yer by a men- 
tall reſervation ,, they intend and meane 
that Ture dibino their callings With theſe 
appyrtenices are-norſubiet ro theſupre- 


macy of his word,” Therefore let all Gods . 


ſeryants rather reaſon thus, Þhit profiteth 


the Image of any humarle Invention?Vere- Abac.2,18, 


ly they are teachers of lies. Doe they no 
good then do they much hurt2reach they 


not the truth® (it they doe,then Chriſt in 


the word bears witnefſe-unto them) then 
do they confirme errour & fal{hood/Woe 
ther fore unts him that faith; that theſe&devi- 
ces are {ufficient ts! teach the Churches & 
that ſome good leſion or mnitructis3 maybe” 
gortre by them no,no,though they be laid 
over with gold & ſilver and have the tnoſt 
excellent and learnedeſt wits in'the world 
eo Iuſtifie and” defend them , yet When 
they haue done all that poſſibly rhey'carr 
there ts no breath in/them , they eamriorfor 
their lives make them of '*any profitable 
uſe for the ſervice of the Church inthe 
worthip of God, but the Lord is in bis holy 
temple onely un his ©wn ordinances,therets 
$be bleſſing for evermore, & 'not in'mens de- 


vices, theretors tet all the earth keepe ſilence ' 


before him, & hereafter hold their p :ace, 
and never open their mourthey in the de- 


. Fence or excule of theſe vanities, *: 


"23 But 


ver[.19. 


Ve.[{. 2s, 
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But why 1 pray you will ſome ſay, ſhould 
not [mages,or this geſture,and theſe cere- 
monies of other hike humane Inventions, 
yeeld, as much cemfort and itir up as true 
devotion in our conformitie to them, as 
wellas the Ark & Cherubins,or the table 
geſture-and, other of the like nature? 
Even becauſe the Lord in his infinite 


wiſdom and love bath deviſed and com- | 


manded theſe, and therefore how filly or 
contemptible ſoever they ſeeme tro the 
wiſdom of the world,yer his divine power 


- 15 alwayes preſent, and dorh inſeparably 


work in the holy ufing & pactaking of his 
own:divipe ordinances, but he neycr or- 
dayned the other, and therefore all the 
power which is in them 15 from Satan,& 
ſtirs up. ro/errour and luperſtition, or to 
ſchiſme and Apoltacie. AJl the teaching 


_ and preaching therefore and other payns 


whatſoeyer.ungertaken for their iuſtifica- 
tionand uph-iding is but m- bayne,utrerly 


Maib.r5.9 unproficable for the Churches of Chriſt, 


Gen.6.5. 


for all the devotion Reverence and {cem- 
linefle which theſe do beget 1s but vaine 
and deceirfull,;eyen onely in ſeeming not 
in ſubſtance, For what are the opinions 
and imaginations of the moſt wiſe and 
learvedſt; men in the whole world not 
being truely | grounded on the word of 
God, arc they not abſolutely Evil ? and 
that not now and then , or onely in ſome 


U17+9. damnable_poyacs of Machubeliſme, Ma - 
| home- 
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hometiſme, Poperie , or Acianiſtne;, but” 


continually even 1n all things; eſpecaally 
much more in thoſe that concerne [the 
worſhip & ſervice of God,till he habe. ope- 


ned ther bnderſtandings. To Conformixhen: 
to: any thing - of | Religious uſe withaur.. 


warrant from Gods word, thoughlearned 


and wiſe men, yea grave: and godly preas _ 
| chers are verily per{waded,that rather the ' 


the Churches th uld be untaught,or Chri-, 
ftians want and be deprived of the ſacra-- 
mear and other exerciſes of Religion:wee 
very ſafely may fo do, is abſolutely (net - 
withſtandiog the ſayd opinion: of very 
worchy necks conforme to Evill. Theres 
fore it were far better for the true:Chure 
ches of Chriſt in this cafe, to beedriven 
#nto the Wildernes,& {o deprived of all pub+ 
lick Praga - Faw mans ( apr = 
i 4 place prepared of God, 'yea 
w_ be Rdthee) then thus 'by. confor- 
ming to [nrerteintics and, Novelties to: bee 
Either quite ſtaryed or molt groſly infe+- 
Qed. Geary thing therefore of Religious 
uſe which hath not warrant» ftom*the 
word of God is directly E>ill,and to con'- 
tend and to be zealous for it; is to-gern 
IÞhoring after our own Inventions. 
Bur here it may be fayd, there is as 


Luk, 24.25 


Rev.12,'6, 


P/a.r06.39 


much verrue, reverenceand deuoridn. (if obia 


the affections bee rightly ordred ) in one 
geſture as in another,in that of kneeling as 


4aa table gelture,and = in the other que- 


FY ſtioned 


Anſw, 


(22) 


ſtforied-Ceremonies as well as in any 0+ 
cher whariocucr. 


Sure'ywnacters being ſim ply conſidered | 
by chein ſelues, and: fo compared toge-' 


, _ . ther theſe imen ſpeak ro-verie good ſence 


Aft.ro. r5 
Mark.10.9 


and reaſon; yea with'yerie great 1udgement 
and: woderitanding ? but yer The things 
Which; God-hamielf hath purified or ſet 'a« 
part for Religions uſes, {et za man pollute 
or ſeperate by inixing any humane Itnven- 
tions-therewich: And from the Contrarie, 
tet no anan;'\btirifie or enioynefor religious 
viein the-worſhip of God anything which 
C nor being warranted jn tbe word ) God 


hath/polluted. tor they may as well detend- 


and:/thas.with as - good colour and ſhew 
of nyrural reaſon. and humane vnder- 


 Ntanding;chat there 15 as much divine ver- 


rue in-beere;ale or water, as in wine in the 
facrament,and therefore'alſo rather, then 
to: 'breake-/the [peace; of. the church mn 
which wee -liue, and nor to have the ble(- 
ſed ſacrament adminiſtred 4-minilters and 
people-were better to cotorm & ſubſcribe 
to: the-yſe ot chem if they it like manner 
ſhould be 191oyned. And: with as good 
probabilitie: they may avaw there was 


; as much vertue in any: other rodd as in 


that which was in the hand of moy/es, and 


, "4h anyiother ſale as 1n-thar wherewith the 


prophet healed che waters, yerat the verie 
beſtithis:is bur a. meere- carnall or a 
prowd-:59yiaus argument, and though it 
ſcemeiveric prpbablg , yea and to ſome 
the 
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the more they ponder on it” the more 
ynanſwerable it 15, yeris it exceedingly 
teaprous aud infe&tions.-To- make which 
£o06d let them be pleaſed to coniider the 
argument and maner thereof which: in 
theverie like caſe the lord him ſelf tramed 
and/prefied, yea and purpoſely nor con- 
tingently bur inthe molt abſolure-perfe- 


Etion of his divine wiſedome committed 


the ſame not to tradition but to writing, 
for the uſe and direGtion of all poſtericy 
in the ike occations, ro- be their: prefi- 
dent for ever. For” the whole Scripture , 
(and therefore alfo this part) z given by 
nſviration of God, and ts profitable to teach 
and detend all cruth which is to be con- 
formed unto, either concerning faich of 
godlinetie, and to convince or difprouc-all 
errour for dottrine or ceremonie,  t8 cor - 
retF all vice,and toinftrutt in. all righte- 
oulnefle, and therefore why ſhould 1 
teare to profeſſe that | verily beleeuc that 
even this place which I urge, and every 
other portion of facred writ, was even 
therefore w/itten that we might beleene that 
Tefus u the Chriſt (being ſome way help- 
full thereunto)) and that in beleevmg Tee 
might hane life tbrough his name, as hel> 
ping much therefore for che confirmation 
of our faith in the holy Scriprures abſq- 
Jute and molt perfect ſufficiency, and for 
the aſſuring of our hearts that wee may 
not conforme to any thing of religious 
ue 


loh.20 {;r, 


Leu.r0,2,2 5 


(24) 
aſe in the publicke worſhip of God, bur 
What is truely grounded on them. 

Marke 1 pray you reverently and reli- 
iouſly the true reaſon why N4dab and 
Abibu were ſo fearefully and micaculouſ- 
y 9 and deyoured ; would not. 
the fire thinke you, which they broughe 
in their Cenſors, haue ſerued well enough 
to haue burnt up the incence? was there 
not as much paturall yercue in that fire, 
and as ſufficieat power (1n any mans rez- 
ſon) to performe that ſervice, as in any 
other, yea and as in that which was upon 
the Alcar? yes verily, no indifferent man 
that heares and knowes the matter, will 
fay otherwiſe : why then what need the 
Lord ro haue madeſo exceeding much a- 
doe abour a licrle fire, or others about a 
poore geſture, as if the very foundations 
of religion had thereby been grievoul- 
Iy ſhaken ? Fire mult be abſolutely had, 
agd ſo they uſe it reverently, carry 
themſelues decently and orderly (and 
here is no mention to the contrary) what 
can any peaceable minded man ſay 2- 
gainſt them > Even this is ſaid againſt 
them by the Lord himſelfe, the very God 


of peace, They put fire : What? which the 


Lord had forbidden ? No, the Lord pur- 
polcly refuſes co reaſon in that manner, 
to make us __—_ _ on ag 
mn the gate, and ſaith, They offered ftrange 
fire before the Lord, that was a ſtrange and 
| remaikes 
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zemarkable preſumption indeed, and full 
worthy of a ftrange and remarkable pu- 
niſhment, to teach all poſtericie for ever, 
whether Councels or Churches, particu- 
lar or generall, to take ſpectall heed, thar 
they never preſume to bring any ſtrange 


fire, ſtrange geſtures, ſtrange callings, or 


ſtrange ceremonies into the publick wor- 
ſhip and divine ſervice of our moſt koly 
and icalous God, eſpecially inthe cleare 


ſun-ſhine of the Goſpell. 


But was this fire made by Philoſophy, 


Alchimy, or Necromancy 


? For then it 


muſt needs be confefled that this were a 
very foule faultin any, and moſt worthy 
of deprivation fo zffo? No ſuch matter; 


how ſhall we t 


know which fire or 


Callings, which ceremonies or geſtures 
are ftrange, that we may take heed (whar- 
ſoever come of it) -wee never conforme 
unto them, ſecing Nadab and Abibu, and 
men of eminenr place and excellent parts, 
doe ſtand very confidently for the abſo- 


luce lawfulnefſe, yea and dire firnelſe of 


theſe things of this nature queſtioned 2- 

monegtt us? (Lord open thou ouy eyes, that 

= may, ſee th:ſe wonderfull things in thy 
wp 


To help ps in this caſe againſt all ciining Anſws 


queſtioniſts & ſubrill diſpurers, whick the 


Lord foreſaw would even peſter this laſt 


age of the world , he ts pleaſed to ſpeake 
in words and fillables , that che ſimpleſt 


£ 


may 


oye. 


Fſal. 119.18 


(26) 
may underſtand if they will not ſtop their 
cares, and moſt eafily diſcerne if they will 
nt winke with their eyes, and faith in 
the firſt verſe hich he had not commanded 
them, what could it advantage them to 


plead(as theſe men do) the Lord hath not 


forbidde it,therefore we may conform un- 
rout, & lecing there is no ill meaning nor 
any the lealt purpoſe co bring in Idolatrie, 
or £-> confhirme any therein, but the cleane 
contrary,as it 15 well enough known, why 
ſhould -any bee ſo preciſeto abridge us of 
our liberue? But the Lord foreſceing that 
all che other 'eight. commandements 
would-not haue halſe ſo much opplition 
as; this of his outward worſhip, yea 
knowing that all the witty obieQions , 
and the very quinteſcence of all the ſub- 
ell diftioftions that: the botromleſle pir 
could poſſibly affoord, would bee ſet a- 
breach in theſe laſt rimes under colour 
of zinity and . decency for the more eaſie 
making way to the (breach thereof, rhis 
being the very key. 20 all the other follo- 
wing : for keepe this.lincerely,and faith- 
fulnetle and truch. will flouriſh in all the 
reſt ; buc ſuffer wicked men by carnal de- 
vices to make a breach in this, and to 1ju- 
ſtihe the ſame,and there will bee nothing 
but carnall policie and diſsimulation in 
all the reſt. Now to prevent this miſery 
Which alt callings and conditions elle wil 
tele the Imart of, he teaches Magiltrates 


by 


ue wo wc as a6 M OF 
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by his owne praftiſe how te deale with 
their Nadabs & Abihues (for every age 
wil haue {ſome ſuch )and by this his argu- 
ment,#maaer'of reaſoning, teaches ab pri- 
vate Chriſtians how to behaue themlelues 
in theſe occaſions, as if he had ſaid, That 
fire which the Lord' hath not comanded, 
is ſtrange,or a novelty, that geſture 1n Gods 
worſhip, that ceremony or calling in the 
Church which the Lord hath not ordai- 
ned,ts /trange,and a meere Innovation. Is 
it a matter of religious uſe? yes, And hath 
not the Lord in the word commanded it? 
no. Then it is ſtrange,and thou mayſt not 
in any-cafe ſubſcribe or conforme unto it» 

And teſt the impudent importunity of 
theſe indiffrent ones ſhould preyaile in his 
Churches,the Lord is pleaſed for our bet+ 
ter confirmatis,ro afford us this invincible 
reaſon, Thoſe that teach Words in my name 
(he doth noe ſay which Lhaue forbidden; 
but) Þhich 1 hae not commanded, teacb'ly- 
mg Words; ſo that whatfoeyer is miniſteri- 
ally raught and expreſſed in the Churches 
of Chritt which God hath not comman- 
ded;,is of a'lying diſpoſition , even of no 
other-vſe but co'oppoſe the truth; and to 
tuitifie errour. Thoſe callings then which 
the'Lord hath not'eommanded, are lying 
callings. Thoſe ceremonies arid' geſtures 
which the Lord hath not commanded, are 
lying ceremonies &-geſtures, & ferue for 
ao other end, but under colour to thrift 
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out Gods holy ordinances and to bring it! 
by degrees even any of mens Inventions, 

But here methinks I heare one crying 
our, this is not tothe point though they 
graunt all that I have ſaid, for Nadab and 
Abihu were violeat and vaſtaied; yooug 
men and that which: they did' was the 
friure of raſh and greenec heads and they 
were neuer Inioyned by Moyſcs to take 
any other fire then that which was of 
Divine inſticution, and came downe 
from heaven but voluntarily & preſump- 
euoufly without any diger of lofing their 
liuings, or having any. Eccleſjaſticall or- 
dinance or allowance fer the ſame, they 
very vnadviledly, yea deſperatly ventred 


on ic; whereas otberwiſe if they had been 


grave and diſcreete, perſons, the aftion 
not being forbidden by God, & the ma- 
giſtrate commaunding it,and that .other+ 
wiſe they might not. haue miniſtred at 
the Altar, but thould haue beene deprived 
both of their placesand maincenance? In 
ſuch a caſe rather then the daily ſacrifice 
ſhould ceaſe and the people be untaught, 
it were better | a, thouſand rimes..to 
take any fire , -yearand to weare a 
fooles or a red pyde- Coate in fteed of 
the Pricſts garments and to: conforme-or 
ſubſcribe to any thing whatſoever-in ca» 


{es of ſuch deſperate! exrremitte , and io . 


there.appeares an exceeding great diftc- 
rence betwixt ther calc and ours. : 


. 
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{ muſt needs confeſſe this to be true, and Anſw. 


hee were worthy of a fooles Coate and 
cox-combe too , that will not: acknows= 
ledge this ſo great. a difference in many of 
you.” But is 1t any other then that, which 


was berwixt Joabs killing of Abner ia his 2 $4m.3.27 
owne private quarrell, yoluncartly,: pre- , coy, 22, 
ſumptuouliy, and of malice forethought. g 1g, 


And of Doeg, that Edomite, his running 
upon and ſlaying foureſcore and fiue per- 
ſons that did weare a linnen Ephod, by the 
diret, but meſt -uniuſt commandement 
of Saul the annointed of the Lord # Hce 
that voluntarily makes . himſelfe 2 Foole 
and a Knaucyis worthy of reprofe : but he 
that is commanded to doe wickedly, and 
damnably,as to rake away a mans living, 
good name, or lite, by ſome Canon-ſhot, 
poyſon, or other damnable practiſe, is not 
to be held ary ſtrenge man, but by this 
ſtrange infe:ence of theſe range diſpu- 
rers, £0 bee iuſtified, becauſe though to 
breake any of Gods leaſt commandements, 
even the leaſt branch of anic of chem wil- 
fullic againſt knowledge, and to-teach 0 
thers ſo to do,or to.perſwade them to con- 
forme _ in _ of rant yangy, nw 
certainlic keepe out of the kingdom of Go 

1a che deat or SO Aer Chriſt; yer 
if the magiſtrate will haue ir ſo. (faith our 
learned maſters ſweet / inference) chena- 
ny, even the greateſt commandements of 
Gods Law wn anic branch thereot , may 
verie 


Math. 5.1 
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yery ſafely be broken,8 without all dans 
ger conformed unto; Is not” this taot 
horribly rhough-molt cloſely to vilify-tu- 
preame auchority? let no-fonne of Eſay or 
curſed Amalekite gatherthat from hence 
which was ne» erto-muchk as Jotended,as 
if Þ 1uferred that eitherfuch an untawtull 
decree: may in any faſhion be refifted, 
ſeing;:all the ſervants of.Chriſt theugh un 
in 4uchicaies they cannot be obedient be+ 
caufe it 15 'not in theLord,yet of abſolute 
neceflity.they muſt: bee fabiect, for the 
Lords fake, or becaufe David a man atcer 
Gods own heart , gave forth a comman- 
dement {(occalionally wicked) -which.yet 
beiog meerly civill, /vab(unwillinigly ) 0- 
beyed,that therefore: David 15 to be cftec- 
med a:Saxla periecutor;an hypocrit 8 3 


reprobate2God forbad;zit:it be afin-of the - 


Jecond'table. ( though great and hilthy) 
yet wich-Shem and Zaphet couer'it ,*byt if 


directly. againſt God, confefle.ir1f ever we . 


looke:tor mercy.Not, bur-that God him- 
ſeltermay diſpence with any of his'Com + 
mandemens, but for-us to give.this his 
glory-or:a ſpeciall | prerogative to any'0+4 
ther 1is:ro blaſpheme him char:madenus:; 
Atoyſes therefore knowing the abſolue 
necellny.: (intac ordinarie way to falva- 
tion). of the: knowledge"in this pranct- 
palland fundamentall poynt of faith and 
Religion, viz. that the-Lord will be fintH- 
Jied. ( bark by ufiag-his own ordinances 
icyerently and holily , and eſpecially or 
x : principally 


| 
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principally in having nothingin/bis pab« 
licke, worihip of religious uſe. but-whar 
hee hath Comimaunded) mn them that come 
weere him (and can we poſlibly core nee - 
rer him, then when we are with hun and 
he by his fpeciall preſence with us-at his 
own-table) and before all the » people-I1ll bee 
glorified ,. by an open and manifeſt decla- 
ration of our contormitie to him and not 
ro mens deyices.. Doth it not moſt plainly 
declare to all genciations for eyer g2 that 
to do or contorme; to any. :hing ot: Reli- 
gious uſe in Gods publick worſhip, which, 
he-hath not commanded is a molt fearetul 
fin which he will greevouſly puniſh; yea 
cleane contrary eyen to protare the Lord: 
for when we do not herein tie our!ſelyes 


preciſely ro keepe and do all the ord of the Dent . 28, 
Lap ( and thoſe onely,) hich axcÞpritien 58.59» 


(not jn mens.canrons:- and conſtitutions 
bus) in this booke (even the ſacred and in- 
ſpired; ſcriptures.) we doe:;moli'iplainely 
mavifeſt, that whatſoever outwardly wee 
protefie, yet-in our hearts, wee doe not 
and in awe of , or feare that glarious and 
fearefull name, The:-Lord thy God, yea and 
notwithſtanding: our /aymg (cr often res 
peating ) LordLard, and:making a;mol 
open profeſhon of alltundamental poynts 
concerning theiaQ.ot Tuſtification ,'nay, 
though it be graunted:thatthole excellent 
devices of pope and ſtate and al} yariety 
ot delicacies $&-moſt plealing Inyentions 

D ordeyned 
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(32) 
ho man to haue ſtate in Gods publick 
ip, doe exceedingly worke upon 

the affetions of carnall men, and 
draw them by theſe means #0 come neere 
unto God (in the place of his publik wor« 


Bj.29. 13. ſhip)with their lip:(making outward ſem- 


Dent.28, 
63, 


blance of great deyorion and reverence of 
his majeſty which before they neyer re- 
ded;yert ſeeing this feare of God(or re- 
1gion) is begotren in them, not by Gods 
own ordinances but by conforming to the 
precepts and cannons of wiſe and learned 
men, it is onely carnal and worldly (what 
holy devour and charitable ſhewes ſoever 
itmakes) and is ſo far off from knitting 
or ioyning our foul ro God which is our 
greateſt happineſſe,as ir Removes on7 heart 
(more and more ) from him which is our 
ateſt miſery. So that this Chriſtian li- 
erty Which theſe men doſo boaſt of that 
it God have not forbidden it , then we 
may ſafely conforwe unto it and ſo not 
tying our ſelves ftriftly to that onely 
which is 'commanded or written in the 
word,is a meere flavery and bondage,and 
' the very next, yea moſt dire way ts 
bring us back again in = thips of humane 
Inventions into ſpiritual Fg yþf, where un- 
der colour of moſt learned prophecying, 
Texabel playes falſe even clotely profeſſerh 
ſpirituall bawdry the moſt abominable 
mother of that damnable Tdolatry. 
All will worſhip theg,eucn mar 
0 


(33) 
God hath not commanded, thovgh it beg 
ordeined by men of ncuer ſo great wiſdom, 
ynderſtanding aid diſcretion,and all orher 
moſt excellent parts,and ypon moſt wiſe 
conſiderations, good purpoſes and holy 
Intenticns,is notwithſtanding 'nothing in 
all the world bur mecre alluring entice- 
mentesto make the way plain” for ſpirit= 
tuall filthines, and therefore by no means 
upon any terms to be c6formed vnto,but 
to be held and adiudged moſt yolawfull 
yea execrable 2nd therefore ro ſubmir 
our ſclues thereunto eſpecially in theſe 
daies of knowldge ,muſt nedes at the verie 
beſt (though not incueric one in the fame 
degree) be but Nadabs and Abihues caſe, 
For if will worſhip or mens Inventions 
bee tollerable in theſe, why not vpon 
like conſideration in any ofher? ifin new 
Ceremonies, why not in new ſacraments? - 
for if wee acknowledge man to baue pri- 
viledge or prerogatiue dizins Inre, in 
deviſing fome Religious aQtions or geſture 
in Gods publicke worthip, do what they 
can, out of this feed by degrees, of ab- 
ſolute neccffitie will the popes ſupremacie 
ariſe, ſeing all the other Eight Comman- 
ments haue a kind of dependanciet for ſo 
much as concerns the outward man)upen 
the ſecond, as all the duties of the inward 
man have of the firſt, and therefore the 
conforming to,and ſo Tuſtifying the law- 
fulnes of che feed, muſt needs give ſtrong 
=; appre- 


(54) 


approbation to the goognes of the fruit, 
Seing, then the warrantie,,  vertue or 
power of eyerie Religious calling, ation, 
ccremonie or gelture, comes got from 
the doer but from the ordainer , and that 
all the gaod Intentions orlearned Imagi- 
nations in the. whole world can. neither 
deviſe them nor make them lawtull or 
profitable ; let us acknowledge that God 
onely can take a Ribbe out of Adam and 
make it a fit helpe tor man, and that hee 
onely can ordeine callings Ceremonies & 


geſtures for his Church & worſhip, yea& . 


make them profitable helps for his ſeryats 
therein,. though he rake them any wheres 
and from whence ſoever he pleaſcth, yea 
though they had formerly been Idolized 
or made blind, & lame,or leaprous,yert he 
(yea he onelyYan cleanſe them and make 


Lit .6.44. them holy,for is it poſhble that an el zree 
Luc 18.19, (humane wiſdom) should bring forth good 


Jamn.2, 
17, 


rt (any acceptable ſ{crvice?) or is there 
any primarily good but God , from hom 
Every good pift doth come;Eicher che Lord 
1s the author of the calling , geſture and 
Ceremopy or elſe of abſolute neceflity 
it follows,there cannot polsibly in\any re- 
reſpe&t or to any intent & purpoſe be apy 
goodnes therein at all. And therefore the 
Churches of Chriſt haye no promiſe of a 
bleſsing but abſolutely of a Curſe by con- 
forming thereunto , eſpecially ſeing all 
humane Inyentions or tradzyens (of this 
| nature 
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_ nature,) aſſume by lircle and little yea ar 
length withour bluſhing chalendge ro 
themſelves cuen by divine right,that holy 
reſpett & religious reverence w*®.1s gnly 
due to Gods ordinances, which fin atthey 
doe commit who'tearh for dottrines (cons 
cerning che governmet of the Church, or 
the ceremonies and geſtures in 'publick 
worſhip of God) mens precepts (even the 
. Meere opinions or authorices of fathers, 
the grave Counſels or cannons of learned 
men, ) and not one divine drame” of the 
holy and inſpired ſcriprnre, and thus by 
the alluring conrentments which alwayes 
accompany theſe humane- devices, they 
fteale away the hearte,'and make it-goec a» 
whoring aftet them, wich a moft /foletit 
delight in,and approbation of'the far be- 
yond Gods owne ordinances, eyenas'the 
filchy (though: ſaout faire or 'painced) 
harlot, ſteales: away the affettion''of the 
husband from his wife ro her ſelfe; and 
therefore confortnicy muſt needs bee ar 
leaſt acceſſarie unco this ſacriledge'; are 
you nat much bound to your learned pa- 
tors, who take ſuch paines to perſwade 
you to it? | 

Now in thgatt of receiving the Lords 
ſupper at th& Lords owne table, ſorne ge- 
ſture is abſolutely and (for the former as [ 
mav ſay effentially) neceſfarie, but 2 
wrongand a'fale geſture is utrerly un- 
lawfull (will any ain his right minde deny 
D3 eirhed 


Mat. 
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Ather of theſe? ) Therefore in the a of 
receiving we may onely conformete the 
true geſture, and not indiffercntly ro a+ 
nie, unleſſe they can prooue by Gods 
word, that eyery geſture warranted one- 
lie by the precepts o,* men, is the true and 
lawfull gelture, the want of which war- 
rant, and $6 preſſing conformitie to 
them, is abſoſutely t9 mike the communde+ 
ments of God (concerning theſe things in 
queſtion) of non? authoritie) 20d to ſer 
up and exalt in their ſteads mens meere 
traditions and devices. | 

The maine queſtion then is, which is 
che true geſture, for on all fides it will be 

ted, that that onely is to be confor- 
med unto? .Shail we rake the Reede of 
reaſon , | or. the Rule of mans wiſe- 
dome and learning ro meaſure this with- 
all 2 yerily no, for theſe ſivour not the 
things of #be ſþ1it, neicher are they, nei- 


ther can they be ſubieth to. the Law of God. 


Let us looke therefore what was in the 
beginning, Our Lord and Saviour uſed 
(withour all queſtion) in the firſt inſtiru- 
tion of che Supper, whatſocyer was eſſen» 


cially neceſſaric either for ſubſtance or 


dececie,but a geſture,yea tru geſture 
in the inſtitutzon was eli ly neceſſa- 
rie (for a falſe geſture had been finnc , and 
without ageſture it could neither be de- 
livered nor receiued ) therefore 'that 
which hee uſed, was and is without all 
CON. 
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eontradition- the true geſture, and there- 
fore alſo that which was and ts onely and 
for the aRtion. eſſenriallie neceflarie. See- 
ing then he uſed a table geſtare, and all 
they that did repreſenc the whole, uni- 
yerſall, and particular ſucceeding Chur- 
ches ro the end of the world, did re- 
ceiue the blefſed Sacrament of the” mot 
pretious body and bloud of our Lord, 
with a table geſture, unleſſe like Divine 
authoritie for another geſture (as well as 
for altering the time, place, and number 
of communicants) can bee produced ; 
Gods holy word,and my bleffed Saviours 
and his Apoſtles example, are ſufficient 
and ſound warrant for my faith to be» 
leeue , that a Table geſture is the onely 
true and lawfull gefture, and that'no © 

ther in any reſpeRt oughe to be conformed 

unco. | 

Bur here ſtarts out a gallant com 

of moſt braue fellowes, that haue laine 
cloſe in ambukh cill fit opportuniie ſer- 
ved, and they ſet verie hotlie upon- the 
hinder parts of the truth, with a terrible 


noiſe ing our, That this is utterly gj;e, 


againſt the current of che Seripture, yea 


drealy againſt that kbertie wherewith gl. ;.e. 


Chriſt hath made us free. For howſoevyer 

ro conforme to the Iewiſh ceremonies, is 

not onely to be intangled againe ith the 

youke of bondage (for looke whoſe cere- 
monics we as or conforme to, we make 

| on D 4 our 
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our ſelues thereby his bondmen) but to 
looſethe whole profit and, benefice. of all 
Chrift h&merirs, yea even co be. utterly/4- 
bolished from Chriſt ,ual to fall yer grace; 
(how teargiuil a caing cherefore is cone 
formity to unwarraated ceremonies) yet 
Ks ay fe in cales .of -convenien- 
cie (though nothiag of che like  extre» 
matie as. Qurs) 'and toi the prelſeryation 
of the Churches peace:(as verie now it 
fares:wich us ) the lame wt Was Con 
tent for. a. time to contorme himſelfe 
to. divers, of thoſe verie ceremonies, 
and therefore wheie the like + cauſes 


doe.coucurre, we may.yeeld-o the like. 


eficcts. | 

Here of -. neceſſicy wee muſt make-a 
ſtand,they.come oa ſo-hocly, as it they 
meaut 10. ſhare -the ſpoyle forthwith; 
and making ſtrong head againſt them, 
as:witha yaliant crue of. Targetreers of 
good proofe. VVee reierre-therefore to 
their learned conſideration, firſt, thar the 
Jewiſh, ceremomes here {pokea of, were 
in their firſt original good and holy ,being 
ordained by God himſelie, fo was never 
any of theſe things in controverſie, but at 
the very firſt unwarrantable, and therfore 
wicked and {tnjull; and leconly we giue 
them to underRand out of the Engliſh 
long bow, chat though theſe ceremonies 
were indeed to be aboliined,yer the time 
ef their .cnguring 'Was aot tully cupinrd 
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tillthat the Goſpell was planted: and laſt- 
ly,by the report of a Canon, thar ſecuri- 
ty is to be admoniſhed, and themſelues 
informed, that the ceremonzes of the. LalÞ 
Ibere to.be buried With honour ,and entombed 
#n princely ſepulchres, bur theſe of mens de- 
video with all poſſible reproch, contempr, 
and diſgrace, ſo thathere is no proportt- 


" on betwixr the liberty of Puri, -and that 


which they pretend and brag of :/ unletie 
therefore they cary ſhew that in ſome 
place where the Goſpel was planted, Paul 
did conforme to fomeof-the {aid cere+ 
monies,as of religious /pſe in Gods :pub- 
licke worſhip , they may verie well-lay 
down their weapons;and berake thei to 
their heeles. V Vhart needs thac (quorh a 
bold Corporall) when 2 betrer man then 
ever Paul was, did abſolutely conforme 
in the firſt famous Church that was cal- 
led Chriſtian, even Peter the Prince of all 
the” Apoſtles: but good fir, the 'Holie 
Ghoſt his diredaly reproving him by 
P AFL for the ſame ; doth: fully 'an« 
{wer all obietions of that kinde. | 

Bur here fearing a foil, they wynd about 
and make two half circles, and with one 
wherin the principal of their force c6ſitts, 
they make quick reply and ſay, that.God 


commaunded' that-m all matt:rs too' hard D0117.3, 


Galat,2.z x 


Oba, 


forvs to tudge , we muſt repaire to the magi< 


ſtrate & preift && coform according to that *2* 


Which they sball inforns @ nos. declme to the *** 


right 
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bt hand nor to the ft, now both theſe 

they ſayin this controuerſie about the 
and the other ceremonies do di. 

realy decermine, that kneeling euen as it 
is urged , is abſolutely che crue and beſt 
elture, and all the other things in que- 
ion both lawfull and moſt convenient 
and therefore all that vill do preſumptuouſ- 


ty and not conforme to theſe things ex 4- 


ximo ought nor to be fined in thouſands 
and committed to. perpetuall impriſon- 


ment, but even co looſe their liues, for | 


thar is to take away Evill from Iſraell. 
Hereunto keeping our firſt ground 
wicthonet any alteration or diſorder in our 
Ranks, we do ſay , that the Prieſthood is 
quite remooyed out of the Church, and 
ought not ſo much as once to be mentio- 
ned in theſe dayes of the cleere light of 
the Goſpell, as a title in any reſpect un- 
beficring the miniſters of the word , yea 
Aeiog that goverment is abſolutely raken 
away, this law, being meerely politicall 
is utterly repealed, 
The other 2 quartersor half circles having 
- this time well refreſhed themſalves, 
thinking they had us now at a great 2d- 
vantage and in a ſtrait, ioyn with the for- 
mer, :& ſo make one full & compleat body 
and making great ſhew of a Reſolution 
even to ſer their reſt upon it, they come 
forward with great courage and 1n very 
good order, and reply that the yon 
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of that law is morall and binds perpetual- 
ly and therefore by direct conſequent ob- 
ligeth us to conformity: Here the Corperal 
cries yeeld, yeeld. 

But to this , knowing that there is not 
one iot of manhood or true yalour in 
them , and that when it comes to the 
puſh indeed, they dare not for their liues 
abide the triall by dint of the ſÞord of the 
Pririt , wee ioyne with them and receive 
their ſhock moſt ioyfullie, and tell chem 
that this is very true, and we do moſt rea- 
dily ſabſcribe thereunco; ſeeing then,theſe 
and all other types were removed to 
Chriſt, this Equitie being morall doth 
perpetually bind all Chriſtian Churches 


Anſwer. 


Eph, 6. 17, 


Mah, x7, 


mn matters too hard, and difficult , to heare 49 ;.21, 


him , yea mall things , {eeing hee is that 


Mark.2, 


beloved Sonne in whom God u well ( even xx, 


fully and perfely and onely) pleaſed; look 
what he determines that is good and plea» 
ſech God: but look what he doth not ap» 
prove (though he doe not forbid it) God 
will never accept it, ſo that now by their 
own Doome we muſt go to Chriſt in this 
ſo hard a controverſie, to know which 
callings and ceremonies are lawfull in the 
adminiſtration of the Church , and which 

eſture in the at of receiving the Lords 

upper is unlawfull or wicked , and every 
foul that will not harken and be obedient 
wnto him intheſe and aM other things, wee 


confes ought tobe cur off & deſtroyed = Ad.3.25e _ 
0 


TIeK:, i8. 
20, x 


(4) 
#F the people, 2s well as he that ſpeakes in 
the name of other Gods , or ( which is all 
one) preſumeth to ſþeake 4 Word in the name 
#f the Lord which hee never commanded 
im to ſpeake , that 1s which teacheth the 
lawfulnefſe of Conformity to ſome things 
of divine or religious uſe in the pablicke 
worſhip - of God , which the Lord neyer 
commanded. Doth not this full charged 
Canon moſt evidently threaten utter and 
unavoydable deſtruction to him that deſ< 
perately or preſamptuouſly withour war- 
rant from Gods word, will come in the 
very mouth of it, toafſault the Cittie or 
ſanctuarie of our God, by preſſing confor- 
miry coceremomes and ations, call.ngs & 
geſtures of religious uſe in the worſhip of 
God,which the Lord never commanded. 
Here they are pleaſed to come to parlee; 
& would tain perſwade vs that there ſhall 
be a final peace cocluded,and to that ead 
atruceis taken and afterwards yea diuers 
times renewed, till ſpying ſome ſpeciall 
advantage (which they wil neuer ouerſlip 
trey” preiently- pyke quarrells at ſome 
thing publickly taught or privarly. pra- 
Qiſed, pretending forlooth that 1t is a vi- 


. Olent and molt dangerous breack of the 


peace'of holy Church, and then by ſome 
{trarageme ( wherein they are admirable} 
by ene-devife or other , they put out 'by 
prefermer the eyes of ſome(moſt iudici- 
0us)cat Qut ihe learace tongues of an_ 

| Y 


has. ad —_— as aL co_ es. 


(43) 


by ſuſpenfion aud the. reſt that: will nor 
winke and be as mute as fiſhes, ſhall be 
certainly. caſt into darke and noyſome 
dungeons, or into the: deepe and. dange- 
rous {cas, or expoſed to.a thowland-other 
miſeries, as, wofull and verie- late ex- 
perience doth manifeſtly teſtifie, therfore 
what hope is there of all their faire offers 
yet that the world may take notice that 
wee deſire peace. vpon any outward 
terms whatſoeuer though neuer fo vne- 
quall or-preiudiciall,, 1o that wee may 
bold our inward peace with God we -do 
molt reyerently & reſpectiuely yeeld them 
audience. Now they being well acquain- 
ted (through their continuall expertence} 
with our rclolution; and being privie to- 


' their owne conſciences that they are not 


able to ſtand before us, it the cauſe come 
once to be tried by the Scriptures, yec 
becing very unwilling that the -world 
ſhould take nocce hereof, they make fo- 
lemne proteſtation, that they. are .moſt 
ready to reterre the cenſure of this cauſe 
in. queſtion unto Chriſt himſelte. And 
therefore having. ſubmitred themſclues 
unto him according to the Fathers ap- 
pointment,they doe moſt diligently at- 
tend unto every word hee hath ſpoken, 
and (carch everie ſillable, examine eueric 
letter, yea and try everie root by the very 
ori1ginall : and yer cannot-finde (as they 


_ vir to lyeare upon all the books in the 


world) 


Anſi. 


Dxt.17, 
72, 
Ver.1x, 
Dent, is, 
29. 


(44) 
world that he hath forbidden kneeling(no 
not as it is urged;) in the very a&t oh re- 
ceiving the Lords ſupper in any place of 
holy Scripture, nor oy other of the 
things in controyerſie therefore con» 
clud- that we may very lawfully, and be- 
ing commanded ought moit readily ( or 
clic we finne greeyoully if wee refuſe) ro 
conforme thereunto, 

This had been a verie prettic and wittie 
ſhift in a yorg ſophiſter, and in contro- 
verhes of their clement tollterable, if nor 
commendable , but beeing in the holy 
marters of the eternall God, ſhifts and 
erickes of wit, ſubtill evaſions and nice 
diſtintions, are in matters I ſay of ws 7. 
ous uſe} but like the wittie excuſes of the 
whooriſh woman in the cloſe carriage 
of her moft filthie practiſes, and therefore 
Iwiileven referre it to the Lords owne 


 Eenſure,and for anſwer do ſay, that it is 


moſt true, that all that do- ſincerely defire 


, bo take away evil from 1ſiael(or the Church) 


muſt of neceſſitie rake away all knowne 
Son__ offenders, cither in the ci- 
vill or Eccleſiaſticall eſtate, wherher chey 


| be Hearers or Teachers : For if they teach 


& urge that which the Lord never coman+ 
ded,or is not warranted by the Scriprtres, 
and yet hold that for theſe and thoſe 


liricke confiderations, it may upon ſuch * 


avd fuch rearmes or limitations, be con- 


formed unto, they fpeake in the _— | 
+4 


ot 


(45) 


g(ns 1 ether Gods, even that golden God Pollicie, 


not that there is any intendment in preſ< 
fing conformitie to humane inventions it1 
Gods worſhip,tn draw hoon beleeving 
inthe true & everliving bur rhar the 
Lord that made mans heart,and therefore 
knowes what means are beſt to reforme 
it hath ordeyned in the ſecond comman- 
dement and the branches thereof , the 
moſt abſolure and cffetuall means, which 
in his wiſdom hee ſaw to bee beſt for the 
holy Ghoſt ro work in, and by, and with, 
for the effeting of this new creation of 


= tegeneration of the heart unto which on- 


ly (as I may ſay) he hath entailed by his 
faithfull covenane the effettuall working 
of his ſpirir, for that very end & purpoſe. 
As therefore thole that maintaine and 
reach theſe things purely and unmixed doe 


fet up the Lord to be their God, and by their Dent 26; 


holy partaking of them cheymay be aſſured 
of his love and favour even to be ſealed 

againſt tbe day of redemptiz:ſo they that do 
not eye themſclues preciſely hereunto, do 
verily ſerve other Gods,and have no pro= 


4 © miſe of avy grace bur what the Devill 


whoſe fo onely doth work where 
e Lords is wanting } can beſtow upon 
them, becauſe they do nor ſerve the true 
God deſcribed in the firſt commandement 
for either he is God in every commande- 
ment or 11 no commandement, therefore 


bo reach the dodine of the firſt com-' 


mandcment 


I7, 


(46) 


 mandement never ſo ſoundly and purely, 


and.to, corrupt the doctrine of the ſecond 
comandement which concernes all things 
in the' publick worſhip of God needfull 
in-any reſpet for being or well being of 
the Churches of God, (by enioyning any 
Novelty or Incertemty meere Invent 
ons and deviſes of men, ) isgdirectly to 
teach in the name of other Gods ,and ſeeing 
the Lord. neyer made promule to bee un 
ſuch.a worſhip no more theo hee hath 


done; to the deyotions of the Turks aud 


Indians I would. faine {ce a ſound reaſon. 
How any of good Indgement and ſincere 
hearts knowing the unwarrantablenes of 
theſe things dare conforme in any reſpect 
unts them, but rather - to ſubſcribe that 


they.that will, take ebjul away from 1/racl 


mult of abſolute neceſſity take order,that 
all ſuch proud Prophets or ambitious 
PreACHers ,. and all ſuch profane and pre- 

umptuous heaters as dare teach and will 


| Coformm to mens inventions, be not fined in 


thoulands or perpetually impriſoned, but 
utterly deprived not only of their livings 
and liberty but. even of their liyes alſo. 
And tiIl-this & the other lawes of Chriſt 
(ordeined in the ſecond commandement): 
bee in force.; all the good that the molt 
wholeſome lawes:of moſt godly princes 
and Religious ſtates can effect, is onely to 
make, Ambition 2 little more wary and 
ſfubull, more Cawtglous and dificmbliog, 


og 


| 


F.. 
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or elſe more atrogant,even to deviſe new 
and more ſecret ' practiſes to hinder all 
means or purpoſes of reformingany thing 
nn the worſhip or Church of Godyyea by 

opoſing one thing or other:by one or 

her co have ſtill i ſtore ſuch-yariety of 
freſh and moſt urgent occaſions , as.there 
ſhall nor bee che leaſt breathing time''ſo 
much as to think of Reformation: Much 
crying our there is(and that iuſRly of tear- 
ful depopulations, & how can it be orther- 
wiſe, ſeeing the howſe of God lieth waſte 
and'is troden ynder foot, his faithfull mi- 


niſters ſuſpended, his faithfull: ſeruants 


traduced and cenſured, Gods ordinances 


IecRed,; and mens Inycnrtions creed? 


Chents do greivouſly complain of delaies, 
alcring of orders, reverſing of hue 

and the like;fo that poore fouls, they can« 
not tel whe they are ſure of any thing = 
haue, or that their ſuits wil recetuean end 
VVoe is me for them, but how canthis be 
ameded ſeing the publick worthip of God 
is ſo *ul of direct {ncertemnties and abſolure 
Nouelties. One ayes they are-indifferent 
and may be tollerated;another-comes and 
proues them necebary becauſe they are 
commanded by hnmane authority , but at 
laſt ſtarts one up and with his dibmo Jue, 
makes all club- ſure: that there is: not 

2 word now: to bee uttered - againſt con- 
formity to-them,thus look what is fowen 
in the rſt table will bring farth fruit ou 


(48) 
the branches of the ſecond.” VVhoredom 
and drunkenes do cuery where abound, yea 


are grown't» be bur cvill recreations,avd 


doth:not- ſuperſtitious Atheiſme aduke-« 
rate the holy things of God?yea is it poſe 
fible but-thar baſe and beaſtly geſtures and 
and Carnall ceremonies in Gods publick 
worſhip, will fill the civill eſtate full of all 
wncleanetie and baſtardies ? is it not be= 
come the, glory of many to ſporte with 
Religion;even to {coffe at finceritic and to 
xerke and gybe at the upright im heart , 
haue nor the baſtard poets and players 
and like: profane humours a p_ pride 
to be.finguler in this paſtine? Fhett and 
deceice, oppreflion and couſenage, are 
growen to be' great trades and profelied 
occupatians ;-and can all the world tell 
how to mend it, till rhe ſpirituall theeves 

who have ſecurely madetheirdens in the 
very: houle-of God bee driven from their 
ualawfull  Callings and: courtes f great 

lIamenration '15- made as for a molt evill 

preſage ; thar cffices of Iuſtice are bought 

and ſould(muſt nor ſuch of seceſſity.pro- 

ceed accordingly even for hyre or re- 


ward?) :but doth not the buying of all 


ſpiricuall; promotiens: Juſtific and cleare 
allſuch.Courſes? 

: Bud ro come to you that have ſo pain«' 
fully. ſearched all > on words and fillables 


of Chriſt , not to find out that wbich hee 
hath commanded ( which is che ſtudy and 
| | meditation 


- 
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4 » 


Ou 
tt. 


bee LIE TINY 


% 
- 
'DO— — _-—— — 


* Wedjation of alFthar are ſincere im Hart,and Plal-119. 


, Our of his. reach and danger, they may 


- yer{reqtUiec abſolute obedience. to what- 


" earning, how dare —_ (1Ifay ) ha» 


(49) 


therefore rhe whole word of God isofiet 77.97.95 
called the cimandements of God, infetting D —_— 
dirc&ly thar there ought to be no cGtor- 0.0 : 
mity ro ws; thing bur to' thar which 1s 

tommahded ) but to ſee whar he hatch not 
forbidden for therein lies all the perill 

are not theſe thiocke you worthy ſubjeRs 

that never care for not ſo much Whartheir 

foveraine' Lofd'would haue done, as very 

curiouſly inquire & moſt painfully ſearch 

vut, what he hath ſorbiddea;chat Ib being 


follow their ewaodevices,, If ahy mats will 

hor conlgtme to' their precepts, how 

is he reproched and Reviled:; biir to ſpeak 

againſt the | Iawfulneſſe of them is pettie 

treaſin. I harcely pray them therefore to 
conſider from -the Lords own mouth 
whether , it bee nor high preſumption #0 | 
Peake a Word ( minilierially) which be bath 20-10, 
not commanded ſuppoſe hee hath. not ſor- ©** 
bidden it. in particular or exprefle. terms 

yet doth hee nor direftly in. che Former 


ſoever that great Prophet and ſheepheard 
bf our ſoules 5hall teach us > and doth hee 
not moſt clainly forbid upon, paine of 
dearh -in this verſe., to teach any, thipg 
wah un the word; bee bath net .comman- 


| en oo 
How. dare. you then oh you .men of 


2 zard 


(50). 


-:1 4, zard your pretious ſouls: in conforming 


to ſuch , things ? doe nor-objett that you 
hauc good warrant from the word ſo ta 
) _, do, becauſe you are commanded to ac- 
x. Theſſ. 5. knowledge them that are over you and labour 
12.13, among you, for I confefſe , wee muſt have 
them m fingular loue for their Works ſake, /o 
it bee in the Lord , yea if they teach no 
ching bur what ike hath commanded 
Hebr.1z, them, we will obey, /abmit, and conforme 
$7. unto them, bur if they will preach and 
prefle things which Chriſt never comman- 
Math.7. ded though they coverthetn in ſheeps cloa- 
I5. thing,even wich words full of all excellent 
wiſdome,and admirable learnizg, able ta 
T.Cor. 2.1, raviſhithe hearers and to entice ny man, 
+ that hath reaſon and underſtandin 
and is able to. Indge wiſely and dil- 
creetly of matters, to joey they anto 
them, yet not being in plain evidence of the 
4 ; ſharit and of polver , wee miſt eſteeme of 
'c - them as wolves and falſe prophets rather 
watching all ' opportunity to mainraine 
their pompe,ftare and glory, and ro feed 
their oIÞn bellres by this conformitie, then 
to feed the flocks or churches of Chriſt 
over Which he hath made them overſeers, 
If they fay they are greatlie wronged by 
ſuch imputations and no man whoſoever, 
dare 1uſtific this to their faces; for m 
part, Teonfeſſe it will bee much again 
my will if eyer I come before them, 


- 


but yer as good a mangas great a ſcoller, . 


As 


'T 


f 
*%'S 


. forthe word or comandements of God or 


(57) 
i wiſe,& as worthy ,as holy and'as podly 
{though perhaps not ſo great afd Lord+ 
Iy)as any of them be, hath fo raughr'and' 
preached ,and I ' will beleeye him before 
aMlof them , yea 1 will fer down his awn 
Words Whatloever” come of it ; and'will 
not alter one fillable;bewareof falf (4; wg 


. (alas how can' weetell 'which atet 


you ſhall knolW them by their fruits,or dee- 
frive which they teach, which not being 
the commandements of God are abfolurclic 
evill; even of a woolviſh and devouring" 
difpofition in all the Churches '6f Chrilt,' 
Pyitings of the holy Ghoſt were ſutkcirne 
to reach Timothy (a man not much'"iffe- 


tioar to the moſt of them for'the abr P[c45.13, 
ghry of the ſoale)boÞ to bebane bimfelf im ver[. rg. 


> ay oh God which is the Chuvth of the 
ping God,even whac-dogtrins to teach & 

calliogs, ceremonies, and geſture#to' 
profſe conformitie wnts , if then intheir 
eadfions or conſtitatious they" will 'be- 
have themſelyes otheriwiſe chen the Word 
doth - require, cant there poſſiblie bee 


© any ſatecie in-capformicte to them And 


asthis concerns all ©our reachers*fo- our 
bleiſed” Lord and' Saviour leffons al? hea- 
rers that as hee | hath manifeſted his '1ove 
uno them in inviting them to His 'hio- 
lie ſupper at his-own table, roPparrake' 


66 ſuch heavealy yy; -avtheeye of 


z 7 mar 


£ 


15.16, 


T T1n.3. 14 


Math.7, 


Toby. 25. 


0, 


24+ 
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man neyerſaw;ſo if thay will prove they 
ſelves. to, bee his, Fr ends. indeed. and not 
onely. jn. ſhew, their carriage and behavir 
re: nult in; all clings, ., bur. eſpecially. in 
23s and geſtures pf chis ſacrament 
Fa the very tine of chis intirpation 
inſtituced), be onely'ashee hath commeny 
Cane muſt bee 
bee nart.to doe all that which hee 


| com us or.to conforme to any.thwg 
in thavr commanded,1s to make 


CONNIE his enenues.,,whereot a ſtrange 
carriage 07 - geltyre js. mate then 2 moth 


ftrangpreſyumption-:; 


«60. they: ſay thatinot onely mea 
who e: its and dodtrins. may yeeld ſome 
cear.give-caile of ſuſpin, but. eve 

men ſuchia;.have zppro- 

ved thaſelues 1n. Gods bouſe to. befaich» 
Fall [bes for. the ng ace lake of .the-Church 
wherein. ap = »and becauſe they 
would.; nor. offend + ethers.-chongh they 
wiſh |1wich all this, hearts: that-all ih 


ehings were quite rake away and do pub" 


licky teach chat they fin, ip-ic., they (are 
Content. gotwichſtanding under going 4t 
25 2, ur} -burdEe)eo coniorm te the dere» 
Gl when es.of Rome when. they. are there,avd 
el BURGE as they find them eſtabliſhed; 
becefore much more. we ought ra. do. 
rhe fm rather. then to diſturbe-che quiet 
the peers of the Church; whe 
= long liveg at eaſe and reſt, p 
£ 


ne- Iphatſorver i it. 


z 
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tradition the wrong way't het of 
the goſpellechbu gHVthe reBdicſt way in 
the dan} Afiricuall- promotion ) 
_ aiditelPAinifer theEfficacy and effetoal 
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(53) 


As though the prattiſe of Gods owne 
Fervics or true conſtituted Churches, were 
z ſufficient” warrant to my confcience' to 
conforme fo ceremonies and geſtures of 


*Religous vſe n'rHe publijck worthip of 


God? no,if Prtry himfelfe that” fo Toving 


& ſo much tegarded an Apottlewill con- 


forme to geſtures, ations or ceremonies 


Anſs, 


not warrantable ( though. ' a thouſand 


times morea$ wee heard might have beene 
faid for him then for our miniſters} yer 
muſt he be IÞbith/tood _ euen” to_ bzs 
face, yea in his ſo doing to be'codemned be- 
cauſe howfoeuer f-th and bloud can pro- 
duce maay ſtrong reaſons of indifferencie, 
Uberty, and (as matters ſtand Jeonuenien- 


cie, eſpecially' in reſpe@* of. peace and 


vaity:yer the holy "Ghoſt Faith" plainly, 
that whatſoeuer men prerend by preaching 
and manintgining many excellence truths 
2nd fincerely ''confuring many groſfſe er. 
rors, yet this conformicie roceremontes.of 
Religious vſe,(thongh it were yot in the 
face and preſence of God ar his own ta- 
ble ) « not the right way to the 2ricth ( or 
power ) of the Goſpelt: yaleſſe cherefore 
wee haue” warrant from 'the -word of 
God for our fo doing, Cotiformijie" t 

the things it? queſtion is witho bd 
| , 


Vf. I'3 . 
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v, working of the holy Ghoſt in the mini- 
; ſteriall ftunFions of the Goſpell, yea in 
the Godly, 2nd beſt quaſh ſeryants of 

od(it.15 got my collectian.bur the plaine 

evidence bf the ſpicic of truth )) rhiskiad 


of conformity (ler the moriues bee what 


they poſſibly can). ſayour moſt ftrongly 
etr[.13. of dangerous Hypocri/ie ; becauſe nothing 
can by any means be warrantable in Reli- 
A4.10.33- gon, ,þu that Which is commanded by 
Go | 


And. therfore the crowne of all mi- 
ws niſters, yea the honour, of all Chrſti» 
ans conliſts; not. in ſtud log how tg 
Fiue content ro the world, but in /car- 
dts 17,1 ching the Scriptures ( not. once or twice 
ouer , but) daily, Dbether the things bee 
ſo or wo, for that may. be diſccrued . at 
the ſeventh conſideration or peruſing, 
which was thought before.to be impol- 

ſible (. co, bridle that vnruly concei 

which naturally, excellencicot gifts dot 
alwaies begert. ) Neuher haye any pa- 
ſtors (if chey be ſent of Chriſt), wargant to 
Mat.28. geach to their charges ar Churches,and to 
£0 exhort them to _conforme to, or obſerue 
any thing of Religous vic but what Chriſt 
path commanded, If they do, he tels them 


C f 
Blains 


be is not with them, and therefore 
lea. the miniſtery, of ſuch. in 


Mab.rr,r, Fheit teachieg-(rragne and commanding 
being indi crently . ihe Scrip- 


cures: )for if Chy 


F 296 cQpar gee _ 
it, 
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ir, that is, iF ic be notraughr in the ſcrip- 


rares,it 15 diretly (whartfoever pretences 
are ſer upon it) in the nature of another 
Goſpell, and the teachers, and 1uſtifiers 
or excuſers thereof doe'no lefſe in effect 
(take every one in his degree) then they 
that teach the Goſpell of Sainr '7Þo+ 
mas. And therefore as thoſe "that 
exught his Goſpel}, ſo certainely - theſe 
thac teach and - mdintaine the lawful- 
nefſe of theſe unwarranted - ceremo- 
nies'and geſtures) intend to t the 
Goſpelt ' of CHRIST {#S7S; 
though noe in dottrine- of Iuſtificart- 
on,yer in the dodrines of Church'go- 
yernment,and other matters of religious 
uſe in the worſhip of *God , and theſe 
are they that trouble the Church, of 
breake the peace thereof , though they 
are' molt like unts him 'that is onely 
guiltie of the Fellonie, yer in the purſuit 
on _ as Ro _ ever hee can, 
toppe'Thiefe , ſtoppe Thiefe, not caring 
0: a fled oy Pro Pre, 
- _ condemned as ftronblys of the 
urches peace, ſo they may Boe awa 
With it diene) nw G 
Is not kere ſufficient 'warrant then, 
not _— to refuſe' conformirie to theſe 
things, but- eyen eto hold thoſe prea- 
chers accurſed, or ſeparated from Chriſt? 
who goe about ro preſwade us in the 
leaſt meaſuxe co conforme thereunts, yea 
= though 


Gala.t 6, 


vnſ.7. 


verſ. #. 
Row.9.3s ; 


(56). 


y tow > their gifts be moſt hea 5: 
Angelicall , but on the other fide to think 


».>'> moſt reverently of our Religious paſtors, 


who haue moſt: ſincerely, though to the 
Joſle.of all that ever they haue, taught vs 
to the-contrary , when therefore they 
ay Chriſt neyet forbad it, if you have no 
ether or better place of Scripture, re- 
member -this,that-it is written, that what» 
ſoever is otherIbiſe then that which the 
word. preacheth or commands, 1s to bee 
held an-accurſed: dofrine or opinion, 


' Concerne it faith or government, ceremo- 


nies or geſtures, or any thing of. religious 
ule whatſcever; yer. doe 1 nor: ſay, that 
all preachers that-perſwadegrebus fic ſtun- 
#:bus, rather to copforme in ſome things, 
then,ro ſtand out, do this out of malice, 
or anie purpoſe tg cauſe their hearers to 
decline,and ſo by 'degrees to fall from 
$12ce, but that. whatſoever fleſh 2nd 
loud, wiſedom and learning can deviſe 
for theirdefence or excuſe, yet the holy 
Ghoſtreacherh. ys plainly, that-though ac 
Faves be 070 ed, but o_ —_ moſt 
ong . and vehement waſions 
ceed from true and _ affeRions- of 
carn«Illoue,and (as it is to bee hoped ) 
that many of them are the deere ſervants 
of God; yer in'this particular of perſwa- 


| oo ding to contormatic, wee are to eſteeme 
Mai.n6. 


them as Adte:ſaries unto Chriſt , yea and 
#lcheis wile and. learned —— 
u 


fats 


= 


— 
- 
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fullof diſcretion, andall- their conceited 
unanſwerable ſatigfationss> ro.bee not- 


withſtanding. of a: verie S14#&h. diſcent, V-23- 


and.:meecre divelliſh difpoſition, - a, moſt 
ſenſible ſavourmg the things that are of 
men, 25 'how.we.ought ts pitty our ſtlues, 
our wiues aud children, and ſo preyenc 
the unavoidable evils: of non-conformi- 
tie, but oy they underſtand not (in this 
poynt) the things that are of God,namelie, 
thatrather chen; we ſhould- conforme to 
anie thing in his, worihip which he; bach 
not in.che word commanded, we mult for- 
ſake, yea, we mult Þgte; (or depie in this 
caſe all affection of dutic, reverence,louc, 
tender care, or. Whatſoever.ro) father and 


gs we cannot bee' the diſciples of” Chriſt. 
uſt not theſe graue and learoed-perſwar 
gers then, of: abſolute, neceſsitie bee an 
effence. unto. exery. faithfull. and. tendes 
heart? Goe an/' therefore my- brethreng 
and be of good courage, and aflure yaur 
lyes that 10 ſuffering; tor. nor; conformis 
tie::to. knceling,'.you: ſuffer far the Lord 
Chriſt, and ta-yeeld againſt the-lighc-of 


yourhearts,is ts he qſbhamedot him, [leeiwg. yy, g 


theſe. things doe directly follow from bis 
on Þords,cven; whe for feare of men /þ#- 
7,tnally adulteratrd;. we will conforme- co 
things of divine uſe in; his worſhip which 


ke never communed,; but are. onely war + 


S420 ranted 


wif children, and brethren Luc, 14, 
end /afters., yea and-ory. olbne-liues alſo, or 26, 


(58) 
ranted td eur conſciences by the adviſe 
of the learned or 74 ax on of men, the 


traditions of the Elders and other like - 


humane authorities. All which, without 


4. Warrant from the word eyen cuery one 


of them in particular,and generally alts= 
gether, are Lyare: and therefore all 
the geltures or actions , ceremonies or 
or callings of religious uſe in the wor- 
ſhip of God which they perſwade 
_ 19-74 emp m_ the ot 
are Iyi ures, lying ations, lyin 
word: er Lg and lying Sin s , not o_ 
(like the Divel) t _ peake, | 
eſſe, and ant dome Ao lome excellent 
truths, but that the maine thing "they 
aime at,is to maintaine ſome errour of 6 
ther; and therefore all the yolumes in the 
yorld, filled wich all the Art, learning} 
T iſedowe, and diſcretion of the whole 
world, compared with, or ſet againſt one 
verſe in the ſacred Scriptures, are to'bes 
eſteemed moſt filthy and ſtinking dung; 
Buc have we but one ſentence in the 
Bible for 2 table-geſture> which (yer 
were ſuficient againſt all humane opini- 
ons and authorities wharſoever) haue we 
the firſt inſticution onely or barely men- 
tioned? do nor everie one of the Eyange- 
liſts make mention of a ſupper,or a cable, 
of riſing from ſupper, and fitting down, 
and of ficting even inthe a of admmni« 
ſcing and receiving the ſacrament ? _ 
; oQ 
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doe not diuers places in the AQts, and E- 
piſtles, plainly inferre the continuanceof 
a fable geſture, thereſore to bee the 
dire& ordinance of Chriſt? Bur - ir ſeems 


. an impudent generation is come vp, who 


dare affirm thac the Same of the Church 
muſt, (if ther Rc a charme or Ca- 
non) ſtand (till continually and not ſtir at 
all, as once it did for one whole day' in 
Gibeon, but the Moone eſpecially not to 1ofau.re, 
moue one inch, as. for that time ir did 12.15.14. 
not, #n the of Alelon, furcher then 
Fo ns, . cpy warp _ to 
ce fit, and ſo by their wir an kareing 
are bold to defend that the carthis incir-, 
cular motion,all the world and the crea- 
tures therein curning round continuallie, 
ea they are moſt confident, if they may 
ue audience, to make any indiffcrens 
hearer that comes without preiudice, t® 
conforme and ſubſcribe to this opini- 
on. - Doth not the ſpirit of giddineſſe 
polleſle the heads of theſe men , are: not 
theſe the true ſucceſſors of thoſe learned 
Divines, graue Rabbies, & great Doctors 
that {till cried ouc to Chriſt, SheÞÞ ws 4 Tolm.2.14 
fagne, make it appeare that there is a Sun 
in che firmamenc,proue unto us that there 
is a God,or (which was as evidene) that 
thou art the Meſſias. 
Secing then all things whatſoeuer of 
religious uſe, which the facher would haue 
the Church to know and conforme unto 
| ae 


(6) 
are treaſured up inthe. word "though 
every one indeed cart not come at them 
(ny thivif they dare)'it muſt needs fol- 
w that either rhe” geſture of kneeling 
as it is| urged” is #4'hiutnane Invention, 
or as you would ſay in playine termes, a 
very ſtarke lie, though hanſomnlie lapped 
up- #bd therefore of the divell the father 
of lies, though artificially painted perhaps 
by ſome of his limmers'with the very beſt 
Iralian beauties, )'or elſe if it bee a rrterh 
and therefore to bee conformed uatoy 
then there be ſome unwritten trueths or 
vereties which rhe Churches are bound of 
conſcietice to beleeye/and conform whtoy 
and yer not commanded. in the word 
of rruth, 'then ic muſt needes follow , 
beffides the ſcriptures, and either let our 
karned adye:ſaries make this large breach 
for che "__ at pleaſure to enter by, of 
elſe for ſtarke ſhame difcharge no more 
fuch furious Cannen ſhor againſt our bul- 
Tee- beaten fertrefle , "The ſcriptures fuffi- 
Is it not high time to take away 
theſe preſiemptuous cauſes (which purpo- 
fely reach and perſwade Conformity to 
ſuch-blaſphemous do&trins ) out of 1/Za#l 
being the beſt ſeeds of the verie wo 
evits thereof? T-conclade therefore it is 
farre better to expoſe our eſtates and bo- 
dies to the greateſt malice of our gree- 
vous adverſaries by ſtanding for a geſture 
withonr all exceprion then by conforming 
© 


- 
+ 
areas 
- 
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to one” which that Prophet never taught; 44.3. 252 


no nor ſo much as once mentioned ( in 
chat manner and forme as it is urged and 


ſo to b= by hum 'Deſtroyed out of the"peo- 


= For muft we have his warrant , an@ 
re him onely in the doQtrine of the fas 
crament , and ſhalÞ wee not care for his 


warfant nor regard what his word ſaith 


for the geſture of the ſacrament? 
And for thoſe who in theſe marters 
of God concermng-his publick worſhip, 


' infilt fo much and with ſuch violence 


opon prohibitions ('a fervice ſornetimes 


* not veryacceptable to them ) crying our 


unco us , ſhew one place where the Lord 
forbids theſe things and wee will yeeld 
that ir is a damnable fin to conforme un- 
to them. I am bould yy their good 
leave) to Remember rhem of one other 
argument, of the Lords own making;con- 
cernifg this very ſubiect of the adtions;ce- 
remohies and geſtures in this publick wor- 
ſhip and fervice, which he purpoſely fra- 
med and committed alſo co writing for 
the uſe of all poſterity even to bee s ln- 


our paths in theſe vety occaſions , and'itt 


moſt plain evidence of the fpirit-ieftands 


thus : By the light of nerure all mankind 
knows that there is a God, & thetfore e- 
yerie one Wil worſhip: him as wel as he ca, 
though it -bee not according unto know- 


ledge ro g/orifie bim as God,tor that is im- Rom.1.97, 


_ 


peliible 


Palm.1r9, 
| thorne of our feet, \ind an unerring light to 595+ 


' 240;theſe are thy Go 


(62) | 


polcible withone direCtion from his ſpiri 


_ according to the ſcriptures ) but, though 


they have excellent wiſdom and admira- 
ble-underſtanding, yer even the learnedeft 
of them when they profefſe themſelves 
greateſt Clarkes, proue themſelucs the 
yerieſt fooles, becauſe they become ain in 
their thoughts, their fooluh hearts are full 
of darknes; for they turn the glory of the in- 

ible God(even the glory of his wiſe- 
dom and louc,of his goodnes and power, 
of his mercy and cruth, in deviſing 8 or- 

g the ceremonies callings and: ge- 
ſtures appropriated to his own outward 
worſhip, & making the ſame powerful & 


effeftuall ro draw mans heart unto him - 


by working effetuallfaich)into ſuch Ima- 
ges, {militudes, reſemblances and like- 
peſſes as they in their diſcretion thought 
ficreſt to ſtir up devotion, to beget reve - 
rence,orte ſhew humility & thankfulnes; 
by which in time by .degrees will get a 
reverent eſtimation of Gods ordinances, 
euen-his own. attributes and titles, yea 
and will preſume to protelſe that Tare di- 
0 Ifrael,thar is,this 
5 the true outward, worſhip of the God 
of Iſrael, theſe be true callings, geſtures 
and ceremonies which by divine inſticy- 
ton are ordeined to helpe ro draw men 
to God through faith and ſanctification of 
the ſpirit and ſo tobe eſteemed. 


Therctore the Lord makes it an ordi-, 
" OiGniance | 


» 
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tance for ever , that al his true Churches 
and true ſeryancs muſt onely conforme to 
fuch things in his worſhip and ſeryice 
as he hath in his word Required , bur the 
Lord neyer required kocdlitne as It 15 ur- 
z<d,nor the other things in controverſie, 
therfore Gods true Churches and faith= 
full ſervants may not upon any neuer ſs 
reaſonable rermes conforme thereunto. 
And here is either by direct conſequent 
a manifeſt prohibition, or elſe the Lord 
reaſons moſt abſurdlic , which js fearctull 
blaſphemie to thinke or inferre , for ele 
they tnight, (with the perſwaders to 
eonformitie of theſe dayes) haue teplied, 
thou halt not forbidden it , therefore wee 
may doe it, and thou haſt no reaſon to 
find fault withit, ſeeing wee doe 1t to 


. good intetts and holy purpoſes. But grant 


that the things which there are repro- 
yed were forbidden, yet the manner 
of Gods reafoning remaines immutable. 
Is there 10 commandement in the word 


for it, or (Which is all one) dorh not 


the Lord require it? then doth hee 
abſolutly forbid conformitie unto ut , 


E[4,1.12. 


tor the Lord hates whatfoever in the word ver.14; 


1s not required,as theſe words being ſpo- 
ken with'deteſtation do moſt manifeltly 
declare. Seeing then there is not one 
word of God for kneeling in the vcry act 
of receiving the ſacrament,nor avy exam= 


. ple of any Apoſtolick or Primitive 
F 


Church 


(64) 


Math19.8. Church for the praCtiſe thereof, but from 


the beginning it as not ſo, and ſeeing wee 
have Chriſt his ewn cxample for a ta- 
ble geſture, and the examples of all the 
blefied (and now glorious) Apoſtles who 
even after his aſceation delivered that Which 
thez-received of the Lord(which muſt needs 
be granted was a table geſture ) and ſeing 
wee haue a dire commandement from 
the holy Ghoſt to folloÞ them as they fol- 
low Chriſt,ic being their ſpeciall care ſo to 
carrie theſelves in all actions (of religious 
uſe eſpeciallie)as they might bee Examples 
for all Churches and Chrittians to follow 
(for ſo I take this place to be underſtood 
and not to bee reſtrayned to that Church 
onely,or to any particular occaſion there- 
in.) Yea ſeing this geſture as it 1s urged, 
1s not onely the Inyention of man , bur 
zn the verie fuſt originall eſtabliſhment 
of it in the publicke worſhip of God , 
the dire&t commandement of that man 
of fin; I referre it to everie godlie heart 
ro conlider whether with ſafetic of 
conſcience wee may leave a table ge- 

ſture, for the uſe whereof we haue Chriſt 
and his diſciples in the Inſtitution for a 
Patterne, and the Apoſtles during their 
etime,and all Apoſtolicke Churches after 

them for 220.years for exampleſand con- 
forme to the geſture of kneeling , neyer 

heard of in this kind, till the Reall pre 

lence was eſtabliſhed, 1s this 78 wake ſd, 

#5 


——— 


«wm, 4% wt: mh 


ww —« ' 4a XX& «a a © oS$S oo$ Hu 


» 


=» 


_ =. 
Ph, ory 


os þ ©. £4 


, 


(65) 


thie men and of molt excellent parts for 
ſome worldly reſpects to become hereby 
the enemies of the crofſe of Chiiſt confor- 
ming now to that which formerlie they 
taught was to be abhorred? 

You do verie ill therfore moſt Reverent 
and learned men, in offering to deale with 
vs poore and private Chriltians, after the 


ſcholerlike manner of reaſoning both in 


yaur publicke teaching, prefling vs con- 
tinually with arguments and that with 
ſuch vehemencie as if nothing were want - 
ing to our perfection but this conformitie 
to kneeling, and in your private ſpeeches 
tendring diſputation, when alas for pitric 
all our taithfull paſtors hauing given vp 
their liues for the name of Chriſt , are 
taken from vs, and if any remaine, yet 
there is no fafetie to ſpeake or write 
of thoſe things, If therefore you can- 
not procure libertie fer ſuch a courſe, 
neuer yet obtained whatſoeuer you ma 

prerend, wherein freely and fully theſe 
queſtions may be handled according to 
that modeſt offer of diſpute long agoe 
tendred , then I humbly beſeech you, 
bee pleaſed either to confure that (or 
the ſubſtance of it) which hath been 
written and publiſhed againſt this cere- 
monie, or els to {et downe with the like 
| F 3 con» 


4 having the Apoſtles of Chriſt for an en- Philp. 3; 
ſample; or is there not Iuſt caule of la- 17, 
mentation.and weeping to fee fo many wor- vaſe.1$, 


(66) 
conditions as the learned and godly men 
our late paſtors haue offered, your own 
arguments.and reaſons for this confors 
mitie which you ſo eagerly prefle and 
purſue; and ( treeing the ſame from de- 
ceiucable ſubrilties of thar diſſembling 
ſophiſtrie and yaine philoſophie, -the ſpe* 
_ ciall ornaments of that ſo affected kinde 
ot teaching, that wee of the yulgar may 
ſee and conceiue the force of them, and 
' Whenceit is drawen, from God or men, 
from the holy and inſpired ſcriptures: or 
from the writings and Canons of Coun- 
cels, or Teſtimonies of Fathers. ) 

VVee do ſolemnly pofeſle (1 dare ſpeak 
in the name of all) that in whatſocuer 
wee haue no more for our warrant: but 
the graue counſell, learned opinion and 
holie practiſe ef our moſt reuereat paſtors 
( whuch yer being ſealed with their great 


and conſtant ſufferings, ought highly to be: + 


regarded of us,for whatſocuer they be to 
others or to your ſelues, they are to vs the 
molt faithfull meſſengers, true and pow*- 
erfull miniſters of Ileſus Chriſt, fince 
Whole deprivations wee neuer heard men 
ſpeakelike them in that euidence of the 
Spirit, and mightie power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, ro draw from (inne vnto holi- 
neſſe. O yee men of God, you are in our 
very hearts to live and die with you, your 
memoriall is pretious, wouid God all 
Uat we haue might redeeme the ag” 
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vf the Goſpel in your miniſterie,notwith- 
ſtanding (I ſay) we will treely tor peace 
fake conforme unto you. Bug if we can 
evidently prodiice one word of God a+ 

ainſt you ,or that you doe not bring his 
Bn warrant wich you,let it not ſeeme 


ſtrange unto you, that we runne. not for 


company into thebroadand cafre bay with 
you (which none in this poynt Papiſt or 
Athicſt will ever unfainedly oppoſe) bur 
rather expoſe aur. ſelues by this our re+ 
fuſall,to open contempt, grievous bands, 
and perpetuall impriſonment, pang 
publickly thereby our willingneſle, an 

molt ready, minde, ye2 heartie delire 


that that fire which our. Lord and ma- Luc.12, 
ſter broughc with him, and with his own 49-19-54» 


hands, and mouth kingdled,, might never 
bee quenched ,..ſceing the unerring and 
burung light thereof: 1s: our onely 
26ers through the effeftuall wor 


ing. of the- Holy Ghaſt,, againſt that. 


feare of our adverſaries ; this grace of God 
being given unto us not onely/to beleene 
in Chriſt, but to ſuffer alſo for his ſake in 
beariog wirneſle to this part ofthe truth, 
and not daring to conforme ,to any 0- 
ther though 1c colt us full” deerely. - 
For thus. onely in ſuch times of rri- 
all are all (that bee called thereunto ) 
preſerued . againft all the pewers and 
Principalities, Lordly Dominions, and 


- other ſpucituall mckedpelſes in the 


3 whole 


Math ,16, 
28.tothe end 
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whole and moſt unholy (though moſt 
learned )kingdome of darkneſle, 

Thus am I-bold to preſent my poore 
endevours and private Iabours concer- 
ning theſe things unto publick view, pri- 
vate I {ay,not in regard of the truth gene- 
rally in all true Chriſtian Churches recei. 
ved & profefled, but by reaſ6 of the dan= 
gerof the times, I durſt not receiue di- 
retion from any who otherwiſe mighe 
haue been a great helpe unto me, Onely 
to this end haue Ldone it (not xo be fa. 
mous in my perſon, for that were to bee 
infamous in- their priſon ) but to giue 
forme talte that the Lord hath many Þ»þ6 
haue not bowed the knee in this kinde as it 
is urged,as alſo to publiſh to allthat feare 
the Lord, andyec do not fee the ſufficien . 
cy of our warrant for ſo reſolute arefuſall 
eo conformitie, that ir is not faftion or 
Humour, nor the judgement or praQtiſe 
_ of good men (no not of 'our fo endeered 
Paſtors) or of the moſt holy and beſt re- 
formed Churches, nor of all theſe toge- 
| ther, which we wholy reſt 6& depend 
upon, but that our conſciences dare not 
eonforme to any thing of religious uſe, 
eſpecially in the publicke worſhip of 
God, but what is ſafely and ſoundly war- 
ranted by the word of our God, and likes 
wiſe to ſtirre up others who. hane recei- 
ceived more, and more worthy Ta» 
lents, to put their helping hands to the 
works 
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worke of the Lord. 


But mee thinkes I heare ſome black OljeR. 


mouth roaring out, Thar thus 1s neither 
ſo,nor ſo, bur onelie an old patcht Cloak 
to cover a peeviſh ſpirit withall, for ( ſay 
ſuch) you haue the ſubſtance, yet through 
frowardaefſe becauſe you may not haye 
your wils you are not content, but inſnare 
your mindes, and bring your conſciences 
into a needleſſe bondage about geltures 
and ceremonies or matters of Indifferen- 
cie which Chriſt hath fried us from. 


I moſt humblie pray and doe hartelie Aſp, 


beſeech even by the mercies of God in 
Teſus Chriſt, all ſuch ſeriouſly to weigh & 
conſider , whether any thing of Tvins 
uſe in the publick worſhip of God can be 
indifferer, or if God haue left it indifferer; 
whether any mortall power can poſlib] 
make it neceſlarie , was it not the practice 
of that man of ſin, firſt under pretence of 
Indifferencie to make things common, to 
be of Religious uſe , then to bring them 
(in ſome cavill reſpedts ) into Gods pub- 
lick worſhip, and at length to haue a ne- 
ceſſaric ſtate therein, and ſo at laſt to bee 
of Apoſtolicall inſtitution ? yer cuen this 
way ſoemeth right to our graue and learned 
adyerſaries, thou h the iſſues thereof brin 
forth moſt deadly. (what if I ſaid damna- 
ble) effefs, euen inall theſe Churches of 
Chriſt Ieſus. 

Breake not, oh ſuffer not (you Chri- 
F 4 ſian 


S Pl.2.2.30 | 
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ſtian princes) theſe men , thus ſcornfullie 
to breake the facred bonds of the firſt ra 
ble,leſt you take away al coſctence of the 
daties of the ſecond, for Chriſt hath in 
them tyed you and all under you moſt 
ftrialic ro preciſe and ſincere obedience 
in all things belonging to his publick 
worſhip yer hath he left full ſcope , even 
Jarge enough ( ſo farre as is fic for any 
morrtall power) in the other fix Comman- 
dements for your Regall powers ad plici- 
gum to exerciſe, your high prerogarives 
molt fupreamehe in : Bee well content 
therewith, they that perſwaile you to in- 
croach upon him , under colour of inlar- 


ging your ſoyeraintic,do giue that which 


you ought not take, being directly a- 

ainſt the crown and dignitie of the 
Ford Chriſt, 8 in hew thereof ag bould 
eo challenge that from you ( everfÞpf di- 
vine right) which by no means upon any 
terms you ought to parte to them, they 
being withall perſons utterly uncapable 
thereof. | 

And as for our adyerſaries, I intreat all 
that are godlie minded adviſedly to. be- 
think themſelues, whether that ſubſtance 
which God be bleft, we haue being holy(& 
for which I confefſe wee are nor ſuf. 
cienelie thanktull ) can make that ſame 
Ceremone alſo holie, which in it firlk 
originall was impure and unwarran- 
table , ye& molt yile therefore and 
og abominablg 


» 


OOO on ac as: eaves. tv. Sn. OE RJ 


(71) 


abominable; can any thing which is 
primarilie evill eyer poſſiblic bee made 
ood , but onclie by the primarie good - 
neſſe himſelte? To make then that ge- 
ſture,a&ion, calling,or ceremome,or the 
fimilitude and likenefſe of them good, 
which had their beginning, from Antichriſt 
and not bringing Gods word for ic, and 
yet to hold it upon theſe terms neceſlarie 
in Gods publickworſhip,even conlcience 
to be conformed unto,1s directly to ſet þ 
another God who muſt impart this good- 
nes unto 1t. Doth it.not plainlie appeare 
by this , that their Divino Jure did never 
diſcend from Divine Jehovah bur: trom 
ſome black limping Yulcan or. Olimpian 
Tubker,che naturall patr6 of all fuch durty 
Dianaes, yea I beſeech them rather to 0b- 
ſetue, whecher more probablic the ce- 
remooy being thus known to be of human 
znvention, and therefore of abſolute ne- 
ceſitie filchie and polluted(as evyerie thing 
of religious ule is, which 1s not com- 
manded by God, in theword) doe not 
make that holy ſubſtance which we haue 
pnprofitable and fo uncleaxe,allo unprofi- 
table (I ſay) though not for information 
of iudgement, yet for ſanftification of life 
to the obedience of faith. For if holy fl.fh 
under the Law could non legallic ſanCtific 
everic thing (no nor any thing which was 
40yncd ynto it) by touching of it; no more 
| can 
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can the dodtrines of faith and iuſtifica. 
tion under the Goſpell truely taughe , 
and publikly profeſſed in all che Chur. 
ches of Chriſt amongſt us, ever by any 
poſſible meanes make the callings, cere- 
monies,or geſtares in controverſie, lawfull 


_ or indifferent, ſeeing theſe are not ordai- 


ned by God,and therefore that miniſtery 
that ſpends it ſtrength for the iuſtification 
of them, _-_ it may perhaps conti- 
nue ſome meaſure of knowledge in the 
hearers, yetis it greatly to be feared, that 
all choſe who freely conforme thereunto, 
and wholy depend thereon, ſhall rather 
ſcatter then gather any ſaving grace or 
ſanQification thereby. 

Bur to this ic is ſaid that theſe ceremo- 
nies callings and geſtures are not thoſe of 


| poperie (for nullum femile eſt Idem) but the 


avs. | 
x.54N. 15. 
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graue and adyiſed ordinances of the holy 
Catholicke Church that hath come from 
amongſt them, and cleane ſeparated from 
Antichrift , at leaſt in all fundamentall 
points of doQtrine concerning our Iuſtifi- 
cation) and therefore withoutall queſtion 
ought by eyeric obedient Childe to bee 
conformed unto. 

Alas what means then the lotbing of 
theſe Oxen and bleating of the ſheepe? Yea Þ 
do friendly intreate theſe Merchants of 
experience in ard with theſe true weſt 
Churches of Chriſt, adviſedly to view and 
take particular notice of theſe pleaſant 
wares 


(73) 


Ibares ſo full of delicacy, which their ſouls 
by reaſon of their excellent fatner, do ſo 


_ gpreedily yea moſt violently thirſt or luſte 


aſter, and fincerely to conſider whether 
they be not fo like to thoſe of poperie as 
one naughtic egge can poſſibly be like an- 
other,though perhaps one be but addle, 
and the rotrenneſſe of the orher molt of- 
fenliuely ſtinkes, the one moſt noyſome, 
the better very unholeſome. 

Bur here our adverſaries will confeſle, 
that for the forme they are alike indeed, 
as one partridge is to another, but in rheir 
ule and intention moſt oppoſite, even 
cleane contrary. 

But is not this I pray you, ſome ſmall 
parcell of the voyce of that beaſt, yea 1s 
it not an apparant branch of his great 
blaſphemie, to aſſume authoritie, to or- 
daine ceremonies and ' callings for the 
publicke worſhip "of God , and to 
appropriate unto them holy or res 
_—_— uſes, and fſpirituall intentions, 
which power is onely proper and pecu- 
har unto God himſelfe ; and yer even 


_ this divine authoritic doe they dare to 


alſume,as their dvmo iure hath publicklie 
proclaimed to all the Churches in the 
world. Bur to leauethis to their better 
conſideration, and to aſſume that which 
Which they muſt needes bee willing to 
grant, that the things in queſtion are in 
their outward forme like unto thoſe of 
poperie 


Objet#z 


Anſw. 
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popery, but not in their uſe (at leaſt as 
at is preached.) I humbly defire them to 
conſider whether this bee not ( without 
any rurning or winding) a direct and 
manifeſt breach of the ſecond comman- 
dement , where the Lord forbids all 
Churches under what climate or governs 
ment ſoevcr, ( not ſimply as I may ſay 
to haue, but ) to make Images, or a- 
ny viſible repreſentations of the eter- 
'nall loue, of God the Father, and of 
the incomprehenſible, and inviſible 
7 IESVSCHRIST ſheda- 

road in 0ir hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, 
but as if the Lord had ſaid, I know 
it is abſolucelic necefſarie. in my out- 
ward and publicke worſhip , to haue 
certaine viſible fignes and formes ( ſub- 
jet ro common ſence and reaſon) which 
mult haue this heavenlic uſe, even 
to repreſent to the minde and under. 
ſtanding by the eye of faith, theſe ſpi- 
rituall graces , for elſe the imaginati- 
on beeing lefr at libertie, and net 
preciſelie tied to theſe fer formes, and 
divine ordinances, will bee ſo full 
of wandring fantaſies, in hearing, ſce- 
10g, taſting, handling, and' meditating, 
as the ſoule can never poſlibly bee edi- 
Hed : Bur yer ( faith the Lord) Thos 
ſhalt not make or deviſe theſe: 1 doe re- 
ſerue that glory to my ſelfe, and will 
not under Law or Goſpell, giuc it (no 
not 


4 
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} not in the leaſt circumſtance of publicke 


and religious uſe in my worſhip and ſer- 
yice to any other. 


Bur (ſay our adyerſaries) wee doe not ghj-a, 


take that glory to our ſclues, therefore 
wee haue not broken this commande- 


menrc. 


I confeſſe between the theife and the re- &1/Ws 


ceauer, the whore and the bawd there is 
indeed ſome manifeſt difference, and ther< 
fore to auoide all manner of contention 
herein, it is as 1f the Lord had ſaidin plai- 
ner termes, Thou whoſeuer thou art gene- 
rall counſell, or nationall {ynode, ciuill 
magiltrate,or eccleftaſticall Ruler,or both 
together ſhalt not make, or being made, 
ſhalt not command, or teach any to con- 
forme vnto any thing of Relig:ous vic, 
pertaining to my worſhip and ſervice, ' 
which I may felt haue not commanded, 
no nor the liknes of any ſuch thing, cither 


* 1n for 


or vſe {o that if theſe things in 


queſtion be bur like popiſh devices and be 
not comanded by God, we may not for ov - 


/cauſe or conlideration or in any reſpe 


whatſoeuer boIbe doIÞne vnto them, that is 

intertaine or ſhewe forth any reuerent 

eſtimation of them and ſo onely in a good 

meaning , for peace and quietnes ſake 

coform vnto them in the worſhip of God 

.Vnleſle therfore the verie _— of holy 
0 


things in or by the ſoundnes of 
- Qtrines in our Church and fo as it were 


me do- 


Carry= 
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of our garment or divine ſervice be a ſuth- 
cient warrant to make any ceremonie 
lawful,yea though it be taken from the 
heathen poers,from the Turkiſh Alcaron , 
or the Popes maſſebook, yet vpon intenti- 
onall altering of the vie, they may be, 
yery ſafely c6formed vato in the pyblick 
worſhip of God? their argument of haue= 
ing the ſubſtance, hath no 1ot of ſubſtance 
1n 1t ac all. Therefore vnleſſe their words, 
reaſons,and arguments whereby they per- 
Fzcks;, fſwadeto c6formitie,come from the mouth 
T7. of God we haue ſufficient forelbarning, no 
not in any caſe to conform unto the, but 
Ter.23.28, to eſteeme them as verie chaffe hufr and 
pufe up perhaps into a verie .great bulke 
making a goodlie ſhew in outward appea- 
rance,by excellencie of words and art,but 
being winnowed or tried by the fanne of 
the Lord no corne of grace or one grain 
of goodneſle can be found thereip , and 
this is the veric cauſe why the Lord 
threatens to bee or to come againſt ſuch 
werſ. gr, ſ'veet tongued preachers that labour chiefly 
for a ſweet deliverie, and to that end 
vn/-z0, ſteale the word, never applying it to the 
right end and uſe,bur as it were by force 
and armes doe take and carrie away the 
true ſcence , intent and meaning of the 
is 4p ordeined onely to maintain the 
truth,& by tricks of wit,& tearms of art, 
they enforce the(at leaſt co ſeem)to main- 
tang 
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taine Errors even the meere Inventions of 
men, and this, in ſome falſe ; in many 
flattering,and in moſt a dreaming kind of 
preaching, is the onely and main cauſe of 
error and ſchiſmes,diverſitic of opinons & Ver[.; 3; 
ſects that are among the people,not brin- 
ging any other profit in the world unts 
their hearers, but either to nuzlethem ſtill 
ig ignorance, or to bee utterlie our of 
loue with the trueth , from hence then 
haue wee good warrrant to adjudge all 
their dottrins which are not according to 
the word of God to be verie les, though 
ſhew never ſo great art and learning 
thereby giue all good content to 
their auditorie. For that high (or large) 
commiſſion of all the true miniſters 
of Chriſt extendes onelic to Teach the Mat.23,206 
Churches to obſerue and conforme unto all 
thimgs (not which they in wiſdom and 
diſcretion ſhall adjudge meer and fic, or 
think not to be forbiden bur onely) what- 
whatſoever Chriſt in the word hath comman= 
ded, (and we will abjure whatſoever we 


\ * Cannot prove to be his commandement) if 


the commandement of Chrilt they goe 


then chey preſſe any thing which is not 


beyond the limits of their commiſſion , 
yea doe more then ever our Lord hjg- 
ſelfe would do,for though indeed his 
ctrines ſeemed yerie ftrange yea impo 
to ſome and others marveiled or Þere aſto* 
v3; nor at his allegation of fathers or pa» 
 Viarkes 
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triarks, of Councels or Rabbies and other 
learned authors,nor at his excellencic of 
gifts: bur at his knoIledge in the Scriptures 
for he taught as onehavingauthority @ not as 
the learned Scribes, which he ſhewed in ope« 
ning the ſence and meaning of the holy 
Gholtdelivering fit doctrines and making 
profitable uſes and applications from the 
word, ſo that he ſpake to the hearts and 


conſciences of his hearers in the power of . 


his miniſterie which they doc not, who 
teach the precepts of men,bur ſpeak only 
eo the ears of their hearers , yet alwayes 
the motives that he uſed ro perſwade the 
to conformity was (not theſe things are 
not forbidden,or they are the traditiosof 
our:godhe Elders,or they-are moſt fitting 
this {tate and preſent goyernment,or it 19 
the pleaſure of the civill magiſtrate, or 
the Church Rulers hold it meer, though 
indeed divers learned men at that veriC 
time uſed ſuch kind of arguments in their 
miniſterie and teaching for that ſubſcrip- 
tion which they required,but ) his Doc- 
trine which hee preached and the things 
he urged and pretled was not his obn but 
his that ſent him,it was not of his humane 
Invention ( which yet was a great deall 
\S from errour then all the fathers and 


cels in the world)but onehlie ſuch as 
(that ſent him to preach and teach 


the glad tydings offalyation) was the au- 
As 


thour of. 
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As whereas ſome might obje@ untg 


'him, theſe zre thibe own {peaches, and 10 
the pulpit you hane liberue*ro ſay what 
youliſt,2nd ro gird at whom you pleaſe , 


make it playn'to our capacities, how we 
may know. who is of. God, and who is 
ſent of the Devill,for thou'and the Scri- 
bes and Phatiſces teach both of you yerie 
learnedlie and zealoifly biit in verie tas 
nie- things; eſpecially in rhe ceremonies 
and callivgs, a&lions,and geſtures of Reli- 
gious uſe in the publick worſhip of God 
directlie centrarie one @gainſt rhe other, 
and therefore moſt-certaine, that both © 

you cantior poſsiblic be 6 God jhe there- 
fore giuesrlien'a playn:and- an unerring 
Rule,wherebyithe ſfimpkſt! mn a congre- 
pation-i\ttiay* dilcerne*- which ' preachet 
teaches the dvarine-that. comes from 
God,arnd which fpeaks:oftely from then'ot 


the Weuill,fRdo the Willof God, get a good yo! 
and'3n honelt heart, free (from preiudice_. 


and profaneſie; readie co doe whatſoeuer 
the-Lord requires of thee in generall as 
thou art'a Chriſtian, 'or in! particular as 
thou art a-magiltrate  6r fubiect, miniſter 
or 'heaxer; ' huſband ' or - wife, pareit 'or 


child, maſter or ſeruant; bond or fres,*old 


or young,tich-or poote; manied or'fingle, 
or of what ceridition ſecuer, for els if 
thou haue never fo much wit & learning, 
yoderſtanding'& diſcretion, & haſt not re» 
Fi comandemets,though thow 
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feaxe and reverence the faithfull mmifters of 
God, yea heare them gladiy, and reforme 
thy  {elfe..1n doing many. things which 
they make plaime. to thy, conſcience, 
Is. not. the. \will, of Goed,,, yer if thou 
wilt not captivate thy Iudgment , and 
ſubdue thy will aud affeftions to be vbe- 
dient vnto all that God requires, it 15 1m- 
pollible fox thee to diſcernes the. truth or 
to be preſerued from exror: but 4t thou 
wilt be ſincere, (;,which is Euangelicall 
perfeftion) & free zhy heart from , hypo= 
crifie, ( and be that. chou wouldeſt ſceme 
To be.) then-if. thou, wouldeſt - know in- 
deed which preachers are worthy of dow- 
ble honeurand which deſcrue. ſhame & cons 
tempt; looke nor at theirſpruce neatneſſe 
19 their-attreE,or excellencie of. gits.or de- 
grees of, learning;tor herein perhaps there 
will. appeare; ng ,great difference , both 
being, graue,wiſe,and underſtanding men, 
bur hee thar is ſent, of God ſeeketh, bu glory 
that ſent him... Y ea, but which is that? the 


fame 45 true , you ſhall never. heare (him 


preſſe or teach. novelties or incertcintics, 
but onely ſuch things as are :plainlie 
fronede on the word of tructh., what» 
oever they concern, faith or goyernment, 
godlinefle or ceremonies. yea there 4s no 
#nrighteouſneſſe m him nor any .unnghtey 
ous inference, in his miniſterie, but Chri- 
ſtians may moſt ſafelic commit. their ſouls 
50 {uch a one, even to depend. upon his 
F miaiſteris 


- 
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miniſterze as 2a moſt powerfull meats ot 
deined by God to bring them to falyation; 
the other ſeeks hi oÞn glory,that is a foule 
fault and he s a vyerv prowd fellow 1 war- 
rant him, what ſhew ſoeyer he rake, but 
how may we rake true notice of hum? he 
fFoketh of bimſelfe,and ſeeketh his olbn glory 

is manner of preaching 1s in one kind or 
other vyerie- vaine glorious uſing all 
poſſible means ( though in ſome verie 
covertly) to ſet forth himſelfe and 
to make known his greatreading orJudg- 
ment, his wit, art,and underſtanding in all 
manners or kinds of deepe'learning and 
true ſchollerſhip, and therefore he comes 


in Excellencie of Words,and ftudics moſt , cy,o x, 


painfullie and carefullic for fuch Inti/rmg 


ſpeeches wretie” and well ordred ſayings, verſe 4+ 


pleaſing paflages,pithy ſentences, and ele- 
gant phraſes even whatſoeuer might ra- 
viſh the hearers, and by the admiration 
of the excellencie of his gifts and exqui- 
ſitneſſe of his Art might to prevaile, that 


their faith might be in the wiſedom of men”, wan{.5, 


even to beleeve onely ſo much as fleſh 
and blood'can diſcloſe , a man by nature 
may perceive:, which kind of 'preachin 

with Ibords and manner of hindling,which 


"mans Wiſdom teacheth , makes the crofſe of ver[. 13. 
Chriſt of none effet,and when excellence pr: 17, 


or grace of words is more affected then 
the dignitie or worthinefle of the matter 
Which is intreated , then are their ſer- 

G 2 1006 
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mons beautified with moſt glorions ſpees- 
ches wherein the focre and power of clo- 
quence doth ſhew it ſelfe , to allure and 
delight the hearers , but he that is ſent of 
God, labours and ftriues to {peake in ſuch 
words and phrales ) ſeeme they neyer 


ſo plaine, baſe or centemprible ) wherein 


the power of God may bee made. ma» 
nifeſt ro the conſciences of their hea- 
rers; honour and reverence ſuch, bur it 
is molt dangerous to commit thy ſoul un- 
to and to depend upon the miniſterie of 
the other, though he be as great a ſchol- 
ler and as Wile a man as 1s in all the 
world. _ 

Theſe courſes therefore all thoſe that. 


deſire to uſe their talents profitablie in 


the miniſterie of the Church muſt purpo- 
ſely ayoid,eyen as they would the golden 
legend, or like Decerveable fables , not bur 
that thoſe ro whom God hath given a 
beautifull forme of ſpeaking may uſe 
it,as well as they that have comely ſhape 
or fairefaces ,. but as they that bee black 
muſt not paint themſelues , ſo preachers 
may not affect oratoric to the care but \ 
to the heart, nor yet,that rude and-groſſe 
phraſes are the onely powertull manner 
of ſpeaking, but thatevery one is to uſe 
that gift which God hath given him to 
the cdification- of his auditorie , which 
conhiſts in delivering the ſence plainly in 
the evidence of the ſpirit, and applying it 
powers 
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powerfully to the conſcience, and this 
deuiding the Word aright that euerie one may 
haue his portion ſealonably, ought ro be 
ſtudied for and affected of ail fairhfull 
minilters,8& not a painted or penlild maner 
of ſpeaking. Burt thole tharſcorn this ma- 
ner of handling the word, are to bee e- 
ſteemed vaineglorious teachers, though 
their mouths even runne over whith all 
manner of art, eloquence, and learning. 
And as for thoſe that preach any thing 
Which God hath not commaunded, or 
perſwade to conforme to any thing 
which is not grounded on the ſcriptures, 
from theſe words of Saint P:ter, wee may 
ſafely eſteeme them (whether they ſpeake 
elegantly or rudely ) bur fabulous fellowes 
and Deceineable doctors, in taking vpon 
them like young maſters, or old Rabbres, to 
teach , detend, or maintaine any thing 
in Gods worſhip, which Chriſt the ſole 
Dottor of all thinges whatſoeuer of Re- 
ligious vſc,and which his Churches vpon 
any cauſe and in any reſpect may conform 
vaco,neuer commanded, taught,orin the 
ſcriptures publiſhed,or ſo much as once 
meatjoned by preceprt or prefident; yea 
obſcrue them wel, and take heed of rhem, 
theſe are the teachers-of falſe Chriſts, for 
they may as well teach, that here is Chriſt, 
or lee he is there,as preiſe Chriſtians ro c6- 
torme to this ceremonie or that geſture, 


of religious uſe. in the publicke worſhip 6 


G 3 of 


11.7.1, 
Mate23.8. 


Luc.:r-8, 
& Mat.240 
$+23.24, * 


Tobn.16., 
13. 


Tohn.2r, 
25 
| ] obn. 20, 
| Jr, 


r.Per.5.tr; 
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of God, which Chriſt neither. here nor 
there,nor any where, ever taught, or in 
any. degree or reſpet commanded ; ſo 
that if you heare any preachers teahing 
things with great zeale and learning, 
which are not the diret commande- 
ments of Chriſt, or grounded plainly in 
the evidence of che ſpirit upon the uner- 
ring rocke of the ſacred Scripcure; I will 
not deny but ſuch may ſpeike in the po- 
wer of a Spint, but certainly not of Gods 
Spirit, For he even the Spirit of truth, tea- 
ches nothing of himſelfe (though he be 
the very fountaine of all truth) bur one. 
Iy what he hath heard in the word of the 
Father,nort that he needs any inſtructer or 
diretjon,bur that the moſt glorius and 
bleſſed Trinitie (as the ſole and onely 
way to preſerue all true - Churches or 
congregations in holy and heavenly uni- 
tie) hath tied himſclfe ( as it were) or 
covenanted,that though there be many 9- 
#her things of molt admicable excellencie, 
yet to require confermitie tonothing bur 
thoſe things hich are written in the ſcrip- 
tares; ſecing they are fully and perfectlie 
ſufficient unto faith or beliofe, and there- 
fore unto all manner of godlinelle , the 
fruits of faith,and ſo to erernall lite, the 
end orreward of faith through his name, 
If any: man therfore undertake ro reach 
the: Churches of Chrift let him. ſprake as 
the Þords of God yand nor as: the a—_ 
an 


en EC we mg yn og acog aAD 
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nor and precepts of men do enioyne , for as 

ary God is glorified by thoſe, ſo 1s hee 
1o much diſhonoured by theſe . yea though 
ng they ſpeak the wiſdom of this World which + Cor. 2.6, 
'S» the great ones Commend, the learned ap- 
ew proue,and all doe generallic admire : for 

in the kingdom of Godfor preaching )conſeſts  ,, Pg 
pda not im. ord, in phraſes , in elegancie 'of ,_* 
all 'ſ\peach, excellencie of uttrance, or in any 


inthe evidence of the ſpirit &0f poIver, when 1. Cor.2.4« 


O- { *other endowments of, Arc, & nature,bur 
| the coſciences of the hearers by the right 


ts handling of the word ſhall bee wrought 

by up0, by making manifeſt the verie ſecrets 

@ of rheir. hearts aiid ſo enforced to hum - 

T ble their fouls and workip God, and 

d confelle not that great learning or rea- 

4 ding is in the preacher, but plamite that x,Cyr,r4, 
J = in that miniſteric indeed, becauſe it 25, 

£ caſteth down (and doth nor lift up as the 

, word or doctrine of men doth, becauſe r.Theſ.2, 


their manner of teaching is meerly carnall 15. 
cuen ſuch as is approved by men but not 2-Cor.16, 
watranted by the word ) ſtrong holds or 14. 
*| * the Imagmations and Inventions of men 
. whichin 4 þ19þ degree do exalt them- verſ.5s 
| ſelves againſt the knowledge of God, e- 
| ycn againſt thoſe doAtrines of ceremonics 
callings & geſtures which God, hath-made 
known in the word,and ſet mens thaugbts 
and conſiciences at libertic from the obe- 
dience of Chriſt , according to the ſcrip- 
tures concerging theſe things onelic un- 
G 4 der 


(34) 


der-pretenceof n»t being forbidden”, and w 
ſo by their conformine to that which & 
Chriſt hath not commanded dog moſt | w 
Arongly repaire and forrifie t10ſe ſtrong m 


holds of ha:nane devices concerning Þg- 
Iuntary rel '0n5, or Ceremonies, Which che gl 
Lord by all meanes labours (as beivg the m 
regreſt hin.lerers of the peace of his m 
Hadron, and folterers of his rebellious Pp 
enemies) to haue utterlie ruinated ; yea, fi 
Fpheſ.g.26, and as Chrilt hath ordained, to ſanttifie © 
and -cleanjc his Church by the obedience t 
of faith, which js the true conformitie of | 
the doctrines of the word: fo theſp men 1 3 
by preſſing conformitie ro ceremanies, t 
calliags, and geſtures, which haue .no | 
warrant in the,word,do dire!y intimate : 
Cthough they pretend the cleane contra - f 
ric) that their religion is but a doctrine | 
of the tongue,and not of the reformation | 
-of the life. For if they ſubſcribe and haue 
underſtanding of the heauenly doctrines, | 
and be able to retaine {rhem in memorie, | 
| and foat'a trice can diſcourſe or reaſon | 
[ "of them, then are they abſolutely quali- | 
| _ fied and excellent Divines, though they | 
make no conſcience of that which they 4 * 
know and profeſſe, further then they ſee 
cauſe,& ſo indeed do molt beaſtly po!lure | 
and by plain intimation both of their do- . | 
*Etcine and life, perſwade their hea« 
rers to defile the Church of Chriſt, and 
virſ.z7, to take away the beauue & glorie of it, 
which 


(89) 


which-is to be free fro human inventions; 


& co fill it with all: horrible ſports and 
wrinkles of worldly traditions, that ſo ir 
may never be h4ly, but full of blame. 

Are you not a/named you deceirfull 
guides,to caſt abroad theſe firebrands and 


mortall jofinuations in your leQures, ſer. **2'9+ 


mons, or writings & coverſations,and yer 
proteſt you meane no hurt ? 15 not your 
fiery heat 1a theſe courſes 4 fained madnes, 
or doe you make any more conſcience 
thereof, then of your play or ſporte? 

... Yea(fay they)our purpoſe in ſe doing 
1s to. do much good, for we teach & preſie 
that. in this conformitie which we ſo per» 
ſwade unto, eyery one ſhould come with 


a good & honeſt heart to perform theſe ac- Pre. 23.26, 


tions &geſtures withal,for that is it which 
the. Loxd requires, yea hee will paſſe by 
much jznfirmitie where he findes true fin- 
ceiitie. 


So that belike if men ſecm to haue good Anſwe 


aftections,that ſhall be ſufficient warrat to 
1uſtifie any ſtrange or yncommanded ge- 
ſture or ceremouie in the publicke wor- 
ſhip,of ;God; yea though it be never fo 
wickd ( at lealt 1n appearance ) and Ido- 
latroys an action yer if they meane well 
and belecue as the Church beleeues, thar 
theſe things are indiflerent and lawfull, or 
not: forbidden all ſhall be exceeding well: 
and what I pray you, if the Iewes with 
good and honeſt hartes eyen fincerely 


purpo» 


Nehens.1;, 
23. 24, 


Derſ. 25, 
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purpoſing avd verely intending to winne 
them vnto God do marrie wyues off Aſhlod 
Amon and Moab,dare you fay theſe ma- 
riages are lawfull? or can their Children 
euer poſhbly( for all chis good meaning ) 
ſpeake the language of Canaan fincerely 
or trewly*” no verely, though you charge 
them vpon' paine of death to'prepare them 
ſelues therevato neuer ſo hartely,yet doe 
you bur prefle them ro-a thing impoſſible, 
be not wiſer ther, Ged leaftt1t prove-youtr 
confuſton. Henceforth therfore 1 balbpch 
you perſwade no man to conformitie ro 
religious attions without a Religious 
Warrant;no not ups atiy good meaning or 
holie mention bur Reprove thern rather 
and profeſle your diſlike of them;yea curſe 
and ſmite them ani pull of thety heare , and 
take an oath of them by God, not to make 
any ſuch marriages, but manifefttie ſhew 
your contempt ot them, and howſoever 
the wiſdom of this world will cenſure 
ſuch proceedings for molt uncivill parts 
and indiſcreet actions , full of dangerous 
violence and unſeemlic raſhnes, readie to 
enmble down and overthrow all rhings 
that diſhke you , yet you may remember 
that you haue good Nehemiah 2 rnoſt 
zealous and godly prince; and Chriſt Te- 
ſus the meckeſt of all the Lambes of God 
for your patterns and preſidents and ther. 
fore moſt worthie patrons of ſuch 2zea- 
lous courſes for and'in the cauſesof the 
houſe 


——— — 
is 
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houſe of God. Oh,how filly a part was 
it, (crie theſe Coole, temperate diſcreere 
and indifferent perſons ) and verie much 
unbeſceeming the gravitie of his perſon, 
and holinefle of his profeſſion , yea rather 
Child then Chriſt-like with « Sontrr-and 
that alſo ( a hundred to one ) of his own 
making to drive ſo many graue, Ancient, 
and moſt Reuerend fathers out of their 
holie offices and moſt honorable tun- 
Qions , which they and their predeceſ- 
ſors before them had long eyen time out 
out of minde to the comfort of many 


| godlie and well aff:&ed people peaceably 


and commendablie enioyed ; greevouſlic 
and molt dangerouſly diſturbing thereby 
the quiet & lertled peace of the Church, 
which principally confiſteth in theſe ſpiri- 
euall callings and outward condition 
thereof, which were largelie allowed and 
highly approved of by the publick c6ſent 
of the whole Empire as molt ficting for 
that preſent gouernment,yea and not con+ 
tent herewith,rto uſe them with molt baſe 


- unreyerent and diſpitetull termes calling 


them ( I meane theſe graue ſpirituall and 
reverent men) arrant theenes,8 theſe their 
ecclefiaſticall cailings verie dens of theft as 
if they had harbored the verieſt knaues 
and moſt greedie deyowring cormorants, 
that regarded nothing neither” religion 
nor honeſtie bur their jown profit) in all 


" the world, yeaas if theſe proceedings and 


courlcs 


thon,2.1% 


Math, 2r. 


uy 


3+ 


P[..69.9. 


Kehem.13. 
25. 
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courſes did waſte more of the ſubiects 
eſtate and ſubſtance of the commanaltie, 
then allthe taxationsor impolitions of the 
Civil magiſtrare(and yer I tell you in your 
eare,for 1 would beloth to be brought to 
rehearſall forir, a great deale more might 
be ſaid for the iultifying of the worſt of 
theſe human inventions,& to proue them 
farre more convenient and everie way 
by many degrees more tollerable then 
the verie belt of theſe in controverſe 
amongſt us:) henceforth therfore (Iadviſe 


 you)unlefle you will openly profeſle your 


delight in,and therefore delire tohaue the 
ſpeech of Aſhdod fiill ſounding in your 
eares,or dare reproue the holy Ghoſt for 
inſerting 1a the ſacred Scriptures by way 
of propheſic,his divine warrant(which al- 
Wayes Carries 1n it What forme ſoever it 
bee of , the nature of a precept ) for the 
Seale of all Gods ſervants in theſe cauſes 
ot his houſe or publick worſhip, I ſay for 
ever hereafter hold your peace and teach 
your people that they muſt bind them- 
ſclues by an oth by Godneuer to make any 


ſuch marriages, I meane to Cenforme 


any more to any ſuch mixtures in the ge- 
ſtures or ceremonies of religious uſes in 
the publick worſhip or divine ſervice of 
our holic God , for do not theſe words, 


for I the Lord thy God am a Jealous God, in- 


ferre plainly that ſtrange ceremonies and 
callings uncommanded geſtures or actions 
having 


(93) 


having ſtate in Religious worſhip, are no 
more allowed of him bur eyen as hatcfull 
and abominable ar leaſt, as theſe ſtrange 
mariages? Though thertore your miniſtery 
abound in all excellent & admirable gifts 
that amongſt many nations,there benone 
like unto you'for your multitude and all 
maner of learning and other worthy en- 
dowmenes,yet as ſtrange omen cauſed e- 
yen Salomon himielf moſt fearfully ts tn? 
ſo theſe unlawful ceremonies & callings, 
and the amiable but moſt ſtrange preter- 
ments whichtn & by contormity to them 
are obtained,do fo intice and allure you, 
as they cauſe you ( even many that are 
of moſt ncelione parts ) to ſuſcribe 
to verie ſtrange mg and practi- 
ſes for the upholding. the Reputation 
and credit of theſe Courſes to pur in pra- 
ttiſe ſtrange cocluſions. Shall Ie then obey 
you, and doe all this great evill and to tranſ- 
greſſe againſt our God even to marrie ſtrange 
Þmes , or to conforme to thele ſtrange 
or uncomanded ceremonies & geſtures in 
the wor ſhip of God;ſeing though the Lord 
promiſeth to ſh:Þ mercie unto thouſands 
yet it is only to thoſe that keep his comm3 < 
dements; ſo that unlefle theſe ceremonies, 
callings and geſtures , be the commande- 
ments of God,the Church hath no promiſe 
of him for a bleſſing, what affetiss ſoever 
they uſe the with all, but rather of a curſe 
though their incerions be pever ſo = in 
er 


end 


ver[.26; 


ver[.27; 


Hoſe.9.9, 


Hoſe.7.8. 
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their owne perſwaſions) by conforming 
unto them. VVhat then, though it were 
true, that they be not forbidden, yet 
beſeech you conſider whether not ber 
ing commanded, they be not (at the yerig 
beſt that can poſſibly be made of them) 
2 ſpice of Ephraims baſe mixture. 

Indeed our ſubſtance or doctrine of the 
Church publickly profefled, is as one ſide 
of a cake upon the hearth, yery wel baked, 
bur the other ſide of our, worſhip conti- 
ſting of ceremonies and 'calliugs, ations 
or geſtures, 1s very dough, and was never 
yet throughly turned; who dare then have 
{o baſe an opinion of the Almighty, as to 
conſent or conforme in any.reſpect to of= 
fer ſuch unſayoury bread in the divine 
worſhip of our holy God, ſecing all the 
wit, Art,and learning in the whole world 
can never make it holeſome 2 V Vhar, are 
his eyes growne dimme, that hee cannot 
ſee both ſides ? or is his taſte ſo decayed, 
that he cannot perceiue our halte-baked 
ſervice? or is he no better,or no more to 
be regarded, but that any thing 1s good 
enough for him in his ſervice? 7 he tatch, 
men of Ephraim ſhould bee tvith my God, 
and teach nothing but what he tfath com- 
manded,.but the Prophet or Preacher is 45 
the ſnare of a fowler im all his wayes, all his 
ſtudy and care is how hee may prevaile 
with his. hearers to enſnare their mindes 


by contormitie to mens Inventions in +» 


Gods 


 _ — 4 as an a w So» & hh 


(93) 
Gods worſhip, and fo bring hatred mto the 
houſe of his God. + | 

© fooliſh people, how long Will ye be 
ignorant,and conimic your ſoules ro ſþiri- V".F4 
tnall men,that are: mad, even without any 
government of Gods ſpirit, or duettion 
of the ſcriptures :for/is all the mr 
and wiſedome in the world without theſe 
any-bertter then lunacie > what, louely 
grapes did your fathers times bring forth? vnſ.r0, 
how-many ſweere cluſters did flaming 
flakes afloord ? but you haue: ſeparated 
your ſelues by iconformitie | unto; the 
ſhame or ſimilitude .of the inventions: of 
Baal Peor, which are the \Abhommation-as 
well as the idolatry'ir ſelſe, therefore E- yoſ.re; 
phraim thy glory decayes, yea flies albay 
like 4 bird, there is none that do ſincerely : 
reverence thee, gray hairer are upon. thee:, Hoſe.7.9 
though thou conlider it not. Doe net all 
men tee that thou chaſt nothing but de- 
vices{meecte tricks of wit though never ſo be RA 
diſhoneſt) to gg ——_— Inventt- | 
on ? 1hany altars thow doeſt maxe '( great 
ſhewen fdveions and foes yo Hoſe. 8.274 
of religion thou doeſt pretend): bur all 
chat.chou doeſt is:to defend thy /rane even 
ro:-gaine eſtimation' to thy carnall: devis 
ceyyWhich haue :no warrant from the 
Lord ; nay thoſe that dare not comforme 
to thy Canons or courſes, becauſe the great vnſ.r2, 
things of Gods law; written in the: Scrip= 
Lures doe not require: it (for all/other 

z writings 


T7 


- 


Woſe. 8.15. 


wir. 7+ 


Koſe.r2.1, 
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writings are ſmall in reſpet of theſt-anl 
and to bee regarded but astrifles\) thou 
connreſt/ them ſtrange men , it being a 
ſtrange thing with thee: ro looſe any 
thing for Chriſts fake,bur to-forſake their 
livings and liberties , to looſe their-Cre» 
dits and reputations,rather then to con- 
formeto: theſe humane Invencions , yea 
thereby.ro expoſt:themſelues by their de- 
privation to open cotempt, miſcrable po- 
vertiei, bands and impriſonment, ſeemes 
to'be'one of the trangeyt wonders of the 
world;that any of ſound mdgment ſhould 
cuerthayeſo little witiin:them, thus doelt 
thou glorifie thy felf,though thou commit- 
teſt miquity in Gueal,tor:there is the.cauſe 
| Z bate-thee , even for the 

dne/Je of the: Inventions in his wor» 

thip which there thou haſt ſet up'in great 
pomp:& ſtate,therctore will the Lord caſt 
thee wut of his houſe , or Church becauſe 
«ll they ſpiritual Lords or princes are x 
wuſtiftying-theſe carna!l deviſes againit the 
plaine evidence of the ſcripture , {nerea» 


ſing daily errors and lies, which in the end 


will be their own Deftrufton , which yer 
they hope to preyent «by making a cove- 
nant-or contrat with Aſhur and carrying 
oyle mto ZeYpt. Refining and ſo refreſh 
ing [their -01d Imagerie with new: pains 


ted * devices, yet» thou feedeſt thy ſelfe 


with this wmde and art very confident 


that: theſe ſecret and hjddcn plots of th 


cloſe 


SG... | 97 
cloſe and ſubtil! fetches , ſhall maintain 
thy greatneſſe, though thou grow grace- 
lefſe perfwading Chiiſtians yea compel- 
liog pou to conforme to offer uncleane Mald.Is Fo 
bread upon the Lords Altar and yet would 
have us fubſcribe chat this 13 not contrary 
to the word of God. | 

" And in great' dildaine they demand 
Iherejn haze Wee polluted the Lord, or the 


Worſhip or {eruiceof God? alas whenyou 


Prefle vs to a geſture at the Lords owne 

table, "which: is' not warranted by the 

word do you not ſay or directly inferre, 

the table of the Lord s not to be regarded: gyf gy, 
for it matters not whar geſture we yſe no 

ſay you,though our ceremonies be lame, 078 
3nd our callings 5nd, and our geſtures L 
ficke, yer it is no euill , for they are ordei- 

ned and haue been Iovg cſtabliſhed by 
publick decree, ro be the offrings and 
ſacrifices of the Lord, and therfore ought 


_ With all reverent reſpeR to be conformed 


unto of 'all, rather then to diſturbe the 
quiet poſſeſſton and peace of the Church, Luc. 1x, 
(which by a ſtrong hand theſe armed men 21, 
haue obtained and keepe as the onelie en- 
trance or rather malatcnance of their 
glorious pallaces.) 

Is it no matter, then for the outward |, «, - 
worſhip, ſo the inward bee intended and © * © 
Proteſied ro be good and ſound 5 why do 
you then condemne the papiſts for taking 
away the ſecond commandement quite 
Lies: H ous 
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out of the table , and you letting it Rand 
rake the effe quite away? giue them bur 
the ſame libertie which your ſeclyes. ex- 
erciſe, and they will quickly agree with 
you for the ſubltance of that waich-is in- 
ward Iwairant you , for who.can udge 
the mentall reſeryation ,.and you require 
no more but an ourward profeſſion and 
ſubſcription , at leaſt though you teach 
the neceſſity of inward finceritie, yet 
your own practiſes doe manifeſt that the 
other without this, will ſerue the rurne 
wel enough,buc be pleaſed 1 pay youſlit 
any thing poſſibly be able ro ſarisfie you) 
to heare the Lords own anſwer, go your 
Wayes and when you haue any purpoſe ro 
ſhew your loue, and tenger your (cryice 
yea In a moſt ſpeciall manner unto your 
printe, offer him ſuch preſents , bill be bee 
content with thee, or accept thy perſon ſaith 
the Lord of boſts ? yea when thou inviteſt 
thy friends or neighbours to thy own ta- 
ble, do but ſerue them with ſuch dain- 
ties and diet-bread, and marke how they 
like it; nay ſee if thy horſe will not blow 
upon.it and refuſe it, though perhaps thy 
greedy dogges or grunting hogges will 
acceprtit, yea though neither fide were 
ever baked on the hearth; yet you, teach 
and preach, you profeſſe and perſwade 
and ſpend a great deale of time (whic 
you had need to redeeme) by many long 
and (as you thanke) learned a RUments 
an 


vm. ny 
und wiſe ry We to-proue that this is 
yoo ehough for the Lord, that is,that he 


mig and [etyice at our hands, though no 
body haute any care to ſhut the doores, to 


#47 


come,and bring with him what hee will, 
though it. be not according.to. the com- 
mandement and holy ordinance, yet if 
.he will but come and conforme, preſent- 
ly you receive him,and moR readily kn 
ale a fire, and 6ffer up that which he hath 
brought,though there be never ſo evidert 
appearance,fimilitude,or likeneſſe of Ido- 
latry init : Is not this direQtly to wor- 


ſhip God m Vaine? even to: kindle « fire vpon 


by altar to. no purpoſe: 2,, yea you grow 
Peary of the Lords own ordinances,they 
doe not giue full content to your ſenſes, 
and therefore yee ſnuffe.at. them as being 


t00-. baſe for ;your greatneſle , wanting , 


pompe and Nate, and I know not what, 


. and approue father of auy thing neyerſo 


@bſurd,ridiculous, and pupiſh, gyen that 
H 2 Which 


Mal. I.,19., 


verſ.2 3 


Vtr[.14. 
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which is torne,lame and ko howld 1 accept | 
742 but curſed 


this of your hand faith the Li 
be the deceaver, you that Key ſervants 

the males in your flocks ) whom 1 haue 

ullie quallified co make the truth of 
theſe things known, and who haue faich- 
fullic ſpoken my wordin my name and in 
this behalfe, and will deprive them. and 
purpoſely maihtaine (thotigh if need re- 
quire yo know how, to make ihew of 
the cleane contrarie) Brokers of Cor- 


_ "rupt doctrines , perſwaders to. ,, arid de- 


fendors of unwarrantable .ceremonies, 
calliogs, and geſtures , ahd ſo'deall geceit- 


Hoſ.8.1t. Ffillie with the Lords people in theſe great 


Mala.t. 
14, 


2.54m.5.9, 


d. 


Gen.35.1.2 
3-4+ , 


hoſts mm 
beatben.. 
*" Secing then everie David ( Churches 


friend and ſervant 1arob', ty" put anny 


thingr of bis law or publick - worthip, 
teaching them 'in ſteed of theſe 'to ſz 
crifice unto the Lord a Corrupt Ming » you 
IT ſay , ſhall cerreinly bee accuried,, for 
1 am 4 F King faith the Lord o 

my nante 1s terrible among the 


or particular perfons after Gods oIÞis heart) 


doth baniſh' ſuch me ceremonies blind *| * 
callngs, and ſicke geſtures frotn all the -| - 


parts of Gods pablick worſhip, as things 
which >: /dule bateth; Oh rhou fonne of 
David frntte, them and deliver 'us from 
them for eur verie_/oules doe abborre them, 
and pur ic into the faichfull heart of thy 


beſt 


ww > 


= enemy —— 


_ (97) 
theſe Nlrange Gods ' and earinigy;, ' and +> to 
Fleanſe all his: kingdoms, by burying theſe 


humane Inventions' under the oke which Toby, 2..x94 


Andi!ybu7 the : faichfull>-fervants of 
that ſonne 6 David, though the diving 
out : of the temple (or place'or: callings ap< 
poinred for Gods? publicke'worthip)  nbt 
onely: the.more- grofie abuſes (which had 
been they:-will c anfefle no» more then was 
fit and conveniem) bur even 44 humane 
Inventians Which he found therein, with 
the ſhcep and oven {things commanded by 
God to be uſediinhis ſervice;yer this ma- 
ner of providing them and' making them 
readie for the people of God,” nor being 
commanded -by fie Lord made-them abo- 
minable) andipoIbring out the changers mo - 
ny; thereby diſcovering the gri Ines of 
thoſe'places,whachione y kept and held in 
theſe abuſes) and overthrolving the tables. 
And the reſt-of our Saviours cariage( 9 
$i. Lord and bleſſed for ever)when he would 
maniteſtly and mightly declare himſelfe to 
bee- the onely. and ſole king or ſupreame 
head of his:Churchas generall, and of 
all the nationall:or [everall congregations 
therein-10 +particular by exerciling dom. 
nion.. not] onely in the fundamentall 
points of- fauh and juſtification , bur 
10 'everie things of Religious uſe ſeeme 
it never ſo {mal} even in thele cir- 
cumſtances or appurtenances ſeemed 

H3 unto 


®nſ.17+ 
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unto fleſh and bloud-ſomefhing rude'and 
andiſcreer., and that the buſinefle was not 


ſo carried as .the- peace of :that Church 


wherein he was borne and bred required; 
or as the- reverence of che: Eccleſiaſtical 
perſons in :authority delefucd, yea fecing 
28 carnall rez{on doch chink and cenſure) 
cheſe matrers/were'buc things indifferentz 
though there was queſtionles many excel- 
lent part:in him,yet -his diſcenting front 
the Church govreramem;ſo ancient & ſa 
reyerent,yea and by generall conſent up+ 
pon moſt graue and learned” conſultation 
with all poflible- wiſdom; with ſuch good 
ſucceſle fo long. eſtabliſhed:;, muſt needs 
argue exceeding great weaknes in\him(by 
our learned adverſaries 18ucly oratory)be> 
cauſe hee was ſo viotent it: cheſe ſmall cris 
viall matters as if the verie- ſubſtance of 
Religion. had : conſiſted/'1n' rhem,, ſurelie 
(goodmen) they ſceme co be hartelie ſas 
vie thar he overſhot himfelfe more in this 
then all che things that ever he did in his 
whole life, and did not performe this ac- 
on with ſuch moderation and diſcretion 
as was fie, and as a matter of ſuch hi 
conſequence deſerved ,notwithſtanding all 
this,and whatſoever had been or'ſhall be 
aid againſt ſuch proceedings, I humblie 
ſeech all ſuch as unfeinedlie defire to 
ſerve the Lord Chriſt to Remember, that 
at 15 as a perperuall law to bind Gods ſer+ 
vannts even all poſteritic for ever , that; 
wWacp 


— — 


(99). 


when the outward and publick worſhip 
bf God is thus corrupted and defiled by 


mens Invehrions in the ceremonies, callings P/.69.9x 


geſtures ani ations thereof , all thoſe in 
whom the ſpiric of true zeale doth abide 


- malt be ſo far of from conforming upon 


any” rermes unto theſe rhings, or any of 


them as upon pain of Gods high diſplez- 
fure ( according as it is Þritten of them) 
they mnlt in one degree or other mant- 
feſt rheir ludgement in the diſlike of them 
and everie of rhem yea rhough they ex- 


poſe their perfons, their credit and repus- , 


tations to the like diſgraces and Rebukes 
by ſo-doing. | 

- 'Finxllie 'you reverend and learned ad- 
yerſaries, ſeing ctvill policie is the itron- 
geſt argument that can be prelfed for that 


GA 


conformitie, which with might and 'main_ 


you doe {o caperly perſwade unto; Cori- 
fider I beſcech”you the ifſue of the verie 
like courſe{a remarkable preſident )Jagainf 
our Lord and Saviour Icſus Chrift. The 


| Seribes and Phariſees, you know, though 


ſtill chey cried out for arguments , and 


miracles reaſons and ſfenes to prove his di- Toh. 2 18, , 
vine authority, yet it was well knoÞen lobn.3 .2+ 


among themſelues, though they made 
outward ſhew of the contrary that h:e 
pas a teacher come fioin God, bur yer con- 
{iidering that his doftrine (though holy 
and divine in all things) tended directly 
to the overthrow of their Eccleſiaſtal 

H 4 pollicis 
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pollicie and goverament,ſa that their ay, 
thoritic- and dignutic, their. reputation 
and grea:nefle, mult .of, neceſlitie come 
downe,-it the truth which hee taught 
were once ieceived ; they , concluded, 
(meerely at firit in civill pollicie ) :that 
| though hee were. a. holy man. in. life, 
and of great power in his miniſterie, and 
did exceeding. much: good thereby, .yea 
and_ held nothing but what. was .rruclie 
grounded on the. word of. God,, .yct of 
abſoluce neceſſitie (upon: the cauſes and 
conſiderations aforeſaid, he mult þe .op+ 
poſed; even becauſe hee mutt: and fo 
from this ſeeming ſiwall beginning, they 
fell co plots and dzvices how. to. bring 
his opinions into diſgrace . with \the 
ſtate in generall, and with ſome ſpeciall 
perſons that were of greateſt and higheſt 
account therein in particular, peclwa-» 
ding them that they were his verie pur- 
poſed plots, and crattie devices to croſſe 
their defignes, and ſo by degrees they 
came toa poliicke mallice ot his pers 
fon (ariſing onely trom the hatred of his 
doctrine ) which was the mother of 
their moit tearefull and finall apoſtaſje, 
never relting themſclues till by flatte- 
ring inlinuations, falſe accuſations , 0+ 
pen flanders, falſifying mens teſtimo- 
nies or depolitions , and like abhomi- 
pable practiſes (the particulars whereof 
ac 3 moſt worthy worke to dilcover,and 
&e 


thorny al theſe novelties mighr bee drr-.. 


ſhall bee forgiven 


(101) 


at length: by falſe, witneſſes ; and-phine 
periurie, they not onely brought his 'do- 
cCtrine. and perſon \'iotaopen and ge- 
SS OY « but. moſt+ malicioutlie j 
tifed., {an rfidiouſly - procured « \1 
47a” and dings death, If thee 9-4-2203 
in your ignorarice 'you\ haue: ſpoken a* 
agtinſt the Sinne of mau-:in this cauſe L#6-12+ | 
of his ſervants (who dare nor-conforme+*?+ 
to. humane' inventions,. but labour: for: 
zeformarion, that'by che Magiſtrates: au- 


3.33. L 


ven away; and their favourers Þbipped ou. 
of the.. Temple.) upon, your repentance #t 
; bue if when you haue 
conſidered their arguments, 7 reaſons 
againſt contormitze, you ſee the. cuidence 
of the ſpiric according to the, Scriptures 
appearing therein, and 'yet for theſe or 
ſuch like policike c6fiderations you there- 
unto moving, you perſiſt willingly in the Hebr. rog 
defence of conformitic, your caſe is molt 26.27. 
dangerous,andto be lamented, Take heed 
therefore of  tranſoreſſing maliciouſly , 
though 1t bee never fo pollirickly , the 
Z ord of hoſtes, the God of 1/Faell will not Pſa. 1.5, 
be mercifull unto ſuch (the fervent prayer 
of all che faichfull is againit it. ) Enter 
not then into the Councelt or convocati- Pſ.z.r. 
ons with the Ivicked, how to iultific and 
defend their cqurſes, or if that bee 
palit , ſtand not therein,be not ſtiffeand 
relolute in ſuch wicked proccedivgs: for 
if 


: 
c ; 


(192) 


if orice you /it down?, or ſettle your 
ſelues (with reſolution9® ro prouec the 
lawfulnefſe of che. ſeates of the ſcorners , 
or mon:y-chmpgers, you are neere yntew 
car/ing, and farre from the bleſling , "yet 

v#n{.4.5-6. the Lord thinking ubon his conovegation 
which be hath po (ſeffed of old, _ on the 

'rod of bis. inberitance Which be h4th redee - 

-* 'ed,and meaſured one for himſelfe, and 

” on mount ' Syon Wherein bes: bath ' dwelt , 
74-02. pill verily lift-up his 'ftrokes, «nl deſtroy 
Je far ever every, enzmy that doth: evill to the 

Santuzrie:. Even ſo.be it Lord Teſts. ' 

If true Religion "on:ly knits our heart, unto 

- God, an1all fulfe Retigiont ſeperate our 
© bearts from G14 , then Dh hener is of 

eligious uſe ant tobe conforined unto it 

Go AERIONS, muſt be true (that 

8s truely grounded im th: word of God ) or 

elſe it ſeparats us from Got. oh 

But true Religion doth onely kinit our bearte 

unto God Wc .4ud the geſture of kneeling 
&s it is urged being of F:ltotous uſe and 5a 
be conformd unto in, Gods publick worſhip 

us no? true (that is not truely grounded 9%, 

tbe bord of God. } 
Therefore to Conforme to \kneeltiz2 45 it x 
urged 8 to fparate from God. 


All fexre or Religion rowards God, go! 
taught by the Scripturs,bart 5 the preceprs 
of men, remoones the heart farie fron God, 
ye2 


(oz) 


yea the defence” atid joſtifying heteof 
nogkes Jeu s bog ae twaryels, 
- the enſtdor o ffuch Wiſe Menhall pe 
© ſh." andthe ienderſtanBing of * 
their prudent _ men ſha 
bee kid3 Ba, 25, 


we er ee rs ee > be er Sc _ _ 


er I Ds Fae tea. 
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'FO 
THE CHVRCH 


OF GREAT BRIT- 


tare ingenerall, or to the ſeve- 


Fa Congregatians or Churches 
* therein uy particular being the 
*tize yilible Churches of -- 
. Chrilt,grace & pexce 
bee multiplied 
forever. 


T isnot vnknown,how,vtterly vnlaws 
J ful yerattogerher poſſi it 15,t0 ſerue 

or c«-nforme to. #w0 maſters, as allo that 
by our fallin Adam we haue not onely 
forſaken our firſt maſter of Creation, 
who in our innocent eſtate did immediart= 
ly direR, reach and leade vs into all truth, 
but haue betaken vs to a new maſter 
whoſe Inventions or notfelties we did 
molt yolunrarily ſubſcribe ynto, euen 
Saran who now doth immediately in the 
eitate of nature, guide and leade all the 
children of mcn ( as well ia che Church 
as 


OA ITE no Og noe. Ty * XxX ww 
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as ont of it ) into all falfitie and error it 
all things ccncerning God and his Church 
and yet alſo how everic one naturaily 
doth moſt willingly(though ſore perhaps 
mote: wiſely ot learnedly,and others more 
vilely and delperatcly ). yeeld their-harrte 
obedience vnto him, chough not z3n_thew 
purpole and intent;on,yet at leaſt in erros 
of their ludgmear agd. corruptedereſoiutis 
on., For the ynderſtanding being vtcerly 
blinded, we thiak in our :caſop, wiidome 
and learr ing, that to be gerteivly: good, 
which is direCtly euill, that to be. cleare 


light which 1s <4 ors datknes,thatto be ,- 


the ſervice of God which is the apparand 
worſhip of Deuills, and ſo think avd.are 


Pſ[78.58., 
58.0 


x. King 17% 
4.1012. & 


verely perſwaded our maſter to be: God; 2.Cron.1r, 
When in verie trueth it 15 Satan. True xt 15, I5s 


that wiſdome , diſcretion, learning, and 
many other excellent parts.;aud gifts, 
( yea cuen in heayenly things.) natue 
may and doth fhil by. indultrie attaine 
vnto, bur the ſauing or lancifyinggraces of 
God which bring che heart vnro Chriſt, 
(that new or renewing maſter.) are ſuper= 
naturall, eucn the immediate worke of 
the holy ghoſt, whoſe ſchollers or ſeruants 
cueric one of neceſſity mult be thas wil be 
ſaued, and thus farre I take it, is agrieed 
on all ſydes in all our Churches or-, con 

regations. (For I ſpeak to. none. but- ta 

uch. among vs as profeſle theſelues.ro..be 
We {chollers of Chxiſt)uow being men, 

ate 
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dated or by the bleſſed ſacrament of holy 
Baptiſme' Initiated into the ſchoole. or 
Corporation 'or bodice of '##7 Lord. and 
6alwour. Jeſus Chriſt; * | 80 

2:1 hutnbly beſeech-euerie-onethatdoth 
fmcerely papeſe euer to take the leſt ' des 
greece of true holines or ſanttification(Withous 
Which no man ſhal ſee God)ſeriouſly to con + 
ſider what books (whether hiſtorical,pro- 
phecicall,./ political), poericall, or Euan» 
gelicall) or authonrs ( as they 'terme 
them) muſt here to this purpoſe be lear- 
ned and profefſed and theſe are all bound 
ther in one yolume of the canoni- 
call, {acred or inſpired ſcriptures, and for 
their excellencie called the Bible, all o- 
ther -wrirers or authors diffring from theſe 


; In'anything concerning God or his wor- 


ſhip, by teaching or prefling ſome things 
Which are nor truly grounded vpon theſe, 
are to bee elteemed books of our ſecond 
malter,8 therfore te be accurſerd how ho- 


. neſt or holy ſoever their intention or drift 


pretends or ſeems to bey yea of moſt ab- 
folute neceſſicie it followes , that all who 
do upon any terms learne their leſſons 
from thence and ſo conforme unto them, 
do thereby conſormet unto Satan, who of 
all men( 2» their wits )is acknowledged to 
be the anthor and teacher of all leflons or 
doctrines, concerning religious ceremo- 
nies, callings,or geſtures in the worſhip © 
God which are noc in the eyidence' and 
| | power 


[ 


—_ 
power Of the holy Ghoſt, plainly groun- 
ded upon the word of God,tor there bee 
but two. maſters, who are by Chriſt oppoſed 
the one to the other, All trueth therefore 
is to be learned of the one,and to be cols 
lefted or gathered ogely out of his books 
or ſacred wrizipgs , even from God to 
whom onely wee'muſt giue credit in his 
word(for opprtet diſcente credere ) whatſoes 
yer. then is learned elſewhere, muſt needs 
bee from that other maſter as the proper 
leſſons of his open and free ſchoole(wher- 
in yet wee conteſlc all the excellencies of 


+ of all arts,and all the deepenelile of lear- 


ning do abound,) who mult alfo in thofe 
arguments and xeaſons we ground or pra” 
Qiſe upon, . bee.credited and- beleeved to 
bee the authour of that ſuppoſed truth 
ek we make protefſion of by our fo 
oing. e 
Let us therefore. bring forth thoſe 
bookes,or authours into the open view 
of the world, wherein this leſſon of Con- 
formate, or refuſall thereunto is 'taughe 
and learned, that {ſo every, Scholler may 


"| * be knowne by his own Maſter,and the au- 
*| + thours publickly caught 1n his ſchoole. 


[ 
j 
| 


Now it any be aſhamed to profeſſe that 

tc obayes or learnes this leſſon of any 0- 
ther then of -God; then muſt hee either 
ſhew bis warrang and authoritic our of 
the ſacred Scriptures, for the, things hee 
profellech and: pradtiſcch 'in this re : 
verue 


x.Theſ 5, 
21. 


Tam 1.17, 


Tob.z2.8- 
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vetſie;or dc he plainly difcovers \ 


| trueth. that which cothes tron 
them 15 holy and fincere, - bur if ir be 


grounded vpoo-mer or Charthes though | 


ancienr and' orthodox” in” many” other 
things; yet the filthines of their channell, 
I1-all 'macrers {"eſpecially' ) of religious 
vie will leave fome infection behinde it; 
Let 'vs therfore #rie all 'thrigs, yea though 
they hauebeene the receauedopinions or 


prattiſes of the holieſt men and pureff 
churches in theworld (whoſe 1udgment 


yetts highly'ta be reuerenced, chough tc 
differ from ours till the worde of God do 
evidently'to our conſciences dicide the 
Controuerke ) and keepe'or' conforme to 
that onely in rhe divine fervice- of God 
which i: p00d; which nothing poſsibly can 
be, but that Þhich comes from God, the 
ſole authoy ' of whatſoever is 200d. For 
howſoever it cannot bee. denied but 
that [ſurely there is a ſpirit m man, and 
grear excellence of learning, wiſedome, 


government and difcretion in the ſubor- _ 


dinate tutors or teachers of this other 
maſter, yet the m/þiration of the Almigh- 
te (or the inſpired word of God onely, 
by the -effeftuall working of the holy 
Ghoſt) ziveth 0-9. rang. © eſpecially in 
all things of a religious uſe in the publick 
worſhip of God. ; 


To ground religious cooformity there« | 


tors 


= montage onely are the fours 


>>T55, 


— 
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fore ypon any'thing-els whatſdevef; is 4i- 

rk&ly co Yorſte the right Wey (arid there is'2-Ped.2, 

; buy #299 wayer the one of iruth Which 1s ' 5: 

t be | freight and naroÞ, and but a f#Þ'that will *" ag | 
ſubſcribe yoro'ir) and! #0 go-atrdifand fol-, 24-Te 

ther | ty the broad They Cor to learne” the eafie 3-54» 

nell, I-f6n) of Balaamthe ſorne of Boſor which 

ous lbwed the wages of wnrighteonfne/ſe. '1 wa. 

© It's fone; bur intreate all - to' (rake heede 

ugh of thoſe ſelling” wordes of this "other 2.Pet.2,18 

os Schoole / or 'Synagogue full of vunitie," 


reſl | Joaſt they bee begwiled by them and ſo 

ent bee rapped alſo 1n their error, eſpecially 

tit |  worake Needs of the ſecond critanyling:for vi].20. 
do the larter end of ſluich is farre worle ther 

the the begimning,to whom the black darknes is re- vn(.17, 
"wy ſtrued for euer.Seing then there be bur two 

od chiefe maſters, God and the Denill, and 

caſt buc two wayes, grace and nature, and feing 

the 1 that ground their conformitie mwuly : 
"07. | © onthe ſcriprures,arc in the way of truth, 

nt (theugh 1wmpriſonment and other grieyan- 

nd ces inflicted on-them make it ſome pg 

w -7 freight and narrow) and are verily tag | 

Mn ,| - of God, it mult fieeds follow that all,that 1. Theſſ.4+ 
fr | © ground theirconformitic vpon any thing 9» | 


&s,or ypon theſe erroniouſly, are taught of 
| the diuel, which their maner of reaſoning 
ly & allegation of their beſt authorities dork 
pot obſcurely diſcouer. 
Bat here perhaps one will ſtrike me on 
| the face and ſay, why ſhould the «ly call Rom.9, 
| - the potter ts accoutt wr hs wade ut thus ,9,24, 
[- ; pad 


- 


« 
- 


| (ns) 


er fo, or why ſhould our adverſaries de-; 

.-.41 zmand,, Why this: ge of. kn: eling. 
- : +ſheuld not be as comely , and as comtor-; 

: :"rable as a:table geſtwe.. , 7 ill 
»* \S$uely.L,for my. part cat ſay no more; 
-*:  'buc @þ/e <x4t,, 0ut waſter, whoſe reaching 


we onely rely upon,hath by his own pra»! 
Qiſe opeoly. and folemntic publiſhed and: 
proclaimed in the ' word as with a filver 


7 :rumper to all Churches: and,congregati» 
ons for ever, the excelleat. and divine dig-" 


nitie thereof, The other maſter, teaches 
from. fathers,and counſels;:trom the pre- 


. cepts of men, yea. ( as he bragges ) from 


Txc.16.13. 


unitie, Anftiquitie,and wnivaralitie , as with 
the verie\ quinteſſence of Parnaſſus melo- 
die,thar Kneeling in che veric att of recets 
ving the hohe bread and. wine ;in the. 
Lords ſupper, is the moſt humble, thank- 
full, zeverent and ficreſt geſture in the 
the whole world, yea far-beyondthat of 
the cable. Thus cither maſter hath &flows, 
in a different- ſence , ler eycric ſcryant, 
diſciple or ſcholler therefore cleave faſt 
to his own maſter, and quite forſake, yea 
hate and deſpiſe the other , but 6 man who art 
thou? art thou mortall , muſt thou come. 
©o Iudgemept, and yet 'dareſt thau aske & 
queſtion ofthe immortal ſonne of God 
(1a his members or ſervants) why the ge- 
KRure which ihe wade choice of,and wicd 
and ordeined ſhould bee berer then that 
which the /ane of perdiion deviſed and 
oxalicd 
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exaked? mayelt thok not 33' well 45k6; 
why there frould be apy Sebborh or but 
one , nor two 3 "why two ſacraments age 
nor ſeven, why he wrote to 7. Churches 
and not ontly ro the merropolitan EWeY EO 
wives ſhopld. be ſubje& to theit hisbands £P-5-224 * 
more then ih'oame , or tHe Churttrunco 23+ 
Chrift furcher they io ſhew 3. Jet” us ex32 a 
mine and.rrie theſe things therefore whe- a 
ther they be of faih ( for Ale they are /i ) Romuge 
yea no man can be ignoranc of chis;thar it h 
Chriſt do not Warrant them by his,word', 
they are reprubated and ſerye for ng 6ther 
uſe bur to bridg ſomes reprobatioh,and 
to hinder”oth&rs inthe means. of theittal- 
Crib ure FO 6's 1 pA - Sow pergrs'* 
cior againſt any fruit of the ſbirit,ox againf 
them Fo pin it 15,Ye&thg! #h the be 
make a law againſt it, yer 3s Sreat conſola- 
tion to be found in ſuffering for it;eyenlo .. 
if theſe things in queſtion _þe the Juſt or 
inventions-of the #,h, then can; they. not xſbeſ. 2.8; 
pollibly'ſerue to avy other aiſe but ro fide > 
fill the Will of the fleſh and of the mind, and 
ſo in the verie oature are (a I may (ay 
the thijdyen 6f ir 1th 4 Well ah, others, eyen 
as well as thoſe d4mnable devaſes of ſacri- 
ficingfor.the quick and the dead,of diſpo- 
fing'of erowis,'of dilpeniations with cor- 
poralt No puiiuall 2 Corb oc Ines 
rd '6ther like hat ihomimnationsor lu 
pane invehtions, ſor they al com. tr6 one 
& the ſame root, flow out of one & the 
lame fountain, haue all every one of them 
I 2 a 


£.O0 
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(112) 
as good warrant (by the dodtine of ris 
ſecond maſter), one as another, even from 

$01.2 the prince that ruleth in the azre ,. that ſſirit 
which worketh in whatſocy&r is not donne 
in. the obedience. of faith jo all things of 

+7 Religious uſe. Ya 
.t* _ Dare wethen conforme in the Religi-. 
ous ations, or reſtures of our bodic 10 

»-Cor.6/ © rhe ceremonies of that ſpiricyal) hatlot,or 

I5. -* to the likeneſle.of them? eſpecially ſeing 

Eptiecg 33 bp this great ſecret or myſtery of our union 

-i- with Chriſt, wee are now 1oyn:< din a far 
neerer bond unto God then in the inno- 
cent cſtare,and therefore afar greater and 
NriQer ſubjeCtis is required at our hand. 

. Þ\22 True indeed by. crextuon wee were the 
lovely Tonfcs..and amiable daughters of 
the moſt high, haying no thing uncome- 
Iy,nor* any diſpoſition thereunto in any 
part of us, but by fin we wade our (elyes 

Ephe.2, 12. ſtrangers yed enemies, moſt filrhie,and cuen 

19 . , *Ioathſoniets look upon, yet even 1n this 

-*-- > eſtate to look upon, when be /aÞ us pollu= 
vnſ.4.5- fedm out on bloud(or filthy nature, when 
we were niked and bare,utterlic void of all 

Ezk.16, goodnefle or any- diſpoſition thereunto, 


6.7. even ſtarke dead by ſine, in /oune , 1 ſay in 
Eph. 2.4* this hatefull condition hee looked xpon wn 
£9 with the eyes of his love,and covered, yea 


Fcar.t6, 8 own righteouſneſſe, and/Þarcuuto wi,even 
etred mts coOrmant pub #5, and ſo cHAtIRC: 


* Tlothidow e-9 er the shitts of his 


c 


4.44 4 
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ted'vstohirh ſelf ro become: wholy and 


in all things his, and his onelyr; enen; f&(h 


of his fleſb and bone of bis bone gherfote did verſ-9.10, 


he waſh us: in that'foruntume of -the hauſe 


of Dauid and annomted vs With can omtmeint 
- from that holy-one ,; decking vs with -all> fps- 


rituall ornaments of grace, and ſatitificati- 
on of life ſo'that his holmesin the Godly, 
though: fever. ſo contemprnible: ro the 
world, is become as \truly. glorious and 
honorable as a kingdom, ( eucn-as wicked- 


11.12.13. 
14 

1. [obn.2. | 
29s 


nes makes the: mightic. and great ones: * 


in the world ignominious and contemp- 
tible.) | | 

Is ir-poſſible therefore to! exprefſe: what 
great and tuſt cauſe we haue to: for/ake «ll 
other (how :learned and reverent,; how 
wiſe and ancient, how haly and unives- 
fall ſocuer)-and-in our conformiticin; all 
matters of religious uſe;(eſpecially m che 
publicke wor ſhip of his name (which be- 


;4ng the- marriage bed) of. neceſlitie :is 


4 


carcfullie-to: bee kept holy-Jand wdef- 
led) cleaue oxely 1into him {0 long as. wee 
both ſhall \live, being tied -to him: - opt 
onelie- by our” creation.,” with thegreac 
bonds of loyall ſubiection-and checrefall 
obedicnce;'of loving and- oaturall- chyl- 
dren; but in; our. redemption , -Wi: that 
indiſſoluble loue and molt loyall affeRtio 
of 2 deere and ftaichtull wife. , 
Sceing then our nature is thus inſepe- 
rablie uniced yuato the . God-hcad (in 
a as the 


Math.19, 


> = = 


> 
Roa > 
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ot 2 a I wary enots Gro 
4245 " a 


* 
VV 


vs.s, 


o0#/.11, 


[(w4) 
eheincarmationof ow Lord, how: deere 
,any.erue member of his myſticall body, 


'2V bib theireligions ations of his divine ſer- 


*\vice, -conforme:toc the devices of ſtrange 
\Jovers>:and-i ſuch are :all:wharſoeyer 

they: be, as 'tequife + any 'other 'cereme- 
- nies, callings;or g-ſtures,then Chtiſt lefus 
.theLodi/sauthor of, Doch nor everie 
- wife{if Hhegefire co be. found faithtull ) 


* i eare both ſhge mi oleaſ} herbaſband? Hear - 


then-therefore O 1uughter; an1:couſeder, yea 


' 2 2n11ine #h;ndeare ,-and give diligent atrenti- 


-*pn;for chu ſhalt have mang driſembling 
lovers who will perlwade thee to 'the 


_ 3:eontranie!, + bur chow mult: "forget. thine 


\\ payee peaplerand thy fitherrboafſe,, md not 
\yegard' rhe -cuſtomes and traditions of 
- narare ahe devices of reafon;:or the inno- 
| vations'st wie and ſence, cirhough ntver 
-fo grue amd learned, bur im the obedi- 
- ence of faith, conforme onely-ro thetholy 
and wiſe& ordinances of thy Lord, yea in 
- all religious actions giue rhir honour and 
-worſhip onelie'to Hin pleat thy garments 
(ceremonies oy callings). ſmell of” Myrrh, 
Hlots, ard 'Caſſtr out of ithe' Ivory Pul- 
. faves (his owne holy and glorious ordi- 
nances)- which make the hearr of the 
godly to reioyce, and' nor ſtinke: of no- 
" vElties and incertainties-ont of the high 
places of mens precepts or devices,ayhich 
make heavy the ſoule of the -righreous, 
fo ſhall the king hae pleaſure'in thy beautit 
| | or 


_ —— _ —— 


(15) 


or inthat wor hip which thon giveſt un- 


to him, when it'75 pure and ſincere, mot 


painted or ſophiſticated with the Lealian 
aſill, (whoori h or carnall 4nventions ) 


for he « thy Lord God,and therefore thus 


Reverence thou him, even perfoxme eve- 


"xy cere nonie and geſture of rehgio.us uſe 


in his publicke worſhip, according to his 
owne commandement, and no otherwiſe, 
for elſe thou denieſt Feverence-unto him, 


'and giveſt ir :o:thoſe whom thou doelt 


conforme unto. 
Remember how he waſhed thee from 


Popiſh-Antichnſtian (that whooriſh) '1-- 


dolatry, and clothed theewith broidred Bork Ex.4.16,"94 
{even the pure dottrine of juſtification by 30, 


faith working by l-ue, and manie other 


divine truthes-and ſanctifying graces) doe x5 


not truſt nov m thine ohne? beautie (or ex- 
cellencie of yift« ) and ſo play the hartor, 


preſuming of thy renowne, becauſe thou - 


ar: famous over'the Chriſhan world, for 
thy wiſedome and leirning and other 
worthy endowments,powr not ont thy for - 
nications anevery one that paſſeth by and 
makes loue unto thee, let-no carnall re- 
ſpectever kindle thy deſire co ſuch ab- 


' hominable courſes; Deck not thy high pli- 


ces or Cathedrals, ith divers colours, bring 


"notinto Gods'holy worſhip thoſe ſweet 


delights of the ſences, which are no ber- 
ter then the-alluring - baits"'of an' bariar, 


4 | lincere 


tbe uke things ſhall not come, neither hath any. 
| I 


Ld 


6, 


(116) 


fincere Church cuer * conformed +06 
ſach abhominations. Bee nor, I ſay, io 
x7 preſumptuobus, as to abuſe thoſe /iluer 
itts and golden lewells which the Lond 
Rath conferred vpon thee (to purge his 
worſhip and-ta preſctue his {ſervice pute 
and (incere from all kinds of mixcure 
of any carnall devices) to defend the 1in- 
differencic or lawtulnes of mhoredome or 
£8 humane inventions therein, offer them not 
thy brodere1garmets,neuher fer the oyle & 

x9 perfume of tbe Lord .( Thoſe divine truths 
which thon ceacheſt purely ) before them, 
20 Thou thinkeſt in the pride of thy hearr 
that theſe will be. /ſiveete and ſauprie vato 
them, and fo: by an enforced ſubſcription 
cauſeſt thoſe ſonnes whom thou' haſt 
borne yato God, to ſacrifice their ſtudies 
how to giue belt content ro theſe ſtrangers 
by mnungling their abominations & Gods 
22 holy 1%. 738.00 indifterently together, #& 
this they Whoredgme a ſinall matter > Oh 
turn thee from allth:zſe moſt grieyous and 

39 carnallunuentions , and-remember the dates 
of thy youth, when thou aſd naked an1 pol- 
luted in thy bloud, holÞ weake- is thy heart 
faith the Loxd God, ſceins thow dacft all 
theſe things, which are the niojhes. of 4 


38 (34 ag5,0r ht IÞboore , ora Lordly law . 
cile 


, and oyer-ruling womas. Yer for 
all chis-it 4s ſchiſme to denie that thou 
art 2 true Church , yea there is no doubt 
bur when thy Hariets and Baydes _ 
5 : Fact 


pt<he'welt,ar ſweer fiuirs of a 
" C71. 


(7) 


nefſe 'and abhomination ; ' the Lord" will 
remember hi conenuit made with thee '#n 
the dayes of thy youth'; "and "will eon- 
firme* nnto thee tin everliſting covenant”, 
then thou ſhilt remember thy wayes and bt a- 
ſhamed. £ 7. vBw? 


theiricarnall and'flefhlie deviſes; Hate 58 
borne the puniſhmenr' of their wicked. 59 


Oh '6ur reverend and moſt deere mother, x. Cor.rt 


is'ir'trot the glorie of the man co have his 7, 


wife humble & obedienc, why wile thott 
theti thus preſſe as'even up6n thy bleſfing 
as wee'would not incurre thy difpleaſtze 
and curie , to Conforme to ceremonies, 
callings or geſtares 'which beare-no 1- 
mage or reſemblance), of the moſt holy 


ordinances of our heavenly father, but the . + + 


dire& fimilitude or likenetle of chat Cha» 


i rater or marke of the Beaft> oh forget not 


thou 'farre one the'moſt amiable&loue'of 
that ſonne of his lowe, that we are the rrut 


or x orened friie of 'thy wombe;, iv it 
poſkb 


e for theeto be ftinmindfall of this; 
can 'weever forpger' thofe (weert inftriidth- 
ons 'and ' moſt hexventy confolati6ns 
which wee facke&" ot of thy beanrtifwll 
breaſts;O rhou //Fer'and Poſe of that No- 
Iy one; call co mitide what excellent grz- 
ces hee fo enamiled thee withall ht 
cannot bur Joue and delight in thee;uu'- 
leffe hee ſhould hate himlſelfs, are afl the 
gardens df the Eaft , or living fountaints 


7D 


Coſoſſ.3.9. 


G0n.3.5, 


Chiefe ſpices in the whale: world poſſibly 
able tro ſhadow out, that hign excellencic 
and molt foyeraine., digarie. wherewih 
out of. .his owne. verie prerogative. hee 
hath truely and Really. endowed. thee? 
why they by thy conformitie te theſe 
humane devices,wile-chou ſhur. the .dore 


againitthy welbelayed and not.ſufler him 


roenter.jnto his gards to cate his, p'eaſant 
fruit, pur. offers hzay grapes w** thou haſt 


gathered. of cheſe, charnie Invencions, &,. 
gs. which theſe thiſtly craditions . have 


brought forth > was ic ooc thine own in- 
fruction, from our Creadle, that we.muſt 
pat af itbe old man ,Þith all bis borks and 
d -91 the neIÞ, even.bee made contorma- 

to. the | will. or ward of God in all 
things, both in our tender years and ftron- 
ger. age , and oldeſt dayes ? and mult wee 
now learne.anorher, leſſon or manger of 
perfection even to baue our eyes apentd, yee 
and be .as Gods by, conforming to, theſe 


anovelaues? whole device is. this. marke - 


deere, mother upon my. bare knees I be- 
ſeech thee who that is that calketh ſuch 
things with thee? Do we ſel Adyowſions, 


deporulate rownes,or houles, do we: keep 


two.benefices, or cloſely practiſe. uſurie, 


are we. pariners in monopolies, haue we 2 
Whore in2-corner, doe. wee diſſemble and 


dcecme,or are We. unmercifull , uniult or 
| afy. 


(us) | 
kenard, Calams aud Cynamon , with all the |- 
trees.of Incencer mirybrand Aloes yea all the | 


| 


- 


({Þ) 


»avy way diſhoneſt;chen letithy holy Cech - 


fares cur-us'of fromt/that bleffed: © ommu- 
nion of they heavenly familie,and divine 


: focietie/ + But 10h "(thou 1{weere(F among 
- the'Jourlieft! who-arrhe verie choice 


of - al}:the -fairefty! Inioyne/ us'morigec 


{ beſcechy'''thee 20! forget the name''of 
- our-God;or:to bow'6urknee or cotiforme 


eo any thing whichis wor: triiely gromh- 


- ded ors his word 3 fome thing indeed my = 
. be ih theſe courſes which: we cantior di(<* * * 
certis, bur no'godaneſſe or godlinefſe'ran 
poſſibly-be in thetty, unlefle rliey bee his? 


commandements; i": © 


:Borthou ſay&t” ori:rither thy mini- Obje#, 


ons informe- thee, ' thafithe Lord Gid fie- 
ver forbid thefe thingg,o05 17 72111523 


The cleane contretic ſects imoſtplainito Anſw. 


us and that out of thine own dodtrines, 
buc i ſuppoſe hee be pleaſed'to befilehr, 
to reach” modeſtie Ad Fare, ſhall we' bee 


: bould therefore rofalltito preſampricon? 
. Confider, ( oh rhow'thatbare us'the ap- 


pointed moriths,/avd brought os forth in 
everie ones due\ſcafon)) where dw he for- 


' bid Adrm to. cate that particular ſruititrue 


indeed that the'rree watforbidgden,and tte 
netiwemn the-fame/generall terms direWaly 


'fotbidden iro worthip him i any other 


manner in his poblick fervice rhen he hath 
comanded? is not this the very tener pur 
poſe & drifri'of rhe ſecond comandement, 


-$orhidden alſo to bow doiÞn or ſhew any 


Rererent 


"4 


{ (12d) | 

Reverent reſpeCt.co the likeneſle of, any 

ching which 1g his worſhip man hach de- 
- VUcQ?., 


Oh thou that'are the mother of 
us 21! ;: pluck up:theſe- fruits of difirac- 
tion even by. the verie' roots ,, and ſuffer 
them no-longer-td breed diviſions; and 
ſeparations among: thy crue children,deall 
truly, with; chine 4wn ſpul and marke 4c 

- well - though/it> cofne from ſuch; as ex- 
G®.3.1.4- cell all other ig-learmng: and wiſdome, 
yet. whether it be: nota tare of that Eu- 


$. 
Tobu, 8.44, Housgmen', and. wheiher thoſe Relolute 


diſputers for the Iuſtifying thereof. be not 

*.;'- . his: profeſſed, Children, for than + haſt 
.ofrep 1aughnus co; rake heed of finning 

ainſt our knowledge or certeine- per- 

\., - Jwaſion, choughit.bee-but ih a matter of 


,ncver ſo ſmall conſequence, bur eſpecially - 


,in/} all chings ,of Religious uſe,, ſeeing 

. diſobedience yea-And kebellion appea- 

reth as well .cherein-as in the- gtofſek 
..and:toulcſt abomination of poperie, yea 

this was the comely talke of thy. ſcar- 

Low. 2,ro , let lips, thac Eboſdever keepeth the hole 
| law and yet faileth an one point ,: bee 8 
uileie of all , and, therefore though we 

aue calt quite away. the groflſer. poigr 

of poperie, yet wilfull contormirie-yo0 

any .humane .Innyentzon (of Religious 
uſe, in che publick, worſhip of God, 
makes us guiltic of the whole maſle Fo 
. that 
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chat damnable Idolatrie, according to 
22 other, leflon which. moſt carctullic 
thou didſt often beate .upon , that's #-C#? <.6. 
little leaven. doth ſoure the Whole lumpe, 19%-+-6 
ea whatſoever "is. borne of the yene. ©9937. 
wiſedeme of the fiſh, is notwithitan- LK, ; 39, 
verie' Eumitte Bith God, for how- 
ſoever Adam and all in this loyns were 
by creation the /onues of Godzand what= 
ſever. geſtures they... uled iv his wor- 
{tip were moſt plcaſing- and accepta-- g_ 
ble to him; yet now (by tranſgreſhon) 
having, changed their. tather and na- 
ture, all the ceremonies,  callings., and 
geſtures which they can. poſhbly deviſe 
concerning the worſhip. .at God,o1. go«, 
vernment of his Church. are without 
contradiction thit very works of their 
new father and nature,for who can poſli--lohn,# 4r, 
bly be ignorant of chis,that ts whomſoexer Kom,s, x6, 
we gine our ſelues 45: ſervants to obey , his 
ſervants The are ta hom by conformity Ie do 
obey , hetber it bee to humane Inven-, 
tiens, or. Gods holy . ordinances , - and 
the ſame rule holds in all matcers of 
Religious uſe, if chey can not tell hub 
fo preach except they bee ſent , nor wee 
hop to tro or call upon God as Wee. 
ought, but by the ſpirit of God , accct- 
ding to the Scriptures , bow is 1: poſh» 
Þle tor, all the learning and wildom 1n 
the world to-tell what ceremonie, calling 
or gelture is fic and lawfull in the lervice 
| | ot 


' Rew, ro, 
£4915, 5,34 


(122) 


of God'but bythe ſat fpirie? 70! 


_ "'beſt;rhe mocking, yea ſome of chem) per - 
Gen.21.9- ſecuting ſonnes of Apar) have no- wars 


hgheft degree able ro murder (or wake 

anabſolute nullitre of religion) -yet nor 

t.Tobn.z.9 being borne of God, or warranted-by his 
word ,, they muſt ' of ablolute''neceſ-' 

ſitie'be confefſed ro' be' unrighteoiys, be- 

caiſe the Lord dur Rigbteor fugſſe is not 

author of thetn,and all umighteouſaeſſe (in 

Joba.s5. x5. ſubltance or ceremonie ) 7 /inne,” and 
cherfore all that wittingly conformthere- 
viito upon whit"terms # confdes arivns 

ſoeuer though in the foweſt and moft rol- 

- ' Jerable degree thatcan be imagined} are 
£16. 3.8 ( in rhe fame degree rhat this chefr'fina is 


will, 
-*VVhy 'ſhould'” any woondtr then 'or” 
Pro.1.20. thinke it ſtrange, thar though wildome 
- 2x7 hane cried out and yttred her voice like 
Tcromper, in pulpirs,in priſons, in words, 
. iv writings ,in fierie zeale,in moſt hamble 
and meckeſt manner, yer theſe catnall and 


» 


the devices of fleſhe and bloud , Yand take 
pleafure m7 ſtorming whatſoever and who- 
leeycr is contrary to them therein, by 

[1 


*Secing then'theſe devices (at the very 


G4.4.29. | ratic from the word and ſpirit off God,” 
© _ Whatlercech butthar ſafely we may, yea! 
ought'ro eſtetin_rhem, YVagabondF&*® Rite" 

nipates tir the earth; howſoever novin the” 


of ) yercly and woſt certemly »fthe Di- 


22 worldly minded men loxe fogltſhnes ( event. - 


re 


oo "2:9: 9 ©- bile bi 


(23) 


fo <&ſpife all the counſell of the Lord : ſhall 25. 
not 


e end of thele things be bitrer? yea 
will not Deftruttion ceize on them at 26, . 
lengrh, and will not the Lord reigyce-and 
thereat, even make ioyfull the hearts 
ot his people, to ſee their cruel adverſaries 
eatethe fruit of their oIÞn Way, and be filled xx; 
withtheir owne devices? 
- "Yea molt deereand tender mother, haſt 
thou not often told us,” that all that are 
<ſobedient unto; , or wiltully gamfay -ante Rom. ro}. . 
thing cruely and evidently taught. from 21. 


| the Scriptures, were to be elicemed of all 
that deſte ficerely to feare the. Lord, 


ftiffenched re/ſters of the Holy Ghoſt) be- AAR. 9.52. 
cauſe by ſuch proceedings. they- plainhic 

proclaime that in therr bearts they ſay th.re pſal, 14.2, 
# no'God, or which is all one, that Go 

is not fo itcalous of his worſhip,and-everie 
ceremonie, calling, and geſture therein, 

ſo as he eſteemes them onely his lovers 

and friends thar- ſubſcribe onely -ro/chis Exed, 29,55 
commandements therein; and holds them 6+ 
liis enemies, yea ſuch as hate him that con- 


. forme to-any thing> therein which. -in his 
_ Word hee hath not commanded as in the 


ſecond con. mandement more at laige it 
doth-appeare? be pleaſed therefore to re- 
member, from rhevverie word of our ta- 
ther thou _ haſt oftcn inſtructed us ;' that 
though without all contradiction theres 
a —_ m man (and therefore it may "bee 
that ſome are galled ſprriguallmen) yer w_ 
Com: thoul 


lob.z2.9, 


x.Cor. 1, 
26, 


2,5am,r6, 
233 


Hoſe, 9,7, 
Rom. 8,5. 


x. Cor, 2, 
4, 


x,Cor,z 0 5 ? 


l6b,z2,8, 


(124), 
ſhould allwayes find this co be true in all 
controverſies ot preceedings about mar- 
'ters of Religious nature , not many ſuch 
how-excellent ſoever(much leſie the grea- 
reſt part of them ) though moſt Wiſe after 
the fleſh, no though their counſell» m their 
dayes'be elteemed as free from ertor as the 
oracle of God, are notwithſtanding choſen 
of God to doe” any: ſpeciall good to his 
Churches, or {ervants: for indeed though 
their titles be fpirituall, yet their wayes 
and coarſes doe plainly reſtifie that tneir 


hearts are Carvall and fleſhly,and therefore | 


they do not /abour the things of Gods * wr 


no they ſeeme meere fookſhueſſe unto them . 


berauſe indeed they are ſpiritually diſcerned , 
& thertore they eſteem them yerie fooles 
and aſles:that will loofe a good living ra- 
ther then conforme to mens Inventions 


u' Gods worſhip, thus doe they afſume 
thatſufhciencie to themſelues which 1s: 


wholy of God Almightie whoſe mſpivation 
enely giveth underſtanding eſpecially in all 
marrers of Religious -uſe., and yer will 
theſeaſpiriog ſpins preſume to ſec the H. 


Ghoſtro ſchoole, & moſt preſumpruouſly | | 


reade large lectures of diſcretion unto him 
inhis ſervancs, becaute they willnor con 
forme without his direct warrant,preren- 
ding tha there is great eruth(8& no lies)in 
the things they preſſe, and yer cannor poſ- 


fiblic proue them co bee commanded of 
God ( as all trueth neceſlatic for the - 


Church 


a T0Ooancot RH EAPO EDNS 


mae % *% WwAwW ij. 2zoqa nr  4Aqn SO Oo too 


ted on. the Þord:of the Lord;in theſe thing 1 


% % 
ce 5 , 
175) OSS | 
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Ghurth.co cqntorme untozts) as though » 
if thexe were; any;kind of wurh in them 
the, holy. Ghyth,would:pothead and:dirett Tob.16. 13, 
us.chetein, v9dileaſt they ſhould pur this: 
off, as 4-peculir.pramile:to'the Apaltles 
he bach purpoigly by precepr ad prattiſe 199" 5.39 
exprelly. 1n al,4a&h occaſions; tied us:ab-:=* Tim. 
lolurely a39,the Scripturgs ,::you hare 77: Kata 
one Fpolybue therefore un thigg;Qyee reve "pug ag 


rend and. learned men, that-yortuwe not re- ” Pang 


- 


1n,,.controverlie., which--you« fo xagerly 

prefie cantormtie. unto butis:(. as it were 

npon tbe oaſt.of the Aramits ): on\the An- 2.Chro; 

cient tathers,peneral counſcls,and canons, 16.7.9. 

huwane icaloy,and the learning and wil : 

dom. of-the world, heare therefore the 

word. of the Lord henceforth you ſhall haue 

wars,one or ther ſhall ferups your cere- 

monies & all other your humane inyentt- 

ons, and neyer giue that argument overs 

till all ordinances in the Church which 

God hath net planted by the authoriue 

of the Scriptures. bee utterlie . rooted 

Our. 

And this your 144 of conformitie the 

ripe fruic of your þroxd hearts wil deceiue 

You,yeathaugh thereby you are growen 

confident, becauſe you haue ar length ſer- 

led your ſeats as ſafely,as in the clefts of 

the Rock and made your neſts the yerie next 

to the Eagle himſel; in the ſupremeſt moun- + 

taines Xt che. higheſt | Region ,; yer.Þull 1 

bung ya# down from thence ſaith the R_ 
| K or 


ler.49.16, 


(16) 


Eck, 28. for though by thy Þi/lom and deepe poll. 


#.5+ 


v0.3. 


2. Chron, perfect or fincere hearts toIbards the Lord, 


16.9, 


| z.Cor.1. 
37. 


cies or undiſcerned ſubtleties thou haſt 
gotten thee greac riches ati# prefer myrs, 
and haſt increaſe! yery greatly thy power 


and authoritie and {o art-hfted wp in thint 
heart as in a chaire of ſecuritie, conceiting' 


thy ſelfe that thou art wHer' 'then Daniel 


and haſt more learning and wifdom,gtea-' 


ter reaſon and ſtronger arguttiettes for-thy 
conformitie 'then all thoſe thit are of 


and are conratie minded”, and there- 
fore dare no way conforme *tmto'you, 
ith hom their feare even hee Thom! they 
ſerue Þill ſheÞ bis trength) yer'behold God 
bath choſen the fooliſh things of the Thorld to 
confound you that are ſo Þyfe, yea vile and 
deſpiſed perſons which in the opinion of 
the world being compared with you,did 


28 not ſo much as ſeeme to exiſt,or bring to 


Fuk, 8. 
y 


naught your ſtrongeſt argumemts for this 

our great goddetle contormitte,and that 

y a plaine demonſtration of their vanity, 
yea though rtheybe neither prophets,or ſons 
of the Prophets nor lo much as brought up 
at the feet of ſome prophet , but in com- 
pariſon meere ſt#angers yet they bee as a 


- rerrible nation and their arguments ſhall 


be as draÞben ſwords againſt the verie beautie 
of thy wiſdom yea they ſhal defile thy bright - 
neſſe,your fo admired vaderſtanding, by 


_ . laying open your moſt difſembling and 


cunning practiſes, My ( in ſorne of you) 
horrible and fearefall EO 
. Many 


Cre oe nn Oe TEE ——- 
F 


_ SAI _ 
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(157) 


Many have had'I tonfetfs,t66 tdligighs 


eſtimariotrof yout learnjh8, 20G orfter vie-. - 


ing ic plate 


nerable endowments But FA | 
ore Chrt- 


ithat in this Controverfie vith' 
Rians you bane rafÞ off the 3 
and truft "in. violence 'anil wit anefſe 5 att 
ftay thereupon, for the' inftify g: of your 
courſes;nor regarding the -12Wes of, God 
or'mat,/but by one" devife' or other will 
Þreake through all, thetefore there" is 
-preat hope that this miquitie which .Ies 
ſpelling within you, will mak? you ſs top- 
heavie, as your verie height, the onel 
thing you MA wiſely fortlaw to be necet- 
farie,' atid therefore ſo proyidently by 
your deepe teaches haue attained, will be 
an inayoydable cauſe of your ſyddetl and 
violeor downefall, yea; and | With that 
dereftatibn; as no one humane: invention 
ſeeme'tr never {6 tolletable, ſhall bee leit 
for the meaneft uſe and office in the wor - 
ſhip and publick ſervice of the] Lord, no 
not fo much as a lictle ſheard to fetch fire 
or water : for as all Gods ordinances are 
good,ſfo ho humane invention of 1eligi- 
ous uſe in Gods worſhip can be good, no 
not one. And whetas it is obiccted y* the 
reverend Fathers of our Church hold the 


lawfull and good Ture diuime, even ſo tfat ;4 1traft bes 
Reverend father Deterano, ChamberlefFto giuning 


Vrban 6. publickly taught with great ap- 


probation of many great Divines,that the que funr 
verie meaping of Chrift in ſaying give Cafaris 
K 2 ro Clari &6 


yr. 


wot Fee ard, £/4.30 «3, 


3 


(#9) 
Cefar the things.that. be: Caſas, wasbur 
"oh fus = Errhegeny that, when, . he, Þas 
2þ $7, be world drape allchele rhings vo- 
ro:him,thar is, Baronics, Earlkedomes,,yea 
1£1.6:.8.3 apd kingdamss too ,cyen all.thar was, Ce- 
* * ſors, andihar ts therfore of... Dyive 1n- 
itytion , rhas.che miniſters of .che Golpell 

might challenge and Ee: theſe. rhings 

,as their proper andpecyliar xzght, horh 
xeyeneWes and honowrs,and, that in, was ' 

,grieyous ſacruledge for any prigce.to with- 

2h Fold thefawe,0: any cul authority from 
them,or to this effect was that .whuch he 

held, & whjchhach;ſprong our of char ſlip 

| which hethed {et,the ſeueral;plants wherof 

kb / haue woderfully chriyen in al chnſtendom, 
To lixgwiſe many great ſTchollers. and yery 

leirned divipes have held it an invincible 
"arguineat, ag rhe Popes goucrnment, 
Nierarchie,and ſupremacie is lawtull, be- 

*taufe ir harh proſpered-and [o long endu- 

red with good ſuccell, for els ſay they,Cod 

af Would never haue ſuffred ic. Is ig not alſo 
ayo\wed by many wiſe and reuerent Doc- 

In C4101,” tors;that James the brother of our Lord ac- 
loco. frat, cording to the fleſh,did bring in the Maſſe 
de conſecra. and ioyned it to the ſcripture, and there- 


dit. x, fore thar it 15 of Apoſtolicall inſtitution 
arid ought to be contormed unto? In like 
# '- manner it is a receiued opinion of great 


antiquitie being one of the deepe dottrines 
of divine Durandus, that cteric ſonday and 
beliday the foulzs ap play in Purgatoris: Are 

* they 


(129) 
they not worthy:: therefore fo !bepreſens 
ted that doe. any \kinde: of wWorke .upon 
any holy day , yea thought ni bes norin 
prayer time,” unletle it bec:toi goe 20: rhe 
Ale-houſe to be-merry,> atid-ro»:leap;and 
daunce about the May-poule after a bag 
pipe,or ſo forthy.for that heipes;forward 
the forelaid; merriment?. yea pur: owne 
countrey-man :Cardmall 'Paoley> ai reves 
rent Divine;;and as great'a Scholler as'a» 
ny of our [great 'Adverſaries;,-held and 
taught that the:meaning -of Chriſt in ma+ 
king Peter 4 fiſher of men, was, © that! hee 
would driue al Emperours and: Kings, yea 
all the people of the worldtmrothe Popes 


net,ſo that he.mighe ſcerh,..broyle, or fry "> » 


them in a pay, even as his Holmes ſhould 
thiok belt to uſe and order them, and his 
Prelates and rbcir inferivur . officers' alſo 
to make their-belt gain and advantage-of 
them, and many other ſtrange\-opinions 
concerning :callings, and - ceremonies in 
Gods worthip,.haue beene publiſhed by 
great Schollers,and confirmed: iby;whole 
Synods & Conyocations; yea/and -gene» 
rall Councels, with as great” probabilicie 
many of-them;and theiy of all: kinde of 
true learningras all thatis, which his re- 
verend fathers and learned Divines of this 
age haue publiſhed, or can-fay+ftor- theſe 
ceremonies, and the other things tt: .con- 
troverhe amonelt us. :- 7.1 -: - 
Seing theathe Church in her wiſedbm 
| K 3 efta- 


In his books 
vpon the 
conncel of 
Ircit, 


(30) 
eftablifhed chem as divine truths;though 
poet;as necefiarie to ſalyation, yet profita< 
ble for unitie,decencie;and to try the 0- 
bedienceof her children,why ſhould nor 
they be as-wth: conformed ro as ours ? 
were nod their' pure naturals as able to 
finde outſome things cemmendable, yea 
neceflarily to- be conformed unto in the 
worſhip af God though they had no bet= 
ter ground for them in the. Scriprure,then 
as is formerly mentioned , as well as the 
naturals of this pure or learned and ſpirt- 
tuall age ?. Degrees of Evill there is in- 
deed, but nature admits nor any one de- 

ce of goodnefſe,no not one, for it is 


Fpb. 2.1.0 Parke dead m of //05/ andclrnnes the minde 


4.17.18, 


Tx. C01.2, 


I4- 


baine,the underſtanding na gan aud full of 
tan orencethe heart haidened not perceiving 
the things of the ſpirit of God,nay it thinks 
them to be. meere fooliſhneſſe, and more 


then needes;even moſt abfurd and againl} 
common/ſence : mult it not-therefore be 


ranted - of | abſolute: neceſlitie, that all 

uch fpirituall perſons, as well in theſe 
times as-in-thoſe (by what natne or title 
foever-they be called, though they haye 
all the learning .and wiſedome 'in the 
world, yeriif they bring not the warrant 
of Gods word plainly or truely for them 
mall cheir ceremonies, callings, geſtures, 
and orher:devices whatſoever of religi- 
ous uſe,are to bee held, reputed, and ad- 


Rom. 3-4 mdped lyaps, and'theretore all ſuch'-theix 


op:atops 


23 , (131) . 


©" | Pio of the Divell the father of lies,and 
therfore by no. meanes upon any tearmes 
to bee conformed unto? . was. not. their 
| Verbum non ſcriptum, conſuetude finite Eco 
| cleſie, traditiones patrum, bong mtentiones, 
conſtitutiones vel canones, as tollerable and 
neceſſarie as ours? was it not the practiſe 
of the ſerpent from .the beginning, to 
proue by many wiſe, and learned argu- 
ments, that the onely way to aſpire to 
/ fpirituall preferments in this world, is ab- 
| folutely to forſake and diſclaime the war- 
+/+ rant of the ſacred. ſcripture in all matters 
of ceremanie,and to depend upon tradi- 
tion, and the Catholicke grounds atore- 
, | ſaid? 
| Oh our moſt deere mother, we can ne- 
| yer forget theſe. weightie inſtructions 
which ſo carefully and conſtantly. thou 
| haſt raught unto us, firſt chat all manner 
| of witch-craft is (inthe degree). a, direct 
forſaking of God,and a unxing and knit- 
ting unto the Divell, and therefore no 
manner of Witch, white or blacke, good ,, .. , 
or evill,nor any, that ſeeke after them, ought © * = 
to live, (not, that there .is any. of them * 
good, but that like other humane or di- 
| velliſh inventions they ſeeme to do good, 
by maintaining divers in A cal- 
livgs,and by helping ſome to their ſtollen 
or loſt goods, or others of difcaſes in men FITER 
or beaſts,or the like.) Secundly.that Re- 3 A 
bellion is 4s the franc of Witchcraft, yea that *** 
K 4 a 


ver/.22, 


(130) 


a Rebcllious tranſgreſſion though ic bee 


bur in'ceretonie;; *calling or geltire is 4 


Iickednefſe not” inferiour to* Tdolatrie ,' for 
the ſame ground or foundation ſerues for 
both, and\chat 4t-is not garments, mulick, 
and ſuch like compl-menc that the Lord 
accepts or takes any pleaſure 1n {which yer 
hee doth every thing of Religious tife 
which he w6uld-haue his fervants in his 
worſhip to-conforme unco) bur Þber his 
Þoyce xs obeyed. Now his voice is in'no- 
thing, but What his word goth commang;' 
therefore thow 'didſt' coiichude that hee 
was not obeyediinany thing of religious 
uſe, whjzch was notgrounded'upon his 
commandetment, according ro? his own 


De4.12+ 32 words whatſoener I commani you (concer- 


Ter. 7,23, 
24, 


un,28. 


>» 


Gal. 3,10," 


ningmyWorfip }th:fdo,thou ſhilt not add 


any thimg '( ow betnry qo. | 


ſture or'whatſocver )#hereto,toral counſels, 
or canons br whatſoever,” that in Gods 
worſhip require any thing afreligious ule 
which 1s not the commangdement of the 
Lord or his Voyre, is direftly tyubbornes of 
a Wicked hexrt, which makes to 20 backiard 
from God and linceritie , to all protanes 
and Apoſtacie *trueth is perifh:4 and clean? 
gone out of thi*mouth of ſuch preachers as 
maintain ſuck-thimgs , and therefore thou 
didſt charge us fot ever, to continue ( in 
our ſerving of God) in all things Which are 
written 1n-the word of God , to doe them, 
yea them: onely and not any Inyention 
; or 


Cl m— 


ee. ac ace o. vo+ barn $3 22 48  IaaF Jo wt -*1- 


or novelcie Whatſoever , which: unavor- 


dably eſpecially being, once known aud 
yer. Iuſtified, and, detended ; will bring 


ue and, cu;/e_.. Is the Rom F.17 


Gogds.greevous pl. e . Is 
7 feep/rclſe of: the Church Revealed un. 
PE 


the. Go 


and . that, not. torne ,or paty 


ched-, bur. perfect. and compleate? and 
che, worſhip and cexemonies, callings 
and geltures , whereby, the, Church 45 


made partaker of , thac 
and ſhewes her. thankfu 


hteouſneſſe, 


e unto. God 


tor the ſame, bur, lamely raughr. there- 
in,or. to the halues 2. part being left co 
traditions , unwritten, . verities,and hu- 
mane Inventions 2 yertly as in that ſo, 


in, theſe, if there be any cauſe. of Res; Rom. 4,24 


rycing it is not with God,and therefore; x, 
mult needs be with:the Devdll,, for what, 
elſe can_poſlibly bee found concerning the 
fleſb (bee it never: ſo wile or. learned). 
or any work, fruit,or. device thereofis: 
not the Iuſtifying. of . humane.Inyenti-! 
6ns,in, Gods worſhip. withour warrane 
from the word , a: plaine. profeſlion; 
that they thinke-:though they: bee, not 
more [uſt- then G:0 Þ,, or more pure 
then their maker, yet verily there is 
ſome. tllice and. puritie in their, na- 
ture, whereby. they are able to. find 
our 2 holy uſe of theſe things which 


God ncyer commanded 2 


Is not thisa veric naturall branch of 


- 


that 


Deu.;2. 


'N 


* 


(i34) 


12 chit follie which being found was pnni- 


ſhed ſo fearefallic in the Angels ; there- 
fore didſt thou warne us alſo for eyer to 
take heed of unſtedfaſtnes, & nor to pre- 
fame to conforme”' to any invention of 


I9 man (in this kind) ſeemmg hee dels but nt 


a houſe of clay Whoſe foundation tc 'in the 
dut NA wr 4 his reaſons and 
arguments are but duſtic and dirtre, and 
char flethly liberrie & carnall priviledges 
Which'he chims proceeds bur from his 
fatiies even that abundance of earthly 
Konours and preferments which pamper 
him , and by ſtcuritie makes him ber- 
ter fed then_taughr,”and ſo to fall from 
finceritie and uprightneiſe , and even 
- to /purne With his heele at Gods ordinan« 
£65 and ſervatits, which in effect is to for- 
fike God that made him, by not regarding 
the ſtrong God of bs ſalvation, bur deſp1- 
fing his gracious ordinances which hee 
had made ftrong and effeCtuall to bring 
him to the aſſurance rhereof by' faith in 
Chritt, he ſets up his ewne inventions, 
and magnifies his carnall devices, punith - 
ing nel grieyouſlly all that will nor con- 


forme thereunto, 

And thus by ſtrange gods,or(which dif. 
fers nothing tn effect )by ſtrange ceremo- 
nies calings and geſtures of Religions uſe 
in Gods worſhip which are Abominations 
they prove the Lord to Anger , how can 
this 


c otherwiſe, ſcing al} ſuch outward 
worlhp 


; ' 
O22 ooo ran” Aft Sth CDT 


$5.) BHO 
worſhip and ſervice'(:chough ctheTnward 
ſubſtance concerning the doctrine of faith 
in'the' Me/ſtas ſeeme neyer fo ſound) 'is a 
meer offering unto devils and not unto God, 
evE'ntl pods neWly come up,as every thing 
which God himfelfe 'hath nor comman- 
ded in the word is to' be eſteemed. 

Can wee with any honeſty condemne 
the inventions of poperie in their religt- 
ous Worſhip wherher they concerne their 
callings,as their 7 orders of prieſts &c,or 
cetemonies,as voluntarie vows,& like dep 
votions as direftly comming out of, that 
ſmoake of the pit, becau they thereby 
corrupt the. true worſhip of God with 
profane & carnal devices, & muſt we nor 
needs thereby ſubſcribe that ' ours are of 
the ſame haich, jf rhey, haue na better 
watrant then they by tlie word ' of God? 
Their civill magiſtrares allow & comand 
thoſe as beſt ficting their governmene, & 
as hauing long experience of Gods let 
fing on them for maitraining of them,& 
where is it forbidden inthe Scriptures to 
haue a moſt reverent opinion of the Reli-y 
kes offfainrs-fuppoſe it be Ioſephs breeches 
or our Ladies ſmock which are With great 
devotion reſerved it Aken, or in _whar 
EpifHle or Geſjel is it prohibited that the 
town of Genua in 1talie ſhould keepe in 
a reverenet memorz2ll of Chriſt , the 
tale 'of the Aﬀe which hee roade up- 


z 


* Og to leruſalem ,\ which if avy man will 


ROT 


4 


(4) 


Not. beleeue. mee., hee may goe thichee | 


and ſes. verie freſh and faire at; thy 
day,for ought I know not one haire wan- 
ting. 


puniſh and perpetually impriſon ) at lealt 
cill death ſer them ar libertic )all chat will 
not conforme to theſe,and many other as 
good as theſe, as having nothing .in them 
contraric to the word of God, as well as 
our adyerſaries for theſe in queltis among 
us? .tor what greater decently can 
be found in a white ſhire,or a well turd 


hood , then p ates Oh Lord, did not * 
vnſ,32, theſe plants edme from Gomorab , which 


haue luch drageniſh poyſon, and A/þiſh-cru- 


33 eltie in them ? are nat theſe their courſes 


laid up in ſtore with thez,yea are they nor 


34 ſealed moſt ſafely (till cheir full rypeneſle 


be accompliſhed ) among thy treaſures* 


35 ſhall not their feer. ( whoſe beautie doth 


onely conſiſt in their golden buskens and 
ſlippers) in due time ſlide? Haue they 
not ſome feeling alreadie of the ſlippri- 
nefſe of their places, which makes 
thein ſo extreamly violent in their miC 
chievous Courles? yes verely, deere 
mother, thoſe that thus haue abuſed thee 
and fed thy Children with-corrupt food, 
the yery Day of therr Deſtruftion is at hand 


35 4nithe things , that ſhall come upon them 


make hafte , for the Lord ſhill indge his peo - 


þle, and repent tolpards h1s ſervants, When hee 


feeth 


Now may not they as well greevoully | 


(133) 


yes |} ſecth that their poWper'ip gone, and no man 


Van. 


ully | 


eaſt 
will 


left cither to ſpeake or ftand our for the 


cuth, when men ſhall ſay , Þbere are 3htir , it 


Gods,cven that mightie God iv whom they 37, 
#rufted, whom. they: did''fo reioyce t with 
their propheſyings and-dayes of pubhtke 
humiliations and rcioycings;:Let them viſt 38, 

»þ and helpe you let bin be yonr refnige, and * * 

it he wil haue you,let him deliver you owt 
of our courts, trom:our:temfures;trom ex - 
communicate capiendo;tr om our bands atre 
impriſonment. Oh brarethe 'Þord' of #he 
Lord all ye that tremble at hu Word ,\ you 
enemies who tearmedthemfelures bratbres; 
end bated you, which they eyidently 1we- 
wed by caſting you'out for my nanes ſake, 
ſeidyletithe Lord be glarified, and fo he witty 
for he ſhall appeart to your toy," andthey.fbath wer]. 4. 
be aſhamed, for 1 will chooſe out their detufe> 

ons /wherewith they have ſo blindet> and 

deceived the Princes and the Rulers, \ynd 

diſcover their hypocriſie-co all theworld: 

For 1-knolÞ the thoughts that 1 haue tolbard 1tr. 29,11, 
my:people faith the Lord;even the ' thoughts: 

of peace audnot of trouble, tovine you"lan 12 

end, and your hope ; then ſhall you cry unto 

me and yee ſhall go and pray unto mt,” an'1 

will heare you,, anal yee ſhall ſeeke mee',"' and 

Jrage me, becauſe yee ſhall ſeeke me With all 

Jour heart,yea you ſhall take up this curſe 

ogaioſt your adyerfaries , The Lordmake , 
thee-like- Zedechiah and Abab , hom the 

King burnt in fire, becauſe they committed 

villany 


Eſ4,66 23 p 
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(138) 


23 bellanre in. Iſrael , ever adulterie Trith their 


He ſaith not 
which I baye 


forbidden. 


; 


- 


to 


' Xequure , . bur 


eohbeurs wines 42 and; bane ſpoke: lyi 

ons in.my name Which: eſe wot i 
manded themeven 1 kuoly tt ; and. defi tt 
faith the Lord,though chey walke fo cloſe» 
ly: as chey think;ho. bady hall/finde them: 
out;iyE8, 1. will Þr/itr Shemariah becanſe bee 
hath ſpoken rebel hauſly againſt the: Lord, 
end neth propbe/aed and 1 fent bim not: 

Thus wee-finde: ar-ttrue (deere mother) 
which thou | baſt» often repeated,” that 4 
bttle. leaven in their corrupted mandes-be+ 
ig chus by ambition nouwiſhed, '\brings 
this lamentable:/anponefje ro the whale 
ſympe of all theit proceedings, even a Rev 
bellious wilfulnefſe to breake anie of Gods 
greatelt commandements, if occaſion fo 
requtre,rather then to reforme their fleth- 
lie-and carnall devices, the onely ſuppor- 
ters of their lawleſſe/igreatneſſe. - Yer wee 
mult needs acknowledge that howſoever 
divers of our adverſaries are exceeding 
viclent,and will not ftand ro heare' rea- 
{an-, or to giue any. for the things they 
either conforme , take the 
eath, or take him away layloy, or caſt him 
ant; yet divers of them take exceeding 
great paines, and with many deepe rea- 
toas tull-of learning and anriquitie , diſ- 
cretion and-wiledome, ſeeme to fay ve- 


£5-much for conformirie, but for mine . 


owne-part I {till ſay, and for ever mult 
lay, that I never heard.or ſaw any Gn 
4 03 


- 
of diyine authority, nor any thing ayoue 
ring of che ſpirit Lharce come (ord (HÞ; 
& alas holy mother; thou haſt raughc us, 
over & over again, that we mult efteeme 


the moſt abſolure perfettion of the'w;ſdom Rm.8. 52 
of the fleſh, to be unſenſible of rhe things 6.7.8. 


of God, yea meere Enmytie againſt Rina 
therefore in any Falſe never to conform 
pnto.them, becaule'in ſo, doing wee cati- 
not poſlibly be fared to the la of God, bur 
muſt needs vs ell” againſt ib: boly Ghoſt 
by whoſe inſp | 

Rebell therefore no Tobger you learn 


& 


men by Ialking in 4. way Þhich is uot goed Ela, 65.24 


- . 


euch after your 0h Tmaginations , 1 on 
thinkit horrible blaſphemy, that a pridlt 0! 
2 peece of bread ſhould make, his taker, 
then iudge it at leaſt ſome ſmatch of like 
Idglatrie, fot men to preſunig without 
any warrant from the word; to creat a y 
thing wharſoever of Religious uſe for thi 
ſervice of their ſaujour, bur if you be per- 
ſwaded that thoſe fiue words are of ſuck 
eficacie , then hold on your courſe make 
more cannons to ſtrengthen your Confor- 
mitie. tea 
Laſtly one word to you'my deere bre-" 
thren of the Separation and one word to 
che wile is ſufficient. There 1s noone 
thing that our adverſaries do more gree- 
dily, defire, then how to raiſe diviſi- 
ons and diffentions amongſt us , which 
moſt willngly,though diflemblingly, they 
og wh ; uſually 


ration it was written, - , ag oo 


(38) | 


+ i; MY 


, Uſual tors ylins give way,unto, Care® 
Tylly yolang whatcomes ncereſt toth 
"rruth; aud therefore” moſt duettly oppo” 
& 5 1x ing BS HIPGINR, 20d that with force 
? Lo , 190 T0 
> AIIMS. cum Ay tfaudand Wl gbooy. 
abr prociſes,they ler zeajphcwhich my 
truſt 15 lome-good body will plainly dil- 
couer to their perpetu#l ſhame)bur tel me 
tie i8.good ſagnefſe.did you never read 
theleatned legedof chat boly Nun,mother 
ubberd, how that ag Afe is {ill an, Aﬀle, 
63 (-34154 thouph he haue ſol a Lyons kin, & icts 
__ _.. up and downlikean itregular manlter,, 2 
6-72 -.- learned maltec 1 ſhould {ay, even verie To 
Its, 1 cell you 2.rructh though indeed 2 
great ſecret , they haue bretraysd. our 

Udeere mother who hare; us all , and be- 

cauſe Jhe would pot.yceld ro their healt; 

1p liſts Thgs trap dogrg, yea ihe place 
of holineſſe 3nd that under pretence of 
devotion, haue cauſed her 'ere ſhe was a- 

ware of their guilefulnes,to fall in.a moſt 

deep dungeon,,and hauing [tripg her of all 

her. goodly Raiment, they haue power gi- 
nenthem,there 'ro detain her for a time, 

and ſo haue clad their- common. harlot 
my Lady ( fa-reverence ) Superſtition in, 

Qur inothers beſt cloathes,and paiated her 

writhen face,filling up the pockholes &c. 

with ſuch excellent art and learned devi- 

ces, as they haue made the filthie bcaſt to 
{eeme yetie like our holy mother;,. i1aſo-. 

much as a good While , we all were per- 

A ſwaded 


wv nw wo oe DO NH Dmn»me P 
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faded that it was fhee,, bur fomeof 
ons elder brethren hearing her voice ſo 
ftrangelic changed , began to ſuſpe& that 
ſome thing was in che wind,and fo obſcr- 
ving more diligently, perceived her box'8: 
pealill, artendans never tobe from her;leſt 
any accidene ſhould diſcoverthe knayery. 
Now you know ſhee abwayes abhorred 
inting (as all honeſt women do) and 

fo ria evident char this filchie ſtru 
guls the world, & abuſes alt thac arefin- 
ccrely affeted, having: fuch a Company 
of baſe and beafſtly followers:,. as. will 
fweare and forfweare any thing-for the 
preſervation of her credie, for:1f her vi- 
zavd be once plucked off, they kno full 
well chat they muſt be (cor packing with 

2 VCngeance. LA 5 
My humble ſuite is therefore unts you, 
that in your wifedome you would bee 
pleaſed ſeriouſiie ro: moralize this fable, 
and to Ioyne' with us in the meanes 
of the redemprion' of our mother, 
Who I do afſure 'you, recommends her 
Joue unto you,and deſires greatly to er- 
brace us all in her armes of unitie and 
Gnceritie;' The dungeon is an entire Rock 
and fo hard that no coole will picree it, 
onely the tears of crue Repentance,diſtild 
0 # limbeck of a lively faith, over a fire 

of-a godlie life, moderately kept burnin 

with the bellows of holy zeale how | 
wato knowledge, will _ difolue 
Its 


it, yea T may tell-yow our mother is yerie 
confident that if you and\wee would lo- 
_— ioyne together in. this buſineſſe 
withoue fainting, ſeparating our (clues.frs 
all ſngilaritie, pride , loue of the world, 
eve; all the works of darkneſſe, her ighs 
and- groans haue alreadie ſo ſoftened the 
inſide, that-theoutſide gapes as it were 
for our- mollifying' medicine. Vp my: 
brethren/ſtir up one: another, and let us 
never giue over till by ourearnelt prayers 
and godly liues-we haue procured her 11» 
bertie, then ſhall we ſee theſe Inchanters, 
and witches children with. their goddeſſe 
Conformity , ſent home againe to Egypt, 
where ſhortly together with all of that 
herer;they are to receiue their por- 
tion : pardon my boldneſſe deere 
mother, pafleby my rudeneſle 
deere brethren, accept of 
my ſervice to my Savi- 
viour , for I deſire 
; onely his prayſc 
and glory. 


Matac. 3.1. 


The Loyd whom yee ſock, ſhall ſuddenly come 

to his Temple , even the meſſenger of the 

* Covenant, Whom ye delight in, behold , be 
hall come , faith the Lord of hoſtes. 

But who may abide his comming ? md who 

Jpall land When he appeareth?for he ic like 

6 refiners fire, andiike fullgs ſope, &c. 


doe moſt humblie tntveate all Chriſtians 

| are zealous of the Common ſalvation, 
Iiſcly, yea and earneſtly to Contend for 
#he maintenance of all and everie aftt- 
on, geſture, and ceremonie of the faith 
Which were onte ginen to the ſaints , and 
never to conforme to any other. 

| FOR 

9 omiſſion of any ation is Sin , but onely 

N f He fricd which G 0 D bath 
Commanded, or haue Iharrant from his 
Word, but the ations of the geſture of 
kneeling and of the ceremonies in queſtion 
#n maner and forme as they be urged, are not 
commanded by God , neither haue warrant 
from the word therefore the omiſſion of 
them is not /ia, | 

F et our adverſaries prone that they bee com- 
manded by God , or are harranted by the 
word,and we Willipſo fatto conform unto 
them, but elſe their omiſſion u no /in, and 
therefore we are puniſhed for Well domg. 


Be of 208d courage and doe it and the Lord 
ſhall be with the good. 2.Chron. 19.11 


